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Amazonian Indians 
live in different 
kinds of houses but 
they are all very 
different from your 
houses.

These people 
are standing 
infront of their 
house. 
It’s called 
a malocamalocamalocamaloca.
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Different tribes build 
different malocasmalocasmalocasmalocas. Some 
are oval, some are round 
and others are square. 

They stay cool inside when it’s hot but they are 
warm when the weather is cool.
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MalocasMalocasMalocasMalocas are communal houses where several 
families live together. 

They are often very big and 
can hold up to 150 people.

Everyone helps to build a
maloca.
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Communal houses have family compartments round 
the outside where possessions can be stored.

Indians don’t have 
beds but sleep in 
hammocks or on the 
floor on mats. 

When the day is at its hottest, that’s where the 
families spend their time.
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In a communal house, people cooperate in many 
different ways.

Each woman makes 
her own manioc bread 
though meals are 
communal and served 
in the middle of the 
house. Everyone sits 
on the floor to eat 
because there are no 
tables and chairs.
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All the different 
tribes use materials 
they find in the 
rainforest to make 
their homes.
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This is a YanomamiYanomamiYanomamiYanomami village photographed from the air.
It belongs to the people of the Yanomami tribe.
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The Yanomami tribe 
live in villages that are 
made up of a large 
circular enclosure 
called a shabonoshabonoshabonoshabono.

The shabono is 
open in the middle 
and that is where 
feasts and special 
ceremonies are 
celebrated.
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Families spend their time 
around the sides of the 
shabono and sleep or rest 
in hammocks. Each family 
has their own hearth where 
they can cook their food.
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Do you know what kind of bird this is?
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Bunches of bananas from the forest hang from the walls.
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Around 400 people might 
live in this shabono. 
It is built from materials that 
come from the jungle such 
as leaves, vines and tree 
trunks. 

Every one or two years a 
new shabono has to be built 
because the heavy rains in 
the rainforest destroy it.
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This is a village 
belonging to the 
KayapoKayapoKayapoKayapo tribe. 
It is built in the form of 
a circle with one large 
house in the middle.

Men, women and children live 
in the circle of family houses 
but only men use the house in 
the centre of the circle. 

They use it for meetings and ceremonies.
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Kayapo homes
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Communal huts like 
these are built deep 
in the forest. They 
have thatched roofs 
and fires that are 
used for cooking or 
heating during the 
night. 

The largest building is where the people sleep on 
hammocks. The smaller buildings are used for 
preparing food and cooking.
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Other Indians live in much smaller single family 
houses that are sometimes grouped together in a 
village and sometimes spread out in the forest or 
near a river.

Houses are made 
of poles and 
have thatched 
roofs made of 
palm leaves.Sa
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This house has no walls!
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Quichua Indians build their 
houses right on the edge of 
the river. The houses are 
built on stilts to protect the 
family from mud and rain 
and the animals they keep.

Many of these families keep ducks or chickens and 
sometimes pigs. Inside, the family sleeps in 
hammocks or on sleeping mats on the floor. 
Planks cut from palm tree bark are used for floors 
or walls.
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Quichua house
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This Quichua kitchen has a traditional cooking hearth.
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Cooperation and sharing are a very important part 
of life for the people of the Amazon Rainforest. 
Just as food is shared between relatives, so 
important activities like building houses are shared. 
Sharing happens whether it is a small family house 
being built or a giant maloca. Children help too.
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The Amazonian Indians were the first people to 
live in the rainforest and have lived this way for 
thousands of years, but their way of life is 
beginning to change.

Since missionaries travelled to the Amazon to 
try to teach the Indians 
about Christianity, 
Indian groups have
become smaller and 
in many areas, fewer
and fewer live in 
communal houses.
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Some Amazonian Indians have started to wear 
clothes like ours and now, besides the malocas, 
they have wooden huts to live in like this one. 
Other tribes still live as they have always lived.

Some think that 
these wooden 
huts are too hot 
and prefer the
molacas which 
are much cooler 
during the day.
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Every year, people 
from outside the 
rainforest clear 
huge areas of 
rainforest.

A lot of land that was used by the tribes is now 
used for farming crops such as palm oil, coffee, 
cocoa and rubber. Forest is also cleared to make 
way for roads and new cities and to mine copper, 
zinc and diamonds. Some wood is sold abroad to 
make furniture and for building. The Indian people 
worry that their forest is being destroyed.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

For thousands of years the Indian tribes have 
lived in the forest and used it without destroying 
it. Now other people chop down trees and 
destroy the land.

Indians like Paulinho 
Paiakan have begun 
speaking to other 
important people to try 
to tell them how 
important it is to look 
after the rainforests and 
not destroy them.
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The Amazonian Indians are determined to look after their 
land and their way of life and they are starting to tell 
others about the danger to the rainforest. Do you think 
that those who chop down the trees and destroy the 
rainforest should listen to what the Indians are saying?
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