
Henri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri RousseauHenri Rousseau

The imagination The imagination The imagination The imagination The imagination The imagination The imagination The imagination 
of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….of the artist ….

MD 2008

Henri Rousseau was an artist. He was born in France more 
than 150 years ago. He taught himself how to paint.
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Henri Rousseau 
painted this 
portrait of himself 
in 1903 when he 
was 57 years old.
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His best known 
paintings are 
of jungles, 
even though 
he never left 
France or went 
to a jungle.
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Nothing makes me 
so happy as to 
observe nature 

and to paint 
what I see.

Create a Jungle
like Henri Rousseau

Interactive Link
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He never 
actually went to 
a jungle but he 
spent a lot of 
time carefully 
looking at the 
foliage (leaves 
and plants) in 
the botanical 
gardens in Paris. Sa
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He also looked at illustrations in books and went to see the animals 
in the zoo.

Surprised! was Henri Rousseau’s first jungle painting.
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Henri Rousseau used his 
imagination to create beautiful 
paintings of jungle plants. 

Exotic Landscape
by Henri Rousseau

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

When you look 
at the size of 
the animals he 
painted and 
then look at the 
size of the 
plants, what do 
you notice?
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He exaggeratedexaggeratedexaggeratedexaggerated the 
size of the plants 
and flowers. 

He makes them 
much bigger than 
we would expect 
them to be and, 
because they are so 
big, they make a rich environment for the creatures 
that he imagines in his jungle, fantasy world.
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The animals 
sometimes blend 
into the 
background or hide 
in the trees. 

You need to look 
very carefully to 
find them all.Sa
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Oranges by Henri Rousseau

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
When Henri Rousseau painted jungles he used 
more than 50 different shades of green. 

The Equatorial Jungle 
by Henri Rousseau
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Tropical Forest with Monkeys
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In this painting exotic animals are surrounded by lush 
plants that look like a jungle. It’s an imaginary place that 
Rousseau invented.

The animals in his painting 
are not always quite real. 
A black and white languor 
monkey is sitting on a 
branch fishing with pole. 
The brown monkey is also 
fishing. Rousseau has used 
his imagination.

There are two orange gibbon monkeys swinging through the 
trees. In real life they don’t have tails but Rousseau has 
given them tails in this painting.
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Woman Walking 

in an Exotic 
Forest

What do you 
notice about 

the plants 
in this painting?Sa
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Henri Rousseau spent a long time on each 
painting and painted in layers. He started with 
the sky in the background and ended with the 
animals or people in the 
foreground. He had to wait 
for each layer to dry.

This painting is called 
Two Monkeys in the JungleSa
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Combat of a tiger and a buffalo
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Exotic Landscape 
by Henri Rousseau
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Observe art by Rousseau and discuss:
a) the dream-like effect of his painting 
b) the layering of background, midground and foreground 
c) his frequent use of an animal and sun or moon
d) use of overlapping etc.

Adjectives describing his jungle paintings:
Primitive, exotic, stylised, simplified, bright, colourful, bold, bright, dramatic, 
atmospheric, imaginative

Link to KinderArt

Link Lesson Plans KS1 & KS2
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