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Working in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in AntarcticaWorking in Antarctica Everyone is a visitor in Antarctica. No one lives 
there permanently but there are always scientists 
who come and go. They are there to do research.
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McMurdo is an American scientific research base 
in Antarctica. It’s where the scientists live while 
they are at work.
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McMurdo has a harbour, a helicopter pad and a 
runway for aircraft but in bad weather ships can’t 
sail and helicopters can’t take off or land.

blizzard
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the ice runway where planes land
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This is a 
plane 
landing on 
the ice run 
way.
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Antarctica is a dangerous place because of the freezing 
cold and the blizzards. As soon as the workers arrive they 
have to learn how to stay safe. These scientists are 
learning how to build a snow shelter in case they get lost 
in the snow.
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The secret to being warm is to 
wear lots of layers of clothing, 
gloves and big boots.

It’s very, very 
cold in 
Antarctica so 
it’s important 
to keep warm.
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McMurdo is a small town that is made up 
of laboratories, workshops and dormitories. 
More than 1,000 people live and work there 
during the ‘summer’ months from December to 
February but fewer than 200 stay in the winter.
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McMurdo is the largest 
settlement in the 
Antarctic.

This is one of the 
dormitories - up to four 
scientists sleep there.
There are no windows 
because in summer the 
sun is too bright to 
sleep and in winter it’s 
too dark to see out!Sa
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More dormitories in the snow.
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The scientists study 
everything to do 
with Antarctica 
including the lives 
of the emperor 
penguins that live 
there.

Most of the workers who 
live there are not scientists. 
They are there to support 
the scientists and keep 
everything working.
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Most things the workers need are shipped or flown 
in during the summer. There is even a special 
greenhouse where some vegetables are grown.
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Chefs work in the kitchens 
to prepare meals for the 
scientists and other 
workers. 

Everyone eats in 
the dining hall.Sa
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This lady is in charge 
of the food store which 
has to have enough 
food to last all the 
scientists and workers 
throughout the winter.

If she runs out of something she can’t just nip out 
to the shop because the nearest shop is 2,000 
miles away.Sa
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There are many of the things you’d find in any town. 
There’s a post office, coffeehouse, radio and TV, a gym, 
bowling alley, barbers, shops and three bars.
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McMurdo has it’s own power and water supplies.

The water that they 
use is sea water that 
has been specially 
treated so that it can 
be used for drinking, 
washing and cooking 
with. 

the power station

When the sea freezes over it can be very hard to 
keep supplies going. It’s important not to waste 
any water in Antarctica.
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These pipes carry sewage 
from the living quarters 
far out into the ocean.

Rubbish is sorted into containers  
then taken away by ship back to 
America. 

No one is allowed to leave 
anything in the Antarctic.
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There are more than 
100 buildings at
McMurdo, one of 
them is a chapel.

This is the 
Catholic 
Priest who 
looks after 
the chapel.
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McMurdo has its 
own clinic. When  
emergencies happen 
a plane has to come 
to take the person 
to hospital 2,000 
miles away.

Here’s the clinic in 
winter and in 
summer.Sa
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McMurdo is a place where scientists work, relax 
and sleep. Here are some of the vehicles they use.
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Tracked vehicles are used for getting around in the 
snow. They are plugged into the electrical system 
when they’re parked to stop them freezing up.
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In the driving snow of a fierce winter blizzard, all 
landmarks disappear. When it gets really bad, 
people have to feel their way around using ropes 
slung between the buildings.
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There are huts not far from the research station where scientists stay 
when they are working away from McMurdo base.

These scientists 
are studying 
the weather in 
Antarctica.

Weather Check Link
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When the 
scientists 
leave the 
McMurdo
research 
station they 
need to take 
all their 
equipment 
and food 
with them.Sa
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huts near McMurdo. 

Huts like this one 
are used only for 
a short time. 
They don’t have 
many luxuries inside 
and the only water 
they have is ice that’s been melted on the stove.

Building anything is very difficult in Antarctica 
because of all the ice, snow and freezing 
temperatures. The ground is always frozen.
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In a bad storm, snow can force its way through cracks into 
the huts. The sofa and the heater are covered in snow!
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Electricity comes from small generators.
This TV had to be dug out of the snow that got into one of 
the huts! Even on a summer’s day it can be –10°C.
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This hut has 
chains holding 
it down so that 
it won’t blow 
away in the 
wind!Sa
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