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MD 2006 We will build a little house

With two chimneys tall

A funny sloping roof

And a garden wall

Two big doors that open wide

And two funny little windows 

we can peep inside

We will build a little table 

big enough for two

Two tiny little chairs

One for me and one for you

Knock at the door

And walk right in

Our little house is shining 

like a bright new pin. 

What makes a 
house into a 

home?

Homes are places 
where there are 
different people 
who all belong 

together.

How many people live in your house?

How many people live in your house?

One, my mother

Two, my father,

Three, my sister

Four, my brother

There’s one more

Now let me see

Oh yes of course

It must be me!

How many people live in your house?

How many people live in your house?

Who lives in 
your house?

Some families are large
Some families are small 
But I love my family 

best of all!

These people 
belong to my 

family.

my baby brother

my grandad my grandmamy dad

my mum

my sister

my brother

Mum saysMum saysMum saysMum says

I mustn’t slide across the slippery floor, kitchen floor.

I mustn’t be cheeky or ever rude

Or just eat sweets for all my food

Because I belong to her.

Dad saysDad saysDad saysDad says

I mustn’t cross busy roads all on my own

I mustn’t hang around on my way home.

I mustn’t get wet and catch a cold

In fact I must do everything I am told

Because I belong to him.
But I sayBut I sayBut I sayBut I say

I want to do what I want to do

SOMETIMES!SOMETIMES!SOMETIMES!SOMETIMES!

Because I belong to ME!

my dad

my mum

memememe

Our family comes
From many homes,
Our hair is straight,
Our hair is brown,
Our hair is curled,
Our eyes are blue,
Our skins are different
Colours, too.

We're girls and boys,
We're big and small,
We're young and old,
We're short and tall.
We're everything
That we can be
And still we are
A family.

We laugh and cry,
We work and play,
We help each other 
Every day.
The world's a lovely
Place to be
Because we are
A family.Oxfam Resources – snapshots of children’s lives

Can you think 
what makes 
your home a 
special place 

to be?

My home is…..

warm, safe, comfortable, 

cosy, noisy, crowded

happy, bright

You can hide in our house

You can make a camp,

You can march all around our house

Stamp stamp stamp.

Do you have a 
favourite place?

Oh tell me what you like to do

you like to do, you like to do.

Oh tell me what you like to do

With your family.

_______ likes to rake the leaves

to rake the leaves, to rake the leaves.

_______ likes to rake the leaves

With his family.

What do you like to 
do with your family?

click to start music

What sort of home

have YOU got?

A tent?

A flat?

A house?

Did you build the walls

with bits of straw

and paper, like

a mouse?

What sort of roof

have YOU got?

Canvas?

Tile?

Or thatch?

And what will you do

if a wolf or two

comes sniffing

by the latch?

By Jean Kenward Story of the three little pigs

So….
What is a house to you?
A bundle of sticks, or a pile of bricks
A big chunk of ice, wouldn’t that be nice?
A hole in the wall wouldn’t do at all.
You could live in a cave if you’re very brave….

You could save on the rent, if you lived in a tent
But you’d need a fire to keep warm and dry or….
You’d not have a house
You’d not have a house
So….
What is a house to you?

By Chris Ward

Home can be trailers,
homes can be boats,
Home is the place 
where you hang your coat.

Homes are apartments 
and mansions and tents.
Homes can be wooden 
or stone or cement.

Homes can be large,
Homes can be tall,
Homes can be cosy and 
friendly and small.

Wherever you live,
if it's old or it's new,
your home is your 

"home sweet home" to you

A mobile home

A houseboat

A tent

Where do you live?

The whole world over

People live in different places –

Up on a mountain, down by a river,

In crowded cities, or open spaces,

In houses, in flats, in tents, or trailers,

Underground, on the ground, high in the air,

Where it’s hot, where it’s cold, where it’s dry or raining.

Millions of people live everywhere.

Here are some different 
homes from around the 

world.

By Julie Norman

There are different kinds of 
families and different kinds 

of homes.

This is a house in a hot place 

called Papua New Guinea. 

Houses are built on stilts to keep 

them dry when the heavy rains 

come and flood the land.

People use the place underneath 

their house to store things, to 

meet their friends or even to 

keep their animals.

What is this 
house made of?

It is made of wood 
because concrete 
and bricks are very 
expensive here.

This house is an American house. 

Summer in America is very hot and in 

winter it is very cold so these houses 

have to be warm in winter and cool in 

summer. They are often white because 

this helps to keep them cooler in summer.

These houses in Indonesia really do 

look as though they have hats on!

They are made from bamboo and 

grass. Animals like buffalo and pigs 

live under the raised floor while the 

family live above them on the raised 

floor.Link to Houses With Hats 
– Shelter Online More

Snow and ice were once used in Arctic areas to build igloos.

Do you think we could build 
igloos in our country? 

Would it  be a good idea to 
build an igloo when it 
snows in our country?

In very hot, dry countries, 
homes are sometimes made 
from mud and wattle 
(straw or sticks). 
The sun bakes the mud dry 
so that it is very hard. 

Would that be a good idea 
in our country where we 
have a lot of rain?

In India some families have a lot of 
money and some are poor.

This family doesn’t have a lot of 
money. They are poor.

They live in a large village in India. 
The village has 100 houses and a 
nursery school for the children. The 
older children have to travel 15km to 
school in a town called Gudalur.

Near to the nursery school there is a 
small tea shop but the villagers have 
to go to the next village to find a 
post office, telephones and shops. 

….and here is the kitchen where they cook

Here they are sitting on the 
veranda of their home. 
It’s shady and cool there…



In the village houses are made from 

thatched bamboo and mud roof Some 

houses are plastered with white mud and 

patterned with red mud and soot. 

They have thick walls and few windows 

to keep it cool inside.

Can you see 
the house 

amongst the 
banana and 
coconut trees 
in the forest?

This is what bamboo looks like 
when it is growing.

a thatched bamboo roof

These homes are in a 
large city in India called 

Bangalore.
These houses are made 
from bricks and plaster 

but the roofs are made of 
thatch, corrugated iron or 

tiles.

Roofs in the poor part of Bangalore

The houses are very 
close together!

The city of Bangalore has poor people as 
well as people who have enough money 
to buy the best houses.

Can you find 
Bangalore on 
this map of 
India?

Bangalore

Homes have to protect us 
from harsh weather such as 
strong winds, strong sun, 
heavy rain or deep snow.

Do you remember the house 
that was built on stilts?

Why was that?

Many homes in 
Switzerland are 
built from wood 
and have steep, 
sloping, 
overhanging roofs 
to help with the 
removal of snow.

When people build houses they have to think about the weather!

Can you imagine 
what it would be like 
to live in some of the 
homes you’ve seen?

a tree house

a house on stilts

a house in the mountains

under ground

a houseboat

a tent

a home on wheels

A traditional 
Romany caravan

The homes that you have 
seen are different but 
they also have a lot of 
things that are the 

same….
Can you guess what 
these might be?

All homes have 
some kind  of roof 

and walls.

They all have 
ways to get in 

and out.

They all protect 
us from the 
weather, hot, 
cold or wet!

They are all places 
that keep things 
or people warm 

and dry

They usually have different areas for 
different activities like eating, 
washing, cooking, playing and 

sleeping. Sometimes the same space 
is used for more than one activity 

but at different times..
What kind of 
home would 
you like to 
live in?

If I could build a town, well then,

I know just what I’d make:

An ice-cream store, a toy shop,

And a store with with bread and cake.

I think I’d make a park

And build a big fire station.

Say, would you like to help me?

It just takes imagination?

There are many kinds homes in many kinds of places.
Some are in hot places, some in cold places and some in 
very wet places. Some are in villages and some are in 
towns or cities…
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