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Introduction

Plants

Animals

What else lives there?

A rainforest is often 
described as a tall, 
dense jungle. The reason 
it is called a “rain” 
forest is because of the 
large amount of rain it 
gets every year.

Tropical rainforests get 
more than one and a 
half metres of rain every 
year and some get more 
than five metres!

There are two kinds of 
rainforests – tropical 
rainforests and temperate 
rainforests.
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Tropical rainforests are found closer to the 
equator and temperate rainforests are found 
further north. 
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Most of the houseplants 
you see in people’s houses 
come from the rainforests.
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Creepers and vines hang between 
the trees in the rainforest.

This vine has beautiful 
flowers and a sweet fruit 
called a passion fruit. 
It is found in the 
Amazon rainforest.Sa
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This is a giant kapok tree. Many different plants, birds and 
animals live in its branches. It is so tall that it towers 
above the emergent layer of the Amazon rainforest.

A kapok pod that 
shows the kapok fibres 
inside.

The fibres were used as 
a stuffing for cushions 
and teddy bears.

Long ago the fibres 
were also used to 
make lifejackets.
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This plant is known as 
lobster clawslobster clawslobster clawslobster claws and grows in 
the Amazon jungle.

Delicate orchids orchids orchids orchids hang from 
the the branches of tall 
trees. Sa
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This giant plant is one 
metre wide and is the 
biggest flower in the 
world. It is a rafflesia rafflesia rafflesia rafflesia 
flowerflowerflowerflower and it opens in 
the night and lasts for 
only one week.

It stinks of rotting meat!Sa
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This is a pitcher pitcher pitcher pitcher 
plantplantplantplant. It attracts 
insects to its sweet 
nectar. Insects land 
on the flower rim 
then they slip and 
fall inside where 
they drown in a 
liquid at the 
bottom. Then the  
plant soaks up the 
goodness from the 
insect’s body.
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The largest tropical rainforest is the Amazon 
Rainforest.

The Amazon River passes 
through the rainforest.Sa
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In the Amazon rainforest 
jaguarsjaguarsjaguarsjaguars prowl the forest 
floor. They hunt for 
animals such as deer and 
wild pigswild pigswild pigswild pigs called peccariespeccariespeccariespeccaries. 

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

Jaguars are the 
biggest cats in 
the Amazon 
jungle. They are 
good climbers 
and sleep in the 
branches. They 
hunt for meat 
and will eat

almost any living thing. They like to prowl along 
river banks and hook fish from the river with their 
paws. They will even attack sleeping alligators.Sa
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TapirsTapirsTapirsTapirs and capybarascapybarascapybarascapybaras
move quietly along the 
forest floor and at the 
first sign of danger, 
plunge into water.
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Capybaras are like giant guinea pigs

They are always 
found near water 
where they feed on 
water plants.
They are good 
swimmers and their 
feet are webbed to 
help them swim in 
the water. Their webbed feet make them slow and 
clumsy on land. They can be seen living in groups 
of 10 to 100.Sa
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Tapirs are shy and easily 
startled. They are very
good swimmers and if 
they need to hide from
a hungry jaguar they

can stay underwater for several minutes. 

A baby tapir is called a calf. It has stripes and 
spots to help camouflage it in the forest.

They eat plants that grow along river banks.
A tapir’s nose is stuck to its upper lip so that it has 
a useful trunk to help it tear leaves off branches.Sa
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High above the forest floor, woolly monkeyswoolly monkeyswoolly monkeyswoolly monkeys
swing through the branches of the trees looking 
for fruits. They also eat leaves, seeds, flowers and 
even some insects.

They use their tails like an extra hand 
and even hang by their tails to rest.
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Owl monkeysOwl monkeysOwl monkeysOwl monkeys also live in the Amazon rainforest. 
They are small and nocturnal and at night they 
search for fruits, seeds and flower nectar.

They often make long, 
low calls like a hooting 
noise as they move 
around the trees. 
During the day they 
rest. They sleep in tree 
hollows amongst the 
vines and creepers that 
grow near rivers.Sa
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Owl Monkeys
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ToucansToucansToucansToucans are very 
colourful. They are found 
in the forest canopy and 
have calls that can be 
heard over a mile away.

A toucan uses its 
long beak to crack 
open berries and 
seeds.Sa
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This is a humming humming humming humming 
birdbirdbirdbird. It is tiny. 
Hummingbirds hover 
next to flowers and 
feed on a sweet liquid 
inside called nectar.

They have long tongues 
that reach to the end of 
their long beaks. 
They use their tongues to 
lick the nectar from the 
flowers.
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AnacondasAnacondasAnacondasAnacondas are 
the biggest 
snakes in the 
world and can 
be twice as long 
as a street lamp!

They live in water and can swim well. Anacondas 
eat anything including fish and jaguars. An adult 
anaconda is so big that it can squeeze a crocodile 
to death and eat it whole. Then it won’t need to 
eat again for another month!
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TarantulasTarantulasTarantulasTarantulas are big, 
hairy spiders. 
They wait for their 
prey to wander past 
the opening of their 
burrow and then 
they pounce.

Tarantulas live in underground burrows, on the 
ground or in trees. They feed at night and eat 
grasshoppers, millipedes, other spiders, beetles, 
small snakes, lizards, frogs and small birds.Sa
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In the Amazon there are three types of tarantulas.

The black tarantula.

The pink-toe tarantula. 

The red tarantula.Sa
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This is a termite termite termite termite 
moundmoundmoundmound built by …. 
termites.

These are huge ant ant ant ant 
nestsnestsnestsnests hanging 
from trees.
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The giant anteatergiant anteatergiant anteatergiant anteater has 
very good smell and 
hearing so that it can 
search out ants and eat 
them. It also eats grubs 
and termites.

The anteater has a long snout and a 
sticky tongue that it uses to trap 
insects. The claws on its front feet 
help it to tear into ant and termite 
nests.Sa
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There are many 
types of frogs 
in the Amazon.
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This brightly coloured frog is 
an Amazonian Poison FrogAmazonian Poison FrogAmazonian Poison FrogAmazonian Poison Frog. It 
is very small and eats small 
insects such as fruit flies, ants 
crickets and termites.

They are 
poisonous and 
their bright 
colours warm 
predators that if 
they eat this frog they will die.
They are usually found on or near the ground.
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This is an Amazon Horned Frog. Amazon Horned Frog. Amazon Horned Frog. Amazon Horned Frog. 

It is big and can 
grow up to 20cm 
long. It grows so big 
because it isn’t fussy 
about what it eats. 
It hides in leaf litter 
or mud and when 
anything smaller 
than itself goes by it springs out and swallows its 
prey whole.S
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