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What do families and What do families and What do families and What do families and 
friends do at Diwali?friends do at Diwali?friends do at Diwali?friends do at Diwali?

Sometimes families and Sometimes families and Sometimes families and Sometimes families and 
friends live a long way friends live a long way friends live a long way friends live a long way 
away from each other.away from each other.away from each other.away from each other.

They still want to get They still want to get They still want to get They still want to get 
together at Diwali so together at Diwali so together at Diwali so together at Diwali so 
they might decide to they might decide to they might decide to they might decide to 
meet at one of the meet at one of the meet at one of the meet at one of the 
temples.temples.temples.temples.
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are decorated with lights are decorated with lights are decorated with lights are decorated with lights 
and garlands of flowers.and garlands of flowers.and garlands of flowers.and garlands of flowers.

There are shops outside There are shops outside There are shops outside There are shops outside 
the temples that sell the temples that sell the temples that sell the temples that sell 
flower garlands to the flower garlands to the flower garlands to the flower garlands to the 
people who go to the people who go to the people who go to the people who go to the 
temples to worship.temples to worship.temples to worship.temples to worship.

Temples are places where Hindus go to worship and Temples are places where Hindus go to worship and Temples are places where Hindus go to worship and Temples are places where Hindus go to worship and 
to pray.to pray.to pray.to pray.
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Inside, the Inside, the Inside, the Inside, the 
temples are temples are temples are temples are 
beautifully beautifully beautifully beautifully 
decorated decorated decorated decorated 
and there and there and there and there 
are statues are statues are statues are statues 
of gods of gods of gods of gods 
where where where where 
people can people can people can people can 
say a say a say a say a 
prayer.prayer.prayer.prayer.
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When visitors get to the temple they ring the When visitors get to the temple they ring the When visitors get to the temple they ring the When visitors get to the temple they ring the 
temple bell. Then each person goes up to one of temple bell. Then each person goes up to one of temple bell. Then each person goes up to one of temple bell. Then each person goes up to one of 
the gods and says a special prayer.the gods and says a special prayer.the gods and says a special prayer.the gods and says a special prayer.

Many Hindus live in Many Hindus live in Many Hindus live in Many Hindus live in 
other countries, not other countries, not other countries, not other countries, not 
just in India. just in India. just in India. just in India. 

In our country Hindus In our country Hindus In our country Hindus In our country Hindus 
celebrate Diwali and go celebrate Diwali and go celebrate Diwali and go celebrate Diwali and go 
to the temple just as they do in India. to the temple just as they do in India. to the temple just as they do in India. to the temple just as they do in India. 
This temple is the Shree Krishnan Hindu temple in This temple is the Shree Krishnan Hindu temple in This temple is the Shree Krishnan Hindu temple in This temple is the Shree Krishnan Hindu temple in 
Wolverhampton in England.Wolverhampton in England.Wolverhampton in England.Wolverhampton in England.
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Hindus start every day of the festival with a bath. 
After that members of the family massage scented 
oils into each other’s hair.

Then it’s time 
for prayers at 
the family 
shrine. 

Almost all Hindus have a 
family shrine in the home.

It is a special place where they can go to pray.
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A photograph of 
the family’s 

favourite god.

A bell that is 
rung for 
prayer.

Flowers and fruit  
to smell nice.

Incense to 
perfume the air.

A lamp or 
candle that 
is lit during 
worship.

A book of 
scripture 
that has 
prayers to 
be read.

A family shrine
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The Hindu religion has stories of many godsgodsgodsgods and 
goddessesgoddessesgoddessesgoddesses. Hindus believe that all of these gods 
show them how to be good and kind.

Many Hindu 
people have 
pictures or 
statues of 
their favourite 
gods at home.

GaneshKrishna
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At Diwali families say prayers to their favourite gods.

Pictures, little 
statues and even 
god and goddess 
dolls are often 
given as Diwali 
gifts.

A special doll.
Ganesh
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Some of the Hindu gods are 
especially important to Hindus 
at Diwali. 
Can you remember 
why the goddess 
Lakshmi is 
important?

Hindus believe that Vishnu is an important god 
who cares for the world. They believe that he 
came to earth ten times and each time he came in 
a different disguise. Here he is disguised as 
Prince Rama.
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The story of 
RamaRamaRamaRama and SitaSitaSitaSita is 
a favourite story 
told during Diwali.

This is another picture 
of Prince Rama with his 
wife, Sita.
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The story took place long, long ago when it was 
very dark and there were many bad things 
happening.

In the story of 
Rama and Sita there 
was an evil demon 
called RavanaRavanaRavanaRavana.

He lived on an 
island called Lanka 
and he had ten 
heads.
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The story tells us how the evil Ravana captured 
Rama’s wife, Sita, and how HanumanHanumanHanumanHanuman, leader of 
the monkey army, helped Rama to rescue her.

This is 
Hanuman 
leader of 
the 
monkey 
army.
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During the battle 
to rescue Sita, 
Ravana tried to set 
Hanuman’s 
tail on fire.

Hanuman escaped 
from Ravana and 
flew round the city 
setting fire to all the 
buildings.
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When Rama and Sita returned to the kingdom of 
Ayodhya it was a very dark 
night and they couldn’t see 
where they were going.

The people put little lamps 
called diyas outside their 
houses so that the new king and queen 
could find their way back in the dark. 

Hindu people still light diyas for Diwali 
to remember Rama and Sita’s safe return 
from the battle where evil was defeated.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de



the fireworks remind them of the battle against the fireworks remind them of the battle against the fireworks remind them of the battle against the fireworks remind them of the battle against 
Ravanna and what happened when Ravanna tried Ravanna and what happened when Ravanna tried Ravanna and what happened when Ravanna tried Ravanna and what happened when Ravanna tried 
tried to set fire to Hanuman’s tail.tried to set fire to Hanuman’s tail.tried to set fire to Hanuman’s tail.tried to set fire to Hanuman’s tail.

When Hindus let off  When Hindus let off  When Hindus let off  When Hindus let off  
fireworks at Diwalifireworks at Diwalifireworks at Diwalifireworks at DiwaliSa
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people wear new 
clothes and share 
gifts with their friends 
and families.

Sweets, nuts and flowers 
are often given as gifts.

The third day is the most important day of the 
Diwali festival.
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There is a special meal with lots of delicious things 
to eat and the whole house is lit with diyas and 
candles.

Besan Ke Ladoo
(Diwali sweets)

Gulab Jamun
(fried dough balls in syrup)

Jalebi
(fried coils of batter)
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When it goes dark, it’s time for everyone to When it goes dark, it’s time for everyone to When it goes dark, it’s time for everyone to When it goes dark, it’s time for everyone to 
enjoy the fireworks.enjoy the fireworks.enjoy the fireworks.enjoy the fireworks.

Children love the Diwali Children love the Diwali Children love the Diwali Children love the Diwali 
fireworks that light up fireworks that light up fireworks that light up fireworks that light up 
the sky!the sky!the sky!the sky!
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Diwali is also a time for dancing.
Older Hindus teach the dances
to children and young people
so that the dances won’t be
forgotten.

The dandia raas dance is a
popular dance. Everyone has
two sticks called dandias. 
They tap the sticks in time to
the music and as the music
gets faster, so do the sticks.
It can be a bit dangerous!
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hear an instrument called a
shahnaishahnaishahnaishahnai which is a wind 
instrument. 

In India a sitar is also
played. It is a stringed

instrument. 

In India, people like to listen to music that is 
different to the music we are used to. They enjoy 
music not just at Diwali but at any time of the year, 
just like we do.

shahnai

Esc to stop
music
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Here’s a family shrine 
again.

Can you 
remember 
what you might 
find in a Hindu 
family shrine?
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Happy Diwali!Happy Diwali!
Link to Child Ed India Dance downloads
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www.ks1resources.co.uk


