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NuukNuukNuukNuuk

IgloolikIgloolikIgloolikIgloolik

The Arctic has many modern 
settlements – places where people 
live. There are busy ports and 
industrial towns with lots of people 
as well as small settlements with 
only a few people. Cities are 
always near the sea because inland 
there is nothing but ice and rock.

NuukNuukNuukNuuk is the capital city of 
GreenlandGreenlandGreenlandGreenland. It might be a city 
but it’s quite small with only 
around 15,000 people living 
there.
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In winter it 
gets very 
cold and 
very windy 
but schools 
never close, 
even when 
the wind is 
so bad that 
it shakes the 
buildings!
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This is an aerial 
view of Nuuk.

This is the main 
street in Nuuk.Sa
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This is the harbour. Fishing 
is very important. Can you 
guess why it’s important?

An iceberg near the harbour!
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Nuuk’s buildings, and the 
daily lives of the people 
who live there, are similar 
to any other town you 
might know…… 

Except for the 
icebergs and the 
whales out at 
sea, the freezing 
cold winters and 
the ice and snow!
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This is Nuuk in the 
winter. It’s very cold!
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The houses in 
Nuuk are all 
painted in 
bright 
colours.
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Why do you think the houses are so colourful?
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What do you think the houses are made from?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

The houses are all made of wood which comes from 
trees. However, there are no trees in this area so all 
the wood for building has to come from Denmark.
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The centre of The centre of The centre of The centre of Nuuk Nuuk Nuuk Nuuk is like many town centres but, is like many town centres but, is like many town centres but, is like many town centres but, 
until recently, until recently, until recently, until recently, Nuuk Nuuk Nuuk Nuuk had the only set of traffic lights had the only set of traffic lights had the only set of traffic lights had the only set of traffic lights 
in the whole of Greenland. Now there are two sets in the whole of Greenland. Now there are two sets in the whole of Greenland. Now there are two sets in the whole of Greenland. Now there are two sets 
and they are both in and they are both in and they are both in and they are both in NuukNuukNuukNuuk!!!!
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Everything in the shops from plasters, toothpaste 
and bananas, all have to be brought in from 
Denmark by plane or by sea. Even eggs are flown 
in from Denmark.

The people of Nuuk, 
like all Greenlanders, eat 
seal, whale, reindeer and 
musk ox meat and lots of 
fish. In Nuuk it’s possible 
to buy fresh fruit and 
vegetables but outside Nuuk it’s much more difficult 
to find them in the shops. Do you know why?
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Nuuk is the closest city 
to the North Pole.

What do you think this 
is. It’s in the centre of 
Nuuk and it’s huge, but 
what is it?
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Christmas is an important time in Greenland because, as Christmas is an important time in Greenland because, as Christmas is an important time in Greenland because, as Christmas is an important time in Greenland because, as 
we all know, it is the home of Santa Claus. In we all know, it is the home of Santa Claus. In we all know, it is the home of Santa Claus. In we all know, it is the home of Santa Claus. In NuukNuukNuukNuuk, there , there , there , there 
is the largest post box in the world. Children around the is the largest post box in the world. Children around the is the largest post box in the world. Children around the is the largest post box in the world. Children around the 
world write letters addressed to “Santa Claus, North Pole, world write letters addressed to “Santa Claus, North Pole, world write letters addressed to “Santa Claus, North Pole, world write letters addressed to “Santa Claus, North Pole, 
Greenland,” and the letters actually end up here!Greenland,” and the letters actually end up here!Greenland,” and the letters actually end up here!Greenland,” and the letters actually end up here!
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IgloolikIgloolikIgloolikIgloolik is a small Inuit Inuit Inuit Inuit settlement 
on the shores of the Foxe Foxe Foxe Foxe BasinBasinBasinBasin, in 
the far north of CanadaCanadaCanadaCanada.
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About 1,000 people live in Igloolik.

There are few natural building materials nearby, 
so prefabricated houses have been carried in by 
ship. PrefabricatedPrefabricatedPrefabricatedPrefabricated means a home that has 
already been partly made.

This is the Health Centre. It’s a 
prefabricated buildingprefabricated buildingprefabricated buildingprefabricated building like many 
of the buildings in Igloolik. 
The Health Centre has a nurse 
but doctors and dentists have to 
fly to the town from elsewhere.
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Fresh water is scarce in the Arctic so it’s brought in 
by truck each week, usually every other day, and 
sewage is removed and taken away to be dumped 
far out at sea. 

Can you guess 
why water is so 
scarce it has to be 
brought to the 
settlement and 
why sewage has 
to be taken away?
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The village of Igloolik  has 
a library, a community 
hall, two churches, a 
swimming pool and an 
ice-hockey rink. 

It also has a small 
airport. The airport is 
very important. 
Can you guess why?
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This photograph of the Church was taken in November.
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If the two local shops don’t have what is needed, 
people fax their order through to shops in the city 
of  Montreal - the 
nearest city.

Shopping in Igloolik.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

If a grocery order is placed on Monday morning If a grocery order is placed on Monday morning If a grocery order is placed on Monday morning If a grocery order is placed on Monday morning 
it will arrive on Friday’s plane. If frozen foods are it will arrive on Friday’s plane. If frozen foods are it will arrive on Friday’s plane. If frozen foods are it will arrive on Friday’s plane. If frozen foods are 
needed, the people send large orders that are needed, the people send large orders that are needed, the people send large orders that are needed, the people send large orders that are 
delivered by ship during the summer. delivered by ship during the summer. delivered by ship during the summer. delivered by ship during the summer. 
Why don’t they come by ship in winter?Why don’t they come by ship in winter?Why don’t they come by ship in winter?Why don’t they come by ship in winter?
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The Northern Store was opened about a year ago. 
All the materials needed to build it arrived by ship 
and work began to build the largest store in 
Igloolik. Now the store sells a bigger variety of 
frozen foods, meats and cheeses. It also has a 
‘Fun to Go’ counter selling hot drinks, sandwiches, 
hot chicken and potato wedges.
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There is a Post office in Igloolik that is open from 
nine o’clock until twelve o’clock and then from one 
o’clock until five o’clock from Mondays to Fridays 
but it can take two to three weeks for letters to be 
delivered to places outside 
Igloolik. This woman is 
collecting a parcel from the 
Post office. Can you see how 
she is carrying her baby?Sa
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There are two schools in Igloolik. The youngest children 
are taught in the Inuit language but as they get older, 
most of their lessons are in English.

No matter how bad the weather is, schools never close and 
children always go out to play in the playground.
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There are three police officers in Igloolik. 
They have community by-law officers to help them 
regularly patrol the streets but there is very little 
crime because everyone knows everyone else in 
Igloolik and it’s too easy to get caught!
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This is Igloolik in 
the winter. The ice 
starts to freeze over 
in November and by 
January it can get 
as cold as -60°C!

This is Igloolik in the 
summer when 
temperatures can get up 
to as much as 8°C!

What can you see 
outside this house?
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Local people travel around on snowmobiles in the 
winter. The rest of the time they use their trucks or 
walk. Why don’t they use trucks in the winter?
It can get very lonely in the depths of winter when 
the ice is too bad to travel very far.
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Playing street hockey.

Having fun 
on the ice at 
Igloolik.
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Do you recognise this 
game. You might call it 
‘Cat’s Cradle’. This 
Inuit girl calls it 
‘playing string’. 

She’s wrapped up 
warm and needs gloves 
to keep her fingers from 
freezing.

Would you like to live 
in the Arctic?
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