
MD 2009

Homes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in JapanHomes in Japan

A lot of people live in Japan 
and it is very over  crowded.
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There is only a 
small amount of 
space for people to 
live because there 
are a lot of 
mountains and very 
little flat space to 
build homes on. 

The cities are filled 
with tall buildings 
because they take 
up less space on 
the ground.Sa
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In the centre of most Japanese cities, the 
buildings are made of steel and concrete.
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Tokyo is the capital city. Over 12 million people 
live in the city centre!
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Okazaki is another city in 
Japan. It has many modern 
buildings but it also has a 
beautiful old castle.Sa
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Many families live in apartments in the cities 
where the children share bedrooms.

This might 
look like a 
lot of boxes 
on top of 
one another 
but they are 
container container container container 
apartmentsapartmentsapartmentsapartments
where single 
people live.S
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Some of the apartments in 
Japan are so small that 
the washing machine 
won’t fit inside – it has to 
go outside on the balcony!

In the winter it is very 
cold in Japan - what must 
it be like to have to go 
outside to get your 
freezing washing in?Sa

mp
le
 S
lid
e

What is it like inside a Japanese home?What is it like inside a Japanese home?What is it like inside a Japanese home?What is it like inside a Japanese home?

Not all Japanese homes 
look the same, just as 
ours don’t all look the 
same but, when you go 
inside a person’s home, 
all Japanese people have 
the same ideas about 
what is polite and what 
isn’t.

Can you guess what the first rule is?Sa
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When Japanese people 
enter their homes they 
take off their shoes in 
an entrance called the 
genkangenkangenkangenkan.

When visiting a Japanese 
home you don’t have to 
wear slippers but you 
must always keep your 
socks on. 

Japanese people believe 
it’s rude to have bare 
feet inside the house.Sa
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This is a kitchen 
in a Japanese 
home.
It’s different to 
your kitchen 
because most 
Japanese 
people don’t 
use ovens.

Japanese people use a grill and two rings to cook 
their food on. The kitchen is called the daidokorodaidokorodaidokorodaidokoro.Sa
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Japanese people eat a lot of 
rice with their meals so they 
have an electric rice cooker to 
cook their rice.Sa
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This is a modern Japanese kitchen. Can you see 
the grill and two gas rings and the rice cooker?Sa
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Japanese kitchens are small and often very 
overcrowded!
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In Japan the bath 
is called ofuroofuroofuroofuro and 
it has a tiled wet 
room all to itself.

The bath is only used for soaking in so there is 
also an area with a hand held shower and a stool. 
The family sit the stool, hold the shower in their 
hands and shower themselves clean.Sa
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The bath 
is much 
deeper 
than 
your 
bath and 
also 
much 
shorter.

It’s deeper and shorter because it is only used for 
sitting in. Sa
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and it has a cover to keep 
the water hot until the next 
person gets in.

It even has a built in 
‘heater’ that can be 
used to keep the 
water hot while 
you’re soaking…….
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to get into the bath which is filled with piping hot 
water. The bath is just used for soaking in. It’s not 
used for washing because the bath-water is 
shared. That’s why it has a heater to keep the 
water hot!

No one gets into 
the tub without 
washing with the 
shower first.S
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Until quite recently, many families didn’t have a  
bath at home so they went to the public bath 
house (the sentosentosentosento) instead.

People still use the 
sento because they like 
gossiping with their 
neighbours in a big, 
hot bath!
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The toilet (benjobenjobenjobenjo) 
usually has a room of 
its own too. 

A lot of Japanese 
families have special 
toilets that have 
heated seats. You can 
see the controls at 
the side. 

Did you notice that 
there is also a hand 
basin above the 
cistern?Sa
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Here’s a completely different Japanese toilet!Here’s a completely different Japanese toilet!Here’s a completely different Japanese toilet!Here’s a completely different Japanese toilet!Sa
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This is the inside of a traditional traditional traditional traditional Japanese home.

Traditional homes are made of wood, paper and glass.
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The walls of large rooms 
are partitioned by sliding 
doors (fusumafusumafusumafusuma) which are 
wooden frames covered by 
thick white paper.

Because the traditional 
houses are made of wood 
and paper and the glass in 
the windows is not double 
glazed, the house is very 
cold in winter but nice and 
cool in summer.Sa
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Japanese homes often have a traditional tatamitatamitatamitatami
roomroomroomroom. A tatami is a straw mat. Sa
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A traditional Japanese floor is covered with a 
smooth, springy tatamitatamitatamitatami matmatmatmat. Several mats can be 
joined together to cover the whole floor.Sa
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Many Japanese 
rooms have 
sliding doors 
called shojishojishojishoji.

Japanese people sit on 
the floor to eat so their 
furniture is very low.Sa

mp
le
 S
lid
e

Traditional Japanese beds are called futonsfutonsfutonsfutons. 
A futon is a mattress on the floor. 

It is rolled up 
in the morning 
and put away 
in a cupboard 
for the day.
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This is a 
traditional 
Japanese 
bedroom 
with a 
futon.
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A lot of Japanese 
homes have modern 
wooden floors and 
modern furniture just 
like we do.

Futons are still used 
in many Japanese 
homes but people 
also use sofas and 
beds like ours.
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Most Japanese families 
own televisions, 
computers, videos and 
washing machines.

Yet only some 
newer homes have 
central heating. 
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When it’s really cold 
outside it’s often cold 
inside a Japanese 
house! How do 
Japanese people keep 
warm in winter?

A kerosene 
heater is useful 
for keeping a 
room warm.Sa
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This can keep the whole family warm. It’s called  
a kotatsukotatsukotatsukotatsu but what is it? How is it used?Sa
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In winter, people sit around a low table called a 
kotatsukotatsukotatsukotatsu. 

A kotatsu has quilts around the side and a heater 
underneath.
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Instead of heating the whole 
house, Japanese people use 
heaters to heat single rooms 
but, it still doesn’t really make 
the house very warm so, the 
best place to keep warm is in 
the kotatsu!

Inside this kotatsu there’s a 
burning lump of coal!Sa
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This kotatsu has an electric heater underneath. 
It’s safer than a lump of coal!Sa
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Most Japanese people 
think it is very strange 
that we heat our 
houses in winter!

In the cold winters 
they keep warm at the 
kotatsu and by soaking 
in their bathtub, then 
they take a hot water 
bottle to bed. How do 
you keep warm?Sa
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