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Beatrix Potter’s DiaryBeatrix Potter’s DiaryBeatrix Potter’s DiaryBeatrix Potter’s Diary

Writing a diary.Writing a diary.Writing a diary.Writing a diary.

Dear DiaryDear DiaryDear DiaryDear Diary

To write a Personal Diary Entry using detail and description
To investigate time connectives. 
To write in the first person using the past tense

Here are some very old photographs 
of a little girl called Beatrix Potter. 
She was born more than 100 years 
ago.

This is a photograph of Beatrix and 
her spaniel, Spot. It was taken by 
her father when Beatrix was fifteen.
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Beatrix Potter was an 
author and illustrator.
She wrote lots of books for 
children. Perhaps you’ve 
heard of a little rabbit 
called Peter Rabbit - he’s a 
character in 
one of her 
books.

story to read
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When Beatrix was 
sixteen she started to 
keep a diary.

Do you 
know what 
a diary is?
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Every day Beatrix wrote a little bit about what she had 
seen, what she had done and what she thought that day.
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Beatrix Potter wrote something in her diary every 
day until she was 30 years old!
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This diary entry was written more than 100 years 
ago when Beatrix was still a child. She had gone 
with her parents to visit to an Exhibition 
of paintings. Everyone was dressed 
smartly and on their best behaviour…..
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Diaries, like the ones Beatrix Potter wrote, are 
really meant to be private. It was a place where 
she could record her thoughts and feelings, note 
down things that made her feel happy or sad and 
scribble down her thoughts.

When she died, she left her 
diaries so that anyone could see 
them and read them.
They tell us a lot about her and 
what it was like in her time.Sa

mp
le 
Sli
de

Do you know why people keep diaries? Do you know why people keep diaries? Do you know why people keep diaries? Do you know why people keep diaries? 

Diaries can help people remember 
things that have happened but 
also, if they write down what they 
intend to do, it can help them to 
plan ahead.

Diaries are special 
because they are 
private.
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Often people write something in their diary 
every day and they use the name of the 
day and the date as a heading.

Saturday November 5Saturday November 5Saturday November 5Saturday November 5thththth 2008200820082008
I went to a bonfire party at Tom’s 
house. We had toffee apples and 
popcorn to eat and there were lots 
of noisy fireworks. We were out really late. 
It was great! Tom’s dad took some photos.
Tom said to remind him about the photos when I go 
round tomorrow. I can’t wait to see them.
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Writing a diary is fun. It’s a good place to keep 
your memories so you don’t forget them.  

To keep a 
diary all you 
need to do 
is write 
something 
everyday --
something 
about how 
your day 
went.

Sunday

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday
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When you write a diary you need to think about…  

• Writing in time order.Writing in time order.Writing in time order.Writing in time order. That means, start with 
things that happened earlier in the day and finish 
with what happened at the end of the day.

• Use IIII and wewewewe....
That means you are writing in the first person.the first person.the first person.the first person.

• Write about things that have happened to you 
or your family or your friends. Things you want 
to remember.
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Don’t let your memories
fade away

write your diary
every day.
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Writing a diary can be 
fun if you use your 

imagination!

Now what shall I write 
in my diary today?

Sunday March 3rdSunday March 3rdSunday March 3rdSunday March 3rd

Dear DiaryDear DiaryDear DiaryDear Diary
This morning I locked 
myself in my spell room 
and had a go at that new 
spell I’d been meaning to 
try for ages. Unfortunately, 
I’d run out of eye of newteye of newteye of newteye of newt. 
Must remember to get 
some from Winnie in the 
morning. Hope she’ll be in.
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Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.
Can you guess who that someone might be?Can you guess who that someone might be?Can you guess who that someone might be?Can you guess who that someone might be?

Wednesday February 24thWednesday February 24thWednesday February 24thWednesday February 24th

Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,
I’m really getting fed up. Every time I take those I’m really getting fed up. Every time I take those I’m really getting fed up. Every time I take those I’m really getting fed up. Every time I take those 
silly sheep out to the field they get lost. Today silly sheep out to the field they get lost. Today silly sheep out to the field they get lost. Today silly sheep out to the field they get lost. Today 
was even worse than yesterday. I set off with the was even worse than yesterday. I set off with the was even worse than yesterday. I set off with the was even worse than yesterday. I set off with the 
silly things and then my mobile phone rang. By silly things and then my mobile phone rang. By silly things and then my mobile phone rang. By silly things and then my mobile phone rang. By 
the time I’d finished talking they’d all vanished. the time I’d finished talking they’d all vanished. the time I’d finished talking they’d all vanished. the time I’d finished talking they’d all vanished. 
The only thing I can do is wait for them to come The only thing I can do is wait for them to come The only thing I can do is wait for them to come The only thing I can do is wait for them to come 
home but I keep getting into trouble! I’m sick of it.home but I keep getting into trouble! I’m sick of it.home but I keep getting into trouble! I’m sick of it.home but I keep getting into trouble! I’m sick of it.
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Thursday February 25thThursday February 25thThursday February 25thThursday February 25th

Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,
I just knew it! They did it again. I turned my back I just knew it! They did it again. I turned my back I just knew it! They did it again. I turned my back I just knew it! They did it again. I turned my back 
on them for one minute while I talked to Little on them for one minute while I talked to Little on them for one minute while I talked to Little on them for one minute while I talked to Little 
Boy Blue and whoosh. They’d gone. Then, finally, Boy Blue and whoosh. They’d gone. Then, finally, Boy Blue and whoosh. They’d gone. Then, finally, Boy Blue and whoosh. They’d gone. Then, finally, 
they turned up but they’ve left their tails behind they turned up but they’ve left their tails behind they turned up but they’ve left their tails behind they turned up but they’ve left their tails behind 
them. That’s it I’m giving up. Mary, Mary can them. That’s it I’m giving up. Mary, Mary can them. That’s it I’m giving up. Mary, Mary can them. That’s it I’m giving up. Mary, Mary can 
have my job from now on.have my job from now on.have my job from now on.have my job from now on.
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Friday February 26thFriday February 26thFriday February 26thFriday February 26th

Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,
Left the silly sheep in their pens and went to see Left the silly sheep in their pens and went to see Left the silly sheep in their pens and went to see Left the silly sheep in their pens and went to see 
Mary, Mary. No luck. She said she was far too Mary, Mary. No luck. She said she was far too Mary, Mary. No luck. She said she was far too Mary, Mary. No luck. She said she was far too 
busy with her garden to look after any sheep. busy with her garden to look after any sheep. busy with her garden to look after any sheep. busy with her garden to look after any sheep. 
Looks like I’m stuck with them.Looks like I’m stuck with them.Looks like I’m stuck with them.Looks like I’m stuck with them.
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Did you guess it was me? 
Little Bo Peep?
I wrote the diary.
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Friday February 26thFriday February 26thFriday February 26thFriday February 26th

Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,

Had a visit from Little Bo Peep this morning about Had a visit from Little Bo Peep this morning about Had a visit from Little Bo Peep this morning about Had a visit from Little Bo Peep this morning about 

those sheep of hers. She really should take better those sheep of hers. She really should take better those sheep of hers. She really should take better those sheep of hers. She really should take better 

care of them. She lets them wander off all over care of them. She lets them wander off all over care of them. She lets them wander off all over care of them. She lets them wander off all over 

the place while she sits daydreaming. She wanted the place while she sits daydreaming. She wanted the place while she sits daydreaming. She wanted the place while she sits daydreaming. She wanted 

me to have her job. Me! I told her I’m far too busy me to have her job. Me! I told her I’m far too busy me to have her job. Me! I told her I’m far too busy me to have her job. Me! I told her I’m far too busy 

looking after my garden. She should stay awake looking after my garden. She should stay awake looking after my garden. She should stay awake looking after my garden. She should stay awake 

and look after her sheep properly, then she and look after her sheep properly, then she and look after her sheep properly, then she and look after her sheep properly, then she 

wouldn’t keep losing them.wouldn’t keep losing them.wouldn’t keep losing them.wouldn’t keep losing them.

Who do you think Who do you think Who do you think Who do you think 
wrote this?wrote this?wrote this?wrote this?
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Saturday February 27thSaturday February 27thSaturday February 27thSaturday February 27th

Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,Dear Diary,

Little Boy Blue came round this afternoon. He said Little Boy Blue came round this afternoon. He said Little Boy Blue came round this afternoon. He said Little Boy Blue came round this afternoon. He said 

he’d offered to help Bo Peep look after her sheep. he’d offered to help Bo Peep look after her sheep. he’d offered to help Bo Peep look after her sheep. he’d offered to help Bo Peep look after her sheep. 

I’ve no idea how that will turn out. He’s not I’ve no idea how that will turn out. He’s not I’ve no idea how that will turn out. He’s not I’ve no idea how that will turn out. He’s not 

exactly very good at looking after his own sheep!exactly very good at looking after his own sheep!exactly very good at looking after his own sheep!exactly very good at looking after his own sheep!

Spent the rest of the afternoon gardening. My Spent the rest of the afternoon gardening. My Spent the rest of the afternoon gardening. My Spent the rest of the afternoon gardening. My 

garden certainly keeps me busy but the cockle garden certainly keeps me busy but the cockle garden certainly keeps me busy but the cockle garden certainly keeps me busy but the cockle 

shells and silver bells look beautiful next to the shells and silver bells look beautiful next to the shells and silver bells look beautiful next to the shells and silver bells look beautiful next to the 

pretty maids that I put all in a row.pretty maids that I put all in a row.pretty maids that I put all in a row.pretty maids that I put all in a row.
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Did you guess it was me? 
Mary, Mary, Quite 

Contrary?
I wrote the diary.
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This is from the diary of a soldier. What is he This is from the diary of a soldier. What is he This is from the diary of a soldier. What is he This is from the diary of a soldier. What is he 
writing about?writing about?writing about?writing about?

October 7October 7October 7October 7thththth 1809180918091809

We were out hunting when the King got a We were out hunting when the King got a We were out hunting when the King got a We were out hunting when the King got a 
message just before it got dark. It said there was message just before it got dark. It said there was message just before it got dark. It said there was message just before it got dark. It said there was 
someone up on the castle wall acting suspiciously. someone up on the castle wall acting suspiciously. someone up on the castle wall acting suspiciously. someone up on the castle wall acting suspiciously. 
All the King’s horses and all the King’s men are to All the King’s horses and all the King’s men are to All the King’s horses and all the King’s men are to All the King’s horses and all the King’s men are to 
ride out and take a look as soon as it gets light ride out and take a look as soon as it gets light ride out and take a look as soon as it gets light ride out and take a look as soon as it gets light 
tomorrow morning. It must be serious if they tomorrow morning. It must be serious if they tomorrow morning. It must be serious if they tomorrow morning. It must be serious if they 
called the King.called the King.called the King.called the King.
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October 8October 8October 8October 8thththth 1809180918091809

We got to the wall at the far end of the We got to the wall at the far end of the We got to the wall at the far end of the We got to the wall at the far end of the 

castle around 9 in the morning only to find castle around 9 in the morning only to find castle around 9 in the morning only to find castle around 9 in the morning only to find 

it was too late. There had been a terrible accident. it was too late. There had been a terrible accident. it was too late. There had been a terrible accident. it was too late. There had been a terrible accident. 

The casualty was one Mr Humpty Dumpty who The casualty was one Mr Humpty Dumpty who The casualty was one Mr Humpty Dumpty who The casualty was one Mr Humpty Dumpty who 

appears to have been an egg! We spent hours appears to have been an egg! We spent hours appears to have been an egg! We spent hours appears to have been an egg! We spent hours 

trying to put this egg back together again but it trying to put this egg back together again but it trying to put this egg back together again but it trying to put this egg back together again but it 

was impossible. Serves it right really because it was impossible. Serves it right really because it was impossible. Serves it right really because it was impossible. Serves it right really because it 

shouldn’t have been messing about on the wall in shouldn’t have been messing about on the wall in shouldn’t have been messing about on the wall in shouldn’t have been messing about on the wall in 

the first place.the first place.the first place.the first place.
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Did you guess I was 
writing about the day 
Humpty Dumpty fell off 

the wall?
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Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.Here’s something that someone wrote in their diary.
Can you guess who this someone might be?Can you guess who this someone might be?Can you guess who this someone might be?Can you guess who this someone might be?

Monday June 10Monday June 10Monday June 10Monday June 10thththth

It was my turn on lookout in the crow’s nest today. It was my turn on lookout in the crow’s nest today. It was my turn on lookout in the crow’s nest today. It was my turn on lookout in the crow’s nest today. 

Got soaked to the skin but saw nothing.Got soaked to the skin but saw nothing.Got soaked to the skin but saw nothing.Got soaked to the skin but saw nothing.

Dinner was really bad. There were weevils in the Dinner was really bad. There were weevils in the Dinner was really bad. There were weevils in the Dinner was really bad. There were weevils in the 

ship’s biscuits and the fish stew stank. We’ve been ship’s biscuits and the fish stew stank. We’ve been ship’s biscuits and the fish stew stank. We’ve been ship’s biscuits and the fish stew stank. We’ve been 

away for two weeks now and still not found any away for two weeks now and still not found any away for two weeks now and still not found any away for two weeks now and still not found any 

treasure. Getting fed up with all all this waiting.treasure. Getting fed up with all all this waiting.treasure. Getting fed up with all all this waiting.treasure. Getting fed up with all all this waiting.
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Did you guess it was me?
Jolly Jack the Pirate? 
I wrote the diary.
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EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF THOMAS FARYNOREXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF THOMAS FARYNOREXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF THOMAS FARYNOREXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF THOMAS FARYNOR
BAKER TO KING CHARLES II, PUDDING LANE, LONDONBAKER TO KING CHARLES II, PUDDING LANE, LONDONBAKER TO KING CHARLES II, PUDDING LANE, LONDONBAKER TO KING CHARLES II, PUDDING LANE, LONDON

Sunday September 2nd 1666Sunday September 2nd 1666Sunday September 2nd 1666Sunday September 2nd 1666

12.30 am and I’ve just got home from work, made 300 loaves 
today plus a dozen doughnuts (with pink icing on the top) for 

the king. They’re his favourites!

Really tired, going to bed now, got an early start tomorrow.

Keep thinking I’ve forgotten to do something………..
Did I turn the oven off?

Ah well, what’s the worst that can happen?

A Poem by Steve FisherA Poem by Steve FisherA Poem by Steve FisherA Poem by Steve Fisher
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pupil Objective teacher

I can write an opening that tells my reader when 
and where this event happened

I can write about my event in the right order

I can use interesting words to describe things

I can use simple sentences

I can use ‘and’ or ‘but’ to join my ideas together

I can use ‘then’, ‘so’ or ‘next’ to show the right 
order of events

I can use full stops and capital letters

Useful planning structure
•Timeline using pictures or simple words. 

Always teach children how to use the plan to support with the writing
1. Talk through the plan with a talk partner before writing
2.Use the plan to help them to recall what happened in the correct sequence
3.Use words, phrases or little pictures as ‘memory joggers’ to help them to remember the details when they write

Common forms
Letter, biography or autobiography, diary, newspaper, write up of a trip, account of a science activity

Taken from LINK

Additional features to enhance the 
quality of writing (RECOUNTS)

•Encourage the use of pronouns to refer 

back to people or things written about 

earlier

•Use ‘how’ when’ and ‘where’ words to give 

extra information e.g. in the car 

•Use the past tense

•Encourage the use of detail to add 

description to the recount e.g. big, grey 

elephant. Shining, silky water

•Refer to the reader to make the writing 

more meaningful e.g. you would really enjoy 

the horse riding there

Who Was Humpty Dumpty?
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