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Where is India?

The Landscape

The Weather

Indian Families

Traditional Clothes

Going To School

More than a billion people live in 
India, more than in any other 
country except China.

India is the largest 
country in Asia and the 
seventh largest country 
in the world. 
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India has a long coastline. The coastline is 
where the land meets the sea.
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India’s capital city is 
New Delhi. It’s a busy 
city and many people 
live and work there. 
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The Taj Majal
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All of India’s cities are over-crowded and there are 
many poor people who live there.

Buses in 
New-Delhi 
are often 
over-crowded with people clinging  
on everywhere!

The streets are full of 
people and traffic.
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There are cars, 
scooters, buses, 
trams, lorries 
and bicycle 
rickshaws…….

and lots of traffic jams!
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In the north there are the 
snowy Himalayan Mountains. 

The tops of the Himalayas 
are covered with snow all 
year round.
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Across the middle of the 
country, the land is flat 
and crossed by three 
great rivers, including 
the Ganges.
The Ganges is India’s 
largest and most 
important river. It is a 
Holy River and Hindus 
believe that bathing 
there will wash away 
their sins and make 
them good Hindus.
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Along India’s border with 
Pakistan is the dry Thar Desert. 
Very little rain falls there so 
water is scarce and hardly 
anything grows.

The Thar desert is home 
to many people. They 
live in small communities 
where they dig deep into 
the ground to find 
water.Sa
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This is the village well.
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Carrying water from the nearest well.Sa
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Houses made of sticks in the Thar DesertSa
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The desert is also home 
to nomads who travel 
around the desert 
living off any animals 
and plants they can 
find.
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In the south there is the 
Deccan Plateau.
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The Deccan Plateau
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Tigers still live 
wild in India’s 
forests and 
jungles.

On either side of the 
Deccan Plateau, are 
the forested 
mountains of the 
Eastern and Western 
Ghats.

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

India has many beautiful, 
sandy beaches, especially in 
the states of Goa and 
Kerala. 

Holidaymakers 
from all over 
the world 
spend their 
holidays there.Sa

mp
le 

Sl
ide

In India it’s cooler from October
to February. Then the very hot 
summer arrives. The summer brings 
drought to many parts of the 
country because there is no rain
and it’s so hot the water begins to dry up.

The land dries out and 
cracks. The rivers dry 
up and it’s hard to find 
water.Sa
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drought
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Then the monsoon starts. The monsoon is a wind 
that brings heavy rain every day. Often there are 
floods.

But, many Indian songs and 
poems celebrate the start of the 
monsoon rains because without 
rain, nothing can survive.Sa
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Family life is very 
important in India. 
Often children, parents 
and grandparents live 
together in the same 
house.

Family celebrations and 
religious festivals are a 
time for relatives to get 
together. Sa
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India is divided into 
areas called statesstatesstatesstates. 
Each state has its own 
language, costumes 
and traditions. 
Religion is very 
important to Indian 
people. They say 
prayers every day and 
live their lives

according to their religion. Most people are Hindus 
but others are Muslims, Sikhs or Christians.Sa
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Hindu homes have family shrines for daily prayers.
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Most people in India live in 
the country. Many have 
small plots of land that they 
farm. They grow food to eat 
and sometimes sell some of it 
or swap it at market. 

They keep cows for  milk 
and use oxen or water 
buffaloes to pull farm carts.Sa
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People use their animals 
to transport goods from 
one place to another.
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These people are selling 
their vegetables at the 
market.
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Some people make things 
to sell such as cloth or 
baskets. They sell them at 
the market or on street 
corners. 

Street sellers use bicycles 
to carry their goods from 
village to village where 
they set up their stalls. 
This street seller is going 
to sell his baskets.Sa
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People in the cities often wear clothes that are 
like our clothes but in the countryside and desert 
they wear more traditional clothes.

These men are wearing 
the Dhoti. A Dhoti is a 
long strip of cloth that is 
tied around the waist 
and legs.
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The Kurta is a knee length shirt without a collar. 

It is worn 
with a pair of 
trousers that 
are tied with 
string at the 
waist.
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Hindu men often wear turbans on their heads.
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Women often wear a traditional sari like the one 
this mother is wearing. Her children are wearing 
their school uniform.Sa
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In Rajastan and 
Gujarat, the 
traditional dress 
for women has 
three pieces. 

The skirt is called a ghagra, the blouse is called a 
kurti and the scarf is called an orhni.Sa
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Traditional Indian 
saris are very 
beautiful.

Traditional 
clothes and 
modern clothes 
are worn.Sa
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Children in India 
start school when 
they are six or 
seven years old.
School is free
for all children 
until they are 
fourteen years old. 

Many children from poor families don’t go to 
school or only go for a few years. They have to 
work to bring in money for their families. The very 
poorest children live on the streets and beg for 
money.
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A country school in 
India. How is it 
different to your 
school?
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