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The Tawny OwlThe Tawny OwlThe Tawny OwlThe Tawny Owl
The tawny owl is about the size 

of a pigeon. It flies on soft, silent 

wings after dusk and is more 

often heard than seen. You might 

hear it at night making a sound 

that is like tu-whit, tu-whoo. 

Who is this strange 
little thing?

It’s a baby 
tawny owl!

Tawny owls like to eat small animals like long tailed field 

mice and common shrews but they might also hunt birds, 

fish, frogs, insects and worms.

They live in holes in a tree or perhaps in 

an old nest belonging to a crow or 

magpie. In March or early April the 

female lays 2 or 4 rounded white eggs 

and she keeps them warm 

for the next four or five 

weeks until each one 

has hatched.

It is the male owl’s job to hunt for food 

to feed his mate and then to hunt for 

his family. When the babies hatch it is 

another five weeks before they are 

ready to leave the nest.

A baby tawny owl 
only a few weeks old.
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The little owl is smaller than the Tawny Owl. It likes to sit 

at the top of posts or telegraph poles. Little owls hunt for 

small animals such as mice, voles and shrews. Sometimes 

it will hunt small rabbits and birds. It also likes insects, 

earthworms, snails and slugs. 

The female little owl lays 3 to 5 

white eggs in early May and the 

female sits on her eggs for about 

four weeks until they hatch. 

At first it is the male who brings 

food for the babies but later both 

parents hunt for food.

It takes about four weeks until the 

babies are ready to leave their nest. 

Little owls nest in tree holes, in walls, old buildings, 

haystacks and even old rabbit burrows or holes in the cliff.

A little owl chick

It has long feathery tufts that look like 

ears: but they are not ears! When it is 

alarmed it raises its tufts up. 

The long-eared owl is not quite as big or a tubby as a 

tawny owl. It often looks looks long and thin.

Long eared owls live in woodland at the edge 

of open countryside. They are nocturnal and 

hunt for field mice, shrews and birds at night. 

They are rarely seen in the daytime. 

The Long Eared OwlThe Long Eared OwlThe Long Eared OwlThe Long Eared Owl Between March and June the female long-eared owl will lay 

3 to 6 eggs and they will take about four weeks to hatch. 

She usually lays her eggs in abandoned crows’ nests.

The baby owls leave the nest 

when they are about three 

weeks old and will leave their 

parents by the time they are 

about four weeks old. 

Short eared owls are medium sized owls  and 

can be seen hunting during the day.

Short-eared owls like voles 

best but also hunt long tailed 

field mice, shrews, rats and 

even young rabbits.

It makes its nest on the ground amongst grass, heather or dead 

reeds and lays 4 to 8 white eggs in late April or early May. 

It takes four weeks for the eggs to hatch and the young owls 

leave the nest after 12 to 14 days. 

They fly after 24 to 27 days.
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