
Once upon a time in a deep, dark forest, there lived a woodcutter and his wife. They lived in  

an old cottage. Every day they would go to the forest to work. The woodcutter chopped 

wood. His wife made it into bundles. One day the woodcutter tried to cut a log in half. His 

axe just bounced off the log. His axe was sharp. That wasn’t the problem. He tried again 

and again with no success. He tried cutting the log with a knife and with a saw. Still the log 

was too hard. 

“Let me try,” said his wife. She picked up the big axe. The woodcutter laughed. He didn’t 

think his wife would be strong enough. He was wrong! As soon as the woodcutter’s wife 

touched the log with the axe it split in two. It was a hollow log. There was a hole in the  

middle of it. The hole was filled with gold coins! The woodcutter and his wife danced around 

the log laughing and shouting. They were rich. Of course they lived happily ever after!  

Here is a story about a woodcutter and his wife.  

It has been written using simple sentences.  

Can you count how many sentences there are?  



Here is a story about a woodcutter. The sentences have been joined but there 

are lots of joining words missing.  

Can you find a joining word that will join the two parts of each sentence? 

 

Once upon a time in a deep, dark forest, there lived a woodcutter and his wife. They 

lived in  an old cottage ________ every day they would go to the forest to work. The 

woodcutter chopped wood ____________ his wife made it into bundles. One day the 

woodcutter tried to cut a log in half ___________ his axe just bounced off the log. 

His axe was sharp __________  that wasn’t the problem. He tried again and again 

with no success. He tried cutting the log with a knife ________ with a saw  

_________ still the log was too hard. 

“Let me try,” said his wife  _________ she picked up the big axe. The woodcutter 

laughed _________  he didn’t think his wife would be strong enough. He was wrong! 

As soon as the woodcutter’s wife touched the log with the axe it split in two. It was a 

hollow log ________ there was a hole in the middle of it. The hole was filled with gold 

coins! The woodcutter and his wife danced around the log laughing and shouting 

________ they were rich. Of course they lived happily ever after!  
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Once upon a time in a deep, dark forest, there lived a 

woodcutter and his wife. They lived in  an old cottage 

_______ every day they would go to the forest to work. 

The woodcutter chopped wood __________ his wife 

made it into bundles. One day the woodcutter tried to 

cut a log in half ___________ his axe just bounced off 

the log. His axe was sharp __________  that wasn’t the 

problem. He tried again and again with no success. He 

tried cutting the log with a knife ________ with a saw  

_________ still the log was too hard. 
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Enlarge to A3 and join to the next sheet for class discussion 



“Let me try,” said his wife  _________ she picked up the big axe. 

The woodcutter laughed _________  he didn’t think his wife would 

be strong enough. He was wrong! As soon as the woodcutter’s wife 

touched the log with the axe it split in two. It was a hollow log 

________ there was a hole in the middle of it. The hole was filled 

with gold coins! The woodcutter and his wife danced around the log 

laughing and shouting ________ they were rich. Of course they 

lived happily ever after!  


