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Schools in Victorian Times

We need more workers that
can read and write and do
sums. We need to make a
new law so that all children
can go to school.
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By the time Queen Victoria was an old lady, all
children between 5 and 13 had to go to school.
It was the law. For the first time, all children
could be taught how to read and write.

S

Dames weren’t properly
trained teachers.
Sometimes they got on
with their chores and
didn’t teach the
children at all!
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They thought that the
poor should should be
able to read the Bible
but they didn’t want
them to be able to read
other thing like
newspapers. They
thought they might
become too clever!
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The drawing shows a
Victorian Dame School.
School
Dame schools were
found in most villages.
For many poor
children, it was the
only kind of school they
had chance to go to.
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Ragged schools were set up in towns and run by
people who cared about the poorest children.

Parents of children at the Board schools still had
to pay for them to go there. The law said that all
children aged between five and ten must go to
school.

S

e
pl
am

All children should go to
school and learn how to
read and write, not just
the rich!
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It only cost a few
pennies but many
people couldn’t
afford to send their
children to school.
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Not all Victorians agreed that the poor shouldn’t
learn to read and write. They thought that all
children should go to school to learn to read and
write and to learn about arithmetic.
arithmetic
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There were many children who didn’t have any
education at all because their parents couldn’t
afford the few pennies it cost to send them to
Dame School.
This is a
painting of a
Dame School
(1887). The
children were
all taught
together in the
dame’s home.
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People complain that the
children are ragged and dirty,
some revoltingly so. Their
teachers say that when they first
go into a classroom they whistle,
sing, shout and yell but we must
help them so they can
have a better life.
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In 1870 a new law was passed. It said that there
had to be a school in every town and village.
This meant that all children had to go to school.
New schools called Board Schools were built.
They were run
by a groups of
important local
people called
the school
board.
board
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dame’
The ‘dame
dame was usually
an old lady who earned
a few pennies by
teaching the children.

There were also ragged schools.
schools Ragged schools
were free so that the poorest children could go
there. Some were so poor they had no shoes and
were very dirty. Each child was given a free dinner.
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Workers don’t need to
read or write. It can only
lead to trouble. They’ll be
telling us what to do if
we educate them!
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There were many different kinds of school.
The rich sent
their sons to
boarding school
while their
daughters were
taught at home
by a governess.
governess

The rich said….

What do you think? Do you agree or disagree?

But what were Victorian schools like?
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The teacher taught the monitors and then the
monitors taught groups of children. That way
the monitors did most of the teaching while the
teacher watched over and supervised the class.
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In Victorian times wealthy people were not sure
that everyone should learn to read and write.
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Some children went to schools that were run by
churches. The church schools had one very big
classroom with as many as 100 children in it!
One teacher
stayed at the
front of the
class and there
were older
children called
monitors to
help teach the
other children.
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In 1891 Board Schools were
made free but even then
many parents wouldn’t let
their children go to school.
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He doesn’t earn much
in the factory but I
can’t afford to lose
his wages. I’ve got
too many mouths to
feed at home.

We’ll agree to a
halfhalf-time system.
system Children
can work in the factories
until it’s time for school.
After school they can go
back to the factory until
ten o’clock.

School? I don’t want to lose my child workers.
Why should I pay more for wages for a
grown up to do the same job a child can do!
No it’s much cheaper to have
children working for me.
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It was hard being a
child in Victorian
times. Their lives were
very different to yours.
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Do you think it was a happy life?
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The School Board discussed
the problem and in the end
they made a decision.

Teachers Notes:

S

BBC – School Link

The children were always
tired and often fell asleep
but it was dangerous to
fall asleep at work. Many
children were badly hurt.
Some were killed.
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1837 – Victoria became queen
1870 – Board Schools for 5 to 11 year olds
1880 – Made compulsory for children up to 12
to go to school, most children had to
pay.
1891 – Education becomes free and compulsory
for all 5 to 13 year olds
1901 – Victoria dies.
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It wasn’t until 1918, after
Queen Victoria’s death,
that laws were made to
stop the half-time system
and children were no
longer allowed to work
until they were twelve
years old.
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Making bricks

