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What did they look like?

This is Archaeopteryx.
Archaeopteryx It was part bird and part
dinosaur. It was only a bit bigger than a crow.
It might have been able to fly
but not very far and not very
well!
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This is Argentinosaurus.
Argentinosaurus It was a huge, plant
eating dinosaur that was found in Argentina.
It’s name means ‘Argentina Lizard’. Scientists
think that it might be the largest dinosaur.
It had a long neck, a long tail,
and a very small head.
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This is Corythosaurus.
Corythosaurus It was a large plant-eating,
duck-billed dinosaur that was about 9 metres long
and 2 metres tall. It had a crest on its head that
might have been used to make sounds to attract a
mate, to cool itself down or even to help its sense
of smell. It walked on two legs and had shorter
arms and a long heavy tail.
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This is Deinonychus.
Deinonychus It was a meat-eater that was
very fast and very fierce. On each hand, each of
its three fingers had large, sharp, curved claws.
It had four-toed feet and its second toe had a very
large curved claw. It hunted in packs and
probably ate anything it could it could catch and
tear apart.
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This is Barosaurus.
Barosaurus It was a huge, long necked,
plant eating dinosaur. It’s name means ‘Heavy
Lizard’. It was slow moving with a small head and
a tail like a whip. To defend itself it would have to
stand up on its back legs and swing its tail at its
attacker.
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This is Diplodocus.
Diplodocus It was one of the longest land
animals ever.Diplodocus was a plant-eater and
would have needed to eat a lot of plants every
day just to survive! It swallowed leaves whole
without chewing them and probably swallowed
stones to help it digest them. It moved slowly on
four big elephant-like legs.
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This is Compsognathus.
Compsognathus It was one of the smallest
dinosaurs that ever lived. It’s body was about the
size of a chicken! It was a meat-eater and it
caught its prey using its arms. Each arm had two
fingers that it used to hold on to its prey. It’s food
was usually small lizards and insects.
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Cretaceous period

This is Coelophysis.
Coelophysis It was a small dinosaur (about
3 metres long) that walked on two long legs.
It was a very fast runner with a long pointed
head, lots of small, sharp teeth, three clawed
fingers on its hands and a long neck. Coelophysis
was a meat-eater. It ate small reptiles, fish and…….
other Coelophysis!
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This is Baryonyx.
Baryonyx It had long claws on its hands,
powerful legs, a straight neck, a long tail and a
small crest on its snout. Baryonyx ate meat and
fish. It hooked fish from the water with its 32
centimetre long, hand claw. It had huge jaws like
a crocodile and many small, sharp teeth. Parts of
its skeleton have been found in Surrey, England.

Sa

Jurassic period

This is Caudipteryx.
Caudipteryx Its name means ‘tail feather’.
It was a feathered dinosaur but it couldn’t fly,
instead, it ran on two long legs.
It had short arms, large eyes and long, spiked
teeth.
It and was
about the size
of a large turkey
Jurassic –
and had a very
Cretaceous
long tail. It could
period
run fast on its
long legs.

This is Apatosaurus.
Apatosaurus If you think it looks like
Brontosaurus, you are right! Scientists proved that
Apatosaurus and Brontosaurus were in fact the
same dinosaur. Apatosaurus was a plant-eater
and was one of the largest land animals
ever to exist on Earth.
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This is Brachiosaurus.
Brachiosaurus Unlike most dinosaurs, its
front legs were longer than its hind legs which is
why it got its name - ‘arm lizard’.
It was one of the tallest and largest
dinosaurs and was a plant-eater that
swallowed its food whole, without chewing it.
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This is Euoplocephalus.
Euoplocephalus It was a large, armoured
dinosaur, about 6 metres long. Its wide head had
a horny, toothless beak, small cheek teeth, bony
horns and a small brain. It ate only plants but
was well protected from other predators and
could defend itself by using its tail as a club.
Euoplocephalus was big
and slow and spent
most of its day
nibbling huge
amounts of plants.
Cretaceous period
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This is Gallimimus a
fast running dinosaur
with a very long, thin, flat,
toothless, horny beak. It had
a small head but its brain was
quite big. It had short arms
with three clawed fingers on
each hand. Its long legs had
three clawed toes each and its long tail
helped it to balance when it was moving
quickly.
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This is the Lambeosaurus.
Lambeosaurus It was named after the
scientist who discovered it. The scientist was
called Lawrence Lamb and the dinosaur’s name
means ‘Lambe’s Lizard’. This dinosaur was a
plant-eater with a beak like a duck’s bill and a
crest on top of its head.
Its short arms would
have been used
to support its
weight while it
was searching
for plants.
Cretaceous period
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This is Pentaceratops.
Pentaceratops
It was a rhinoceros-like
dinosaur that walked on
four sturdy legs.
It had three horns on
its face and a large
bony plate that came
from the back of its
head like a frill. When it was
threatened it probably charged
at its enemy, just like a
rhinoceros would do now.
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This is Maiasaura a large,
plant-eating, duck-billed
dinosaur. It was the first
dinosaur that was found
alongside its young, eggs
and nests. It’s name means
‘good mother lizard’.
The nests were holes
scooped out of the ground
and measured almost
2 metres across. They each
contained up to 25 eggs and
each egg was the size of a
grapefruit.
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This is Stegosaurus.
Stegosaurus
It was a large dinosaur,
about the size of an
elephant, with a very
small brain.
It was a plant-eating dinosaur
and it used the spikes at the end of its tail for
protection.
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This is Triceratops.
Triceratops Its name means ‘three-horned
face’. It was a plant-eater and probably used its
horns for pushing over tall trees to get at the top
branches. It was a large dinosaur and often grew
to around 10 metres long.
It was one of the last
dinosaurs to become
extinct.
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It had a duck like bill
and a large curved
head crest that helped
it to make bellowing
noises.
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This is Spinosaurus a huge meat-eating dinosaur.
It had spines on its back that looked like a sail.
This ‘sail’ may have been used to regulate the
dinosaur’s temperature. It did this by collecting
warmth from the sun to warm the dinosaur up
and keeping it cool in the shade
by getting rid of heat.
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This is Parasaurolophus.
Parasaurolophus
It was a large
plant-eating dinosaur.
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Cretaceous period

This is Oviraptor.
Oviraptor It was a small bird-like dinosaur
that ate seeds and plants as well as meat and
eggs that it crushed with its toothless beak and
powerful jaws. Oviraptor walked on two long legs
and was probably
a fast runner.
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This is Hypselosaurus,
Hypselosaurus a plant eating dinosaur.
It had a long neck and tail, a tiny head and very
thick legs. It laid very large eggs which measured
around 30 centimetres in length.
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This is Suchomimus another huge dinosaur with
crocodile-like jaws, long razor-sharp teeth and
huge curving claws. It was a fish-eating dinosaur.
Suchomimus lived in Africa in sweltering heat so it
had a sail along its back to help it to lose heat
and keep cool.
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Triassic period

This is Sauropelta.
Sauropelta It was another armoured
dinosaur and had a narrow head with massive jaws
and a toothless horny beak. It had horn-covered
plates all over its body (except underneath) so it
was well protected from meat-eaters.
The Sauropelta ate only plants but would need to
eat a lot of them
because of its size.
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This is Herrerasaurus.
Herrerasaurus It is one of the oldest
dinosaurs ever found and is close to 230 million
years old! It was a meat-eating dinosaur and was
a fast and ferocious hunter. It probably captured
small animals by ambushing them.
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This is Struthiomimus.
Struthiomimus Its fingers had sharp claws
that may have been used to rip open logs to get at
insects. It’s mouth
was a flat beak that
was probably used
for eating small
reptiles, insects,
fruits and plants.
Because it ate both plants
and meat it was an omnivore.
omnivore
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This is Giganotosaurus, it was more than 14 metres
long and probably bigger than Tyrannosaurus rex.
It walked on two legs and had enormous jaws with
huge, sharp teeth. Giganotosaurus was a meateating dinosaur.
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This is Tyrannosaurus rex.
rex It’s name meant
‘tyrant lizard’ because of its huge size and evil
teeth and claws. It was a meat-eater that
measured about 12 metres long. In its jaws were
60 sharp teeth, some of them were up to 20
centimetres long! It was one of the most powerful
carnivores (meat-eaters) ever to walk on our
planet. Its very small arms
were probably used to
help it to
stand up.
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This is Utahraptor.
Utahraptor It was a large, terrifying
predator that probably hunted in packs, attacking
even very large animals. It was a fast runner that
ate just about anything it could slash and tear
apart.
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This is Velociraptor.
Velociraptor It was quite a small dinosaur
and was less than 2 metres long. Although it was
small, it was fast and dangerous and hunted in
packs. It attacked dinosaurs much bigger than
itself. It had a large curved claw on each of its
hind feet which it used to grip and clamber over
large prey.
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