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MD 2008 This is a game that is easy to playThis is a game that is easy to playThis is a game that is easy to playThis is a game that is easy to play....

What can you do Punchinello, funny fellow?
What can you do, Punchinello, funny you?

We can do it, too, Punchinello, funny fellow.
We can do it, too, Punchinello, funny you.

Choose someone new, Punchinello, funny fellow.
Choose someone new, Punchinello, funny you.

We can do it, too, Punchinello, funny fellow.

We can do it, too, Punchinello, funny you.

Esc to stop music
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This is what you doThis is what you doThis is what you doThis is what you do::::

As you sing, you act out the movements of the puppet.

1. Stand in a circle. 

2. One of you is chosen to stand in the middle and be the 

“Punchinello”. 

3. “Punchinello” acts out puppet-like movements while everyone 

else sings the first verse. 

4. Then, they copy “Punchinello's” movements while singing the 

second verse. 

5. Finally, while the third verse is sung, "Punchinello" chooses 

someone to take his or her place in the middle and become the  

new “Punchinello”.
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The original Mr Punch came from Italy 
more than four hundred years ago. 
He was called PunchinelloPunchinelloPunchinelloPunchinello.

He was a marionette. 
That is a special name for the 
kind of puppet that is worked 
by strings. 
.

This is Punchinello.
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In 1662, a man called Samuel 
Pepys and some of his friends 
stopped to see an Italian 
puppet show on the streets of 
London. The main puppet was 
called Punchinello and he made 
everyone laugh. 

Afterwards Samuel Pepys 
wrote about the puppet show 
in his diary.
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There were other puppet 
theatres in London and 
soon every puppeteer 
wanted a Punchinello 
puppet. 

This picture shows 
what the Punchinello 
show was like more 
than three hundred 
years ago.
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Can you remember what kind of 
puppet Punchinello was?

In Victorian times, when Queen 
Victoria was our queen, some 
puppeteers decided to change him 
into a glove puppet. 
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They also changed Punchinello’s 
name to Punch because it was 
easier to say. It was when he 
became a glove puppet that the 
Punch and Judy Show began.
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The Punch and 
Judy Show started 
as Victorian street 
entertainment.

If you had lived 
one hundred years 
ago, you would 
have seen a Punch 
and Judy show on 
the streets of most 
towns.                  
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This painting by the 
artist Arthur Boyd 
Houghton was painted 
in 1860. It is a 
painting of the crowd 
that had stopped to 
watch a Punch and 
Judy show on the 
streets of London more 
than 100 years ago.
Grown ups and children 
loved to watch Punch 
and Judy.
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At the end of the performance, the puppet theatre 
and all the puppets were put on a cart and 
wheeled to the next street. There they would 
perform again to more people passing by.

Punch was changed from a 
marionette into a glove 
puppet because glove 
puppets were easier to 
carry from one place to 
another.
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Victorian puppets, more 
than 100 years old.   
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When people discovered 
that it was good to go 
to the seaside, Punch 
and Judy went to the 
seaside too.Sa
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Punch and Judy on the beach at Llandudno in 1887.
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1950s

In those days it 
cost 3 old 
pennies to see 
the show.

Here they are at 
the seaside 
almost 60 years 
ago.
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Punch had a special seaside song.
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Then and Now
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Have you a penny? Well then, stay!Have you a penny? Well then, stay!Have you a penny? Well then, stay!Have you a penny? Well then, stay!

Haven’t you any? Don’t go away!Haven’t you any? Don’t go away!Haven’t you any? Don’t go away!Haven’t you any? Don’t go away!

Punch holds receptions all through the day,Punch holds receptions all through the day,Punch holds receptions all through the day,Punch holds receptions all through the day,

Shrieking aloud to gather a crowd.Shrieking aloud to gather a crowd.Shrieking aloud to gather a crowd.Shrieking aloud to gather a crowd.

Scolding at Toby, beating his Wife,Scolding at Toby, beating his Wife,Scolding at Toby, beating his Wife,Scolding at Toby, beating his Wife,

Frightening the Constable out of his life,Frightening the Constable out of his life,Frightening the Constable out of his life,Frightening the Constable out of his life,

And making jokes in a terrible passion,And making jokes in a terrible passion,And making jokes in a terrible passion,And making jokes in a terrible passion,

As is Mr Punch’s peculiar fashion;As is Mr Punch’s peculiar fashion;As is Mr Punch’s peculiar fashion;As is Mr Punch’s peculiar fashion;

For this is his old, delightful planFor this is his old, delightful planFor this is his old, delightful planFor this is his old, delightful plan

Of getting as many pence as he can.Of getting as many pence as he can.Of getting as many pence as he can.Of getting as many pence as he can.

Then away he’ll jog,Then away he’ll jog,Then away he’ll jog,Then away he’ll jog,

With his Wife and his Dog,With his Wife and his Dog,With his Wife and his Dog,With his Wife and his Dog,

New folks to meetNew folks to meetNew folks to meetNew folks to meet

In the very next street.In the very next street.In the very next street.In the very next street.
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Then and Now  
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What is Punch like as a character?
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Punch has a hooked nose and carries a stick 
almost as large as himself. 

He is a boastful bully and hits 
all the other puppets with his 
stick or his string of sausages. 

His silly antics and tricks have made 
people laugh for hundreds of years!
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Punch has always had a special squawking voice …. 

That’s the way 
to do it!

Sam
ple

 Sl
ide

Punch’s wife is called Judy.

Baby is called Marmaduke.

Who are the characters in a 
Punch and Judy show?
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Punch is jealous of 
Marmaduke and threatens 
to turn him into sausages!

Punch is always falling out with Judy. He is very 
selfish and when he promises to behave he always 
forgets.
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There is a dog called Toby and a clown called Joey.
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Toby was often a real live dog.      
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In Victorian times there was 
a ‘Beadle’ character. He was 
a very early policeman.

The Beadle became the 
Policeman.
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There was also a doctor.

The way the doctor 
puppet looked changed 
over the years too.Sam
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Punch’s sausage machines changed too.

Later there was a 
crocodile character.
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Perhaps you’ve seen 
them all at the 
seaside.
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