
Minibeasts

Who Am I?

A mini beast is a small animal, a creepy-crawly that 
can be found in lots of different places all over the 
world.
They don’t have a skeleton inside so they are soft 
and bendy and because of this, some of them have 
shells to live in while others have a thin, strong 
outside covering to protect their bodies.

Click the links to go to these pages……………..

A Minibeast Poem The Lifecycle of a Moth and a Butterfly

Where do they live?

MD 2006 There are hairy bugs and scary bugs

And bugs that live in shells.

There are bugs with stings and pretty wings that 
fly around as well.

There are shiny bugs and 
slimy bugs that crawl along 
the ground.

There are many shapes and 
sizes of these creatures 
to be found.

There are slidy bugs with no legs, and bugs that walk on four.

There are bugs that walk on 8 legs, and some with even more!

There are bigger bugs 
with ugly mugs and 
some with painted 
wings.

These mini beasts are everywhere 

they’re fascinating things.

Back to Index

I am very small. I have 6 legs but no wings.

I live in a colony with others like me.
My colony has a queen who lays all our eggs.

I eat almost anything but I 
especially like sweet things.

My home is a nest in a hole somewhere. 
In summer you might see a line of us 
leaving our nest to find food.

What am I?

I’m an ant of course!

You will usually see 
me looking for food 
on the ground.

I have no legs and no wings.

I live on the ground but I like to hide 
during the day or in dry weather.

Usually I come out to feed at night 
or after it’s been raining.

You might find me hiding among flowers 
and other plants or under stones or 
bark.

What am I?

You guessed!
I’m a snail of course!

I prefer to  eat leaves that are 
decaying. Gardeners don’t like 
me very much if I eat their new 
plants!

My skin isn’t waterproof so it 
will dry out if I stay in the sun 
and then I will die.

I have a shell and I leave a trail of 
slimy mucus wherever I go. 
Song Thrushes like to eat me!

I have no legs and no wings and no shell .

There are lots like me so I’m sure 
that you have seen me before.

I can’t live for very long above the 
ground because my skin will dry up 
and shrivel.

What am I?

I’m an earthworm of course!

The soil that I have eaten 
passes out of my body and this 
is good for helping plants to 
grow but, people don’t always 
like me because I make ‘casts’ 
on their lawn!

Birds like to eat me but if they 
try to pull me out of my burrow 
I will cling on tightly to the 
sides of my burrow with the tiny 
bristles on my body.

I live in the soil and help to keep it 
healthy. I swallow soil and feed on 
all the rotting plant and animal 
matter that is in there.

I have lots of legs, seven pairs in fact but 
I don’t have any wings.

I like to hide under logs and stones 
and in other damp, dark places.

When I was growing I kept on 
shedding my skin or ‘moulting’ .

What am I?

I’m a woodlouse  
of course!When I was young my mother 

carried me in a pouch under her 
body and I stayed there until I 
was ready to live on my own. I eat dead plants. 

I have 8 legs but I don’t have any wings.

I am very useful because I eat some 
insects that damage plants and also 
some insects that carry lots of 
germs onto your food.

I usually have to spin a new web 
every day because the weather 
destroys them! 

What am I?

I’m a garden spider of course!

I spin a web to catch insects 
like flies. Sometimes I sit in my 
web and wait for an insect to 
get caught. Sometimes I hide 
under leaves but I am joined to 
my web by a single thread so 
that I know when dinner has 
arrived!

I lay my eggs in the autumn and spin a 
cocoon of yellow thread around them. 
Then I hide them with bits of bark and 
dust. Soon afterwards I die but my 
young spiders will hatch in the spring.

I have 6 legs and two pairs of wings. 
One of my pairs of wings is hidden.

You might find me or some of my 
friends living in cracks and behind 
loose bark on a tree trunk. 
Or you might find us hiding under 
logs or stones or dead leaves.

My front wings are hard and make 
me a shell that protects me from 
being eaten. I can’t fly but some of 
my friends can.

What am I?

I’m a violet ground 
beetle of course!

I can run fast on my long legs 
and I hunt at night.

I have strong jaws for grabbing and 
crushing other insects and slugs.

I have lots of legs but no wings. 

I have one pair of legs on each 
segment of my body. Some people 
think I have 100 legs but I don’t!
Now that I am an adult I have 30 
legs but I can grow more as I get 
bigger.
I live among rotting plants 
especially in compost heaps and 
you can find me under stones as 
well. I like damp places best .

What am I?

I’m a centipede of course!

I can move fast and I hunt 
insects, spiders and worms. 
I kill them with my poison 
claws.

I have strong jaws for grabbing and 
crushing other insects and slugs.

I am long and thin and a rusty brown colour.

I have six legs and two pairs of wings. 

In the autumn I hibernate under 
bark, in hedges or in houses or 
sheds.

What am I?

I’m a ladybird of course!

I have black spots on my wings.

In the summer I  lay eggs under 
leaves and on plant stems where 
there are plenty of aphids (greenfly) 
for the larvae to feed on when they 
hatch. My eggs are yellow and look 
like tiny skittles.

I am really a brightly coloured beetle.

I am one of the most common insects in Britain.
I have 6 legs and one pair of wings.

I start my life as an egg laid 
in a dustbin or on animal dung 
or rotten meat.

When I hatch I hatch into a maggot 
with a long soft white body. I like to 
wriggle about on the dung or meat 
eating as much as I can.

As I grow bigger I shed my 
skin. When I shed my skin 
for the last time you won’t 
find a maggot inside 
because I will have become 
a pupa.

Now I am asleep  inside a 
hard brown case called a 
puparium. My body is busy 
changing into an adult.

When my puparium breaks open I 
can fly out and if I am a female I 
will look for somewhere to lay my 
eggs.

What am I?

A housefly of course!

What am I?
I hatch from an egg into a 
caterpillar and then I feed 
on green plants.

Eventually I change into a pupa.

After that I hatch out into a 
flying insect with wide 
patterned wings.

I am nocturnal which means I come out at night. 

When I am resting I fold my 
wings over my back.

I have antennae and they are feathery at the ends.

No, I’m not a butterfly, 
I am a Moth of course!

I have 6 legs and 2 pairs of wings.

So you thought I was a butterfly.

Butterflies and moths have a lot of things in common. 
Can you think what they are?

1. They both hatch from eggs into caterpillars 
that feed on green plants.

2. They both change into pupae then hatch out as 
flying insects with wide patterned wings.

They are also different. Can you think how?

1.   Butterflies come out in the day time but moths usually come out at night.

2.   Butterflies are usually brightly coloured because they have to blend with 
the flowers in bright sunlight. Moths usually have much duller colours.

3.   When they rest moths fold their wings over their backs, but butterflies 
hold their wings out straight.

4.  The antennae on a moth are often feathery at the ends but the antennae 
on a butterfly end in a hard lump.

The lifecycle of a moth or a butterfly

a moth caterpillar

a moth 
emerging 
from its 
pupa

an adult moth

moth eggs

an adult butterfly

butterfly pupa 

a butterfly 
caterpillar

butterfly eggs
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Now you know a lot about Minibeasts.

Can you remember where they like to live? 

Do all Minibeasts like the same places?

under stones

in the soil

on the grass

on plants or flowers 

Remember – always wash your hands after handling soil or mini beasts

under plant pots

in damp places

in dark corners

in a sunny place

on the ground

under dead leaves

in a hole

in or under a tree

on or under bark

www.ks1resources.co.uk


