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Finding out about Masks

Have you ever wondered why people wear masks?
What are they for? Can you guess?

Masks can make
an occasion
special, like
a Halloween
party or a
birthday party.

Who might wear masks
like these?

This mask is used in ceremonial dances in Tibet.
The ceremony is held every year.

They can be used for fun.

Everybody wants to
change the way they look
sometimes.
You might have your hair
cut or decide to change
your hair style.
You might use face paints
or dress up in different
clothes.
Masks can change how
you look. They are fun
but they can be serious too.

The most
dramatic way of
changing how
you look is by
wearing a mask.

By wearing a mask you can become someone or
something completely different to who you really
are.

Children like to pretend to
be their favourite character
so they use masks.

This is another party mask but a mask for grown
ups to wear. It was made out of recycled foam.
Can you see how it fits on the head?

Actors sometimes use masks to
become different characters too.

This actor is wearing a
wooden mask. He wears
it to perform in an
ancient Japanese play

Masks can be used for disguise.

Can you
think
of all the
different
reasons
people
might
wear
masks?

In many religious ceremonies, people dress up in
masks to represent different religious characters.

Masks are used for
festivals all around
the world.

People often use masks for protection.

For hundreds of years people all over the world
have worn masks for the same reasons that
masks are worn now.

Long ago, Greek actors wore
masks to help them tell
stories in plays.

This stone mask is
almost 10,000
years old.

Make up is used to mask
the face so that actors
can change themselves
into the characters they
are playing.

In Africa, the famous
Tassili rock paintings in
the Sahara Desert area
show people wearing
masks. They were
painted 4,000 years
ago.

Masks are still
important all
over the world.
Some of them
are very strange.
Some are very
old.

This mask comes
from Maya in
Guatemala, what
do you think it
looks like?

This is another
mask from Japan.

This mask comes from
Japan.
How do you think the
mask is supposed to
make you feel?

How would you
describe them?
This mask comes
from Indonesia.

This is an owl mask
from America. It was
carved from wood and
the tufty bits are
made from tree bark.
It is the kind of mask
made by native
American Indians
long ago.

Masks are often used
to tell stories.
This is another native
American Indian mask.
It’s a two headed sea
serpent that was
believed to be very
powerful. It guarded
the house of the sky
people and could be
called upon to make a
warrior powerful and
invincible.

Real masks can be
made from all sorts
of materials.

This is a very old party mask.
It covers the whole head and
was made using papier mache.
It was found in an old costume
shop in America and was
probably rented out many
times to people who wanted
to dress up as
a clown.

These are clay masks
They are made from clay
that comes from out of the
ground.

These masks have been
carved out of wood.

These are mud
masks made
from mud.

Here is a papier mache mask that has been
decorated to look like a Japanese lady.

Some masks were
made out of leather.

This is what a simple papier mache mask
looks like before it is decorated.

Some were made of wood
with a layer of metal on top.

Others were shaped from
metal itself.

These modern masks are
made from rubber.

Masks are still important all over the world.
They are worn by
people who want
to be funny, scary,
serious, beautiful
or mysterious.
Masks give us the
chance to be
someone else for
a while.

