
Toys

Talking about Talking about 
moving moving 
thingsthings

MD 2007 There are lots of toys that need a pushpushpushpush or a pull pull pull pull to 
make them move……….

or stop them moving.

Lots of toys have different parts that 
move if you pushpushpushpush or pull pull pull pull them.
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PushingPushingPushingPushing or pullingpullingpullingpulling
things can make them 
start moving or stop 
them moving.

If you pullpullpullpull on the 
puppet’s string it 
will make the 
puppet movemovemovemove.
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Usually you pushpushpushpush these toys to start them 
moving but they will also start movingstart movingstart movingstart moving if you pull pull pull pull 
them.

Is this boy pushingpushingpushingpushing or pullingpullingpullingpulling?
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These toys are usually pulled pulled pulled pulled to start them 
moving but they can be pushedpushedpushedpushed too. 

Which is the best way of moving 
them? Pulling Pulling Pulling Pulling or pushingpushingpushingpushing?
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How is this boy making 
his truck move?

What is he doing to 
make it move?

Could he 
move it in 
another 
way?
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What happens if you pushpushpushpush this pram?

What happens if you 
pullpullpullpull it?

A doll’s pram can be pushed pushed pushed pushed or pulledpulledpulledpulled.
Usually it is pushedpushedpushedpushed.
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This boy is using an 
abacus. What is he 
doing to move the 
pieces?

Is he using a 
pushpushpushpush or a pull pull pull pull 
or both?

What happens when he pushes pushes pushes pushes 
or pullspullspullspulls the pieces?
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How do Jack-in-the-boxes 
work?

What would you have to do to get it back in its 
box so that it can jump up again?
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You can pushpushpushpush or pullpullpullpull this rocking horse to start 
it moving.

How would 
you stop it 
moving?

Would you 
use pushespushespushespushes
or pullspullspullspulls?

How would you keep it 
moving?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
These boys are climbing up the 
the ropes in PE. They are using 
pushespushespushespushes and pullspullspullspulls to climb up 
the rope. 

Can you guess what they are 
using to pushpushpushpush themselves up 
the ropes?

What are they using 
to pullpullpullpull themselves up 
the ropes?
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doing with his arms 
and feet to help him 
climb the ladder?

How is he using pushespushespushespushes and pulls pulls pulls pulls 
to move to the top?
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These boys are playing marbles in the playground.

What happens when one 
marble hits another one?
What does the first marble 
do to it?
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There are lots of outdoor toys that can be 
moved by pushingpushingpushingpushing or pullingpullingpullingpulling them.

Would you use a pushpushpushpush or a pullpullpullpull
to start these scooters moving?
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How do you think these girls will move the sit and 
ride toys?
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This boy is trying 
to lift the bucket 
of water. 

Is it heavy or light?
How do you know?

What is he 
doing to try to 
move it?
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If it’s raining outside you need 
an umbrella.

How do you use 
pushespushespushespushes and pullspullspullspulls to 
put your umbrella 
up and to put it 
down again? Sa
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When you play in the 
sand, how does your 
spade move the sand 
into the bucket?

What do you do to move 
the sand onto your spade?

Do you use pushes pushes pushes pushes 
and pullspullspullspulls?

Then what do you do?
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This little boy is pretending to 
row his boat.
Is he pushingpushingpushingpushing or pullingpullingpullingpulling on his 
oar …….

or is he doing both?
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What do you pushpushpushpush and pullpullpullpull on a bike to make it 
start movingstart movingstart movingstart moving and to stop it movingstop it movingstop it movingstop it moving?
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You pushpushpushpush the pedals to make it 
move off………

and you pushpushpushpush them harder to make it speed upspeed upspeed upspeed up.
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You pullpullpullpull on the 
brakes to make 
the bike slow slow slow slow 
downdowndowndown or stopstopstopstop.

You use your brakes to 
make your bike slow slow slow slow 
downdowndowndown or stopstopstopstop.
How do you make 
your brakes work?
Do you use a pull pull pull pull 
or a pushpushpushpush?
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You can use your handle 
bars to change directionchange directionchange directionchange direction
or turnturnturnturn your bike.

Would you pullpullpullpull or pushpushpushpush
them to make them turnturnturnturn?
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If something is big and 
it’s moving you should 
never never never never walk infront of it. 
You could get hurt!

BE CAREFULBE CAREFULBE CAREFULBE CAREFUL
don’t make 
bikes stop 
like this!
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Oh dear!
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try to arm wrestle?

Do you pushpushpushpush
or pullpullpullpull or do 
you do both?

What do you try to do?

Here are some ideas for you to try.
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Click to play If you sit facing a 

partner and hold 
hands you could 
pretend you are 
rowing a boat.

row, row, row your boat,
gently down the stream,

merrily, merrily, 
merrily, merrily,

life is but a dream.
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These girls are finding out about pushespushespushespushes and pullspullspullspulls.

They are trying to 
pushpushpushpush one another 
backwards.

What do you 
think they have 
found out?

What do you think 
they are trying to 
do to each other?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

This little girl is going home.

Can you use the words you’ve 
been learning to talk about what 
you’re doing?

She is using pushespushespushespushes and pullspullspullspulls
to put her coat on.

Next time you put your coat on or 
take it off you could think about 
how you are using pushes and 
pulls.Sa

mp
le 
Sli

de
Unit 1E: Pushes and pulls Section 3. Pushing and Pulling Objects

Objectives – Children should learn

•that pushing or pulling things can make objects start or stop moving 

•to identify similarities and differences between the movement of different objects 

•to make suggestions about how objects can be made to move and to find out 

whether they were right 

Activities:
Challenge children to find things in the classroom that need either a pull or a push 

to make them move eg chair, door, drawer, piano keys. Ask children to stick labels 

of 'push', 'pull', 'push and pull' to objects. Ask them if they could move without 

being pushed or pulled. Present children with a collection of toys. Ask them to 

suggest how to start them moving, to test their ideas and to decide whether they 

were right. 

Outcomes - Children:

•identify objects which they moved by pushing and those which they moved by 

pulling eg I moved the piano keys and the piece in a jigsaw by pushing and the 

sticky tape and desk drawer by pulling

•say whether their predictions about getting an object moving were correct eg I 

was right, you push down on the jack-in-a-box and let go and it jumps up

Vocabulary:

•words related to movement, eg twist, spin, swing, slide, swerve, hop, 

jump, turn, fast, slow, push, pull

•words and phrases for making comparisons of movement eg go faster, go 

slower, go further

•words and phrases related to safety eg safe, danger, be careful

•expressions giving reasons using 'because'. 

Most children will: observe, describe and compare movements they 
make and movements of objects in terms of speed or direction; describe 
how to make a familiar object start moving by pushing or pulling and 
recognise dangers to themselves in moving objects 

Some children will not have made so much progress and will: observe 
and describe movements they and objects make 

Some children will have progressed further and will also: describe 
how windmills or water wheels are made to move and why it is dangerous 
to try to stop a heavy object moving
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