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Saint Patrick is the 
Patron Saint of Ireland.Patron Saint of Ireland.Patron Saint of Ireland.Patron Saint of Ireland.

There are many stories 
about Saint Patrick who 
lived around 1500 
years ago. 
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Many years ago the High King of Ireland sat 
with his noblemen and their ladies in the great 
dining-hall of his palace.

Suddenly a soldier 
burst into the 
room. “Sire,” he 
said breathlessly, 
“someone has lit a 
fire!”
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Everyone stopped. There was a shocked silence.
It was Easter time and the king (who had been 
advised by his wizards) had ordered that no fire 
should be lit before the king’s fire was lit. 

Anyone who 
disobeyed this 
order would be 
put to death.
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Bring this person 
to me at once!

He ordered.

The king was shocked.
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The soldier ran outside and gathered together the 
king’s guards. In a very short time they were 
back pushing and shoving their prisoners infront 
of them.

There were twelve 
prisoners and they were 
all dressed in strange 
gowns that had been tied 
at the waist with a cord. 
The king looked at them 
and decided they looked 
harmless enough.Sa
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The 
king 
said…

You have lit a fire at this 
sacred time. Did you 
know that the penalty 

for this is death? 

Yes. We knew 
what we were 

doing and we did 
it so that we 
could speak to 

you.

Their leader, a 
quiet, grey 
haired man 
answered…Sa
mp
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The king laughed.

Well, say what you have to 
say before we put you to 
death. You have earned a 

few words. 
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So the quiet, grey haired priest (for that was 
what he was) began to tell his story.

He said that his 
name was Patrick. 
He had been born 
in Scotland but 
stolen from his 
parents by Irish 
pirates when he 
was a child.Sa
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He said that he had 
spent many years as a 
shepherd boy on the 
Irish hills before he had 
managed to escape. 

When he returned home, 
he had become a priest 
and followed the 
Christian faith.
He had travelled to 
many lands but he had 
never forgotten the Irish 
people who had been 
kind to him.
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Patrick told the king how he had decided to come 
back to Ireland to tell all the Irish people about 
Jesus so they could become good Christians.

He said that he had 
landed at Easter 
and had heard 
about the order not 
to light a fire. He 
had broken the 
order, and now here 
he was standing 
before the king.Sa
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The king thought for a moment then he said..

Who is this Jesus 
you keep talking 

about? 
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Patrick told the king the story of Jesus' life from 
the beginning to the end. Then he explained what 
Jesus had taught his people.

The king thought again.

What Patrick was 
telling him was very 
different from the 
magical beliefs that the 
king had been taught 
when he was a child.Sa
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He listened carefully to Patrick and he had to 
admit to himself that what Patrick was telling 
him about Jesus was very interesting.

He decided to let 
Patrick live for one 
more day while he 
thought about it 
further. He wanted to 
ask Patrick more 
questions about this 
strange new religion.
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In the morning Patrick was 
told to walk with the king in 
the palace grounds. 
The king began to question 
him and argue with him 
but Patrick answered all 
the king’s questions until finally, the king began 
to believe that Patrick might be right about this 
new religion.

Patrick and his friends were flung in prison for the 
night while the king went to bed to think.
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Then the king said…

One thing bothers me. 
It’s this idea that there 
is one god, but that he 

is really three. 
How can god have 

three parts?
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Patrick bent down and picked up a tiny 
three-leafed plant.

Look at this shamrock. 
It has three leaves. 

Yet there is only one plant. 
In the same way, God is 

three – the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit.
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The king was so taken by this 
idea that he said he had no 
more doubts and he wanted to 
become a Christian too.

That day Patrick 
baptised the king 
and many of his 
nobles.
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Soon Patrick set off from the palace to find others 
who would listen to him and choose to become 
Christians too. It wasn’t easy because their were 
bandits everywhere and it was dangerous because 
not everyone wanted to know about Jesus.

For thirty years Patrick 
and his friends travelled 
through Ireland 
preaching, baptising 
and building churches.
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At the end of that time Patrick was an old man 
but he had done what he had set out to do. 
Ireland had become a Christian country.

So every year on March 17th, 
the anniversary of Patrick’s 
death, Irish children put on 
their best clothes and pin a 
little bunch of shamrocks to 
their dresses and jackets. 
Then they go to church to sing 
hymns and listen to stories 
about Saint Patrick – and 
celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day.Sa
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Often there are Saint 
Patrick’s Day parties – not 
just for the children but for 
grownups too!
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In Ireland there are many statues 
of Saint Patrick. He is said to be 
buried in the churchyard in 
DownPatrick in Northern Ireland.
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Born at Kilpatrick, near Dumbarton, in Scotland, around 385/390. His parents 
were Calpurnius and Conchessa, who were Romans living in Britain in charge of 
the colonies. As a boy of fourteen or so, he was captured during a raiding party 
and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd and tend sheep. Ireland at this time was a 
land of Druids and pagans. He learned the language and practices of the people 
who held him. Patrick's captivity lasted until he was twenty, when he escaped 
after having a dream from God in which he was told to leave Ireland by going to 
the coast. There he found some sailors who took him back to Britain, where he 
reunited with his family. 
He had another dream in which the people of Ireland were calling out to him "We 
beg you, holy youth, to come and walk among us once more.“
He died at Saul, Downpatrick, Ireland, 17

th
March, 461/464

Why a shamrock?Why a shamrock?Why a shamrock?Why a shamrock? Patrick used the shamrock to explain the Trinity, and it has 
been associated with him and the Irish since that time.
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