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This is planet Earth. It’s where we live.

Has our planet always been there?
Where did our planet come from?

Were dinosaurs the first animals?
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Reptiles and dinosaursReptiles and dinosaursReptiles and dinosaursReptiles and dinosaurs

The Earth was formed 
about 4,600 million4,600 million4,600 million4,600 million
years ago from dust 
and gas. It was so hot 
that it became a ball 
of liquid rock.

As time went by the 
surface cooled and the 
rock became hard.Sa
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The hot Earth was covered with thick clouds of 
steam and gas. As the Earth cooled, it began to 
rain. 
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It rained for 
hundreds of 
years and the 
seas formed.

For the first thousand million years, there was no 
life on Earth. Nothing lived there. During this 
stormy time, mountains were formed and worn 
away. The land was covered by sea and then left 
to dry out again.
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The first living things on Earth lived in the sea and 
were too tiny to be seen. Later sea plants were 
formed and they gave oxygen that the first sea 
animals needed to breathe.
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During this time 
there were many 
little creatures 
living in the seas.

There were many 
fish too. The first 
fish had armoured 
heads and bodies.
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400 million years ago Coelacanths swam in the sea.
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As more land appeared out of the water, some As more land appeared out of the water, some As more land appeared out of the water, some As more land appeared out of the water, some 
living things climbed out of the sea onto the wet living things climbed out of the sea onto the wet living things climbed out of the sea onto the wet living things climbed out of the sea onto the wet 
land. Many plants grew there so the animals were land. Many plants grew there so the animals were land. Many plants grew there so the animals were land. Many plants grew there so the animals were 
able to feed on them.  The drawing shows able to feed on them.  The drawing shows able to feed on them.  The drawing shows able to feed on them.  The drawing shows 
IchthyostegaIchthyostegaIchthyostegaIchthyostega, one of the first animals that left the , one of the first animals that left the , one of the first animals that left the , one of the first animals that left the 
water.water.water.water.
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IchthyostegaIchthyostegaIchthyostegaIchthyostega were amphibiansamphibiansamphibiansamphibians. They could survive 
on land and in water. They lived in the warm, 
steamy swamps that covered the Earth. 
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Frogs that we see today are 
amphibians – they can live 
on land and in the water. 
This is an early amphibian.

Amphibians can live in water 
and on the land but they 
always return to the water 
to lay their eggs.

Alongside them lived many insects.
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These are fossils of 
dragonflies. 

Dragonflies 
were one of 
the very first 
flying 
insects.
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Dinosaurs were not the first animals on Earth.Dinosaurs were not the first animals on Earth.Dinosaurs were not the first animals on Earth.Dinosaurs were not the first animals on Earth.

Meganeurid

Hyneria

Before dinosaurs 
existed there were 
many other creatures 
living on Earth. These 
are just some of them.
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Very slowly, Earth grew hotter and the swamps 
began to dry up. Amphibians needed water to lay 
their eggs and without water many amphibians 
died out. 

At the same time, 
animals called 
reptilesreptilesreptilesreptiles developed.

They laid their eggs 
on land and were 
able to live in the 
new conditions.
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Some reptiles like the 
PterosaursPterosaursPterosaursPterosaurs could fly.

The Pterosaurs lived 
millions of years ago.

They lived during the 
time of the dinosaurs.
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On the land, large ferns grew in swamps and there On the land, large ferns grew in swamps and there On the land, large ferns grew in swamps and there On the land, large ferns grew in swamps and there 
were forests of fir trees.were forests of fir trees.were forests of fir trees.were forests of fir trees.
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The earliest dinosaurs 
appeared on Earth around 
230 million years ago. 

In the beginning they were 
small but fierce predators.

This is EoraptorEoraptorEoraptorEoraptor
one of the 
earliest known 
dinosaurs.
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Scientists discovered that the earliest dinosaurs walked 
on two legs and could run very fast but then some grew 
too big and heavy and began to walk on four legs.

ScutellosaurusScutellosaurusScutellosaurusScutellosaurus was a two legged dinosaur with armour.

It was only about the 
size of a collie dog. 

It often used its small 
front legs for walking 
because of it’s weight 
but it was also able to 
run on two legs.
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Dinosaurs grew bigger and bigger until monster 
dinosaurs began to roam the Earth.

Many of them were huge. Many of them ate plants, 
others ate meat and ate each other!
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The first birds and small 
mammals (animals that give 
birth to live babies) appeared 
during the age of the 
dinosaurs.

Much later there 
were fruit trees and 
flowering plants.Sa
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Millions of years 
ago Earth looked 
nothing like it looks 
now. 

All the continents 
were joined together 
in one huge piece of 
land.
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It was during this 
time that the 
dinosaurs were 
able to roam the 
planet. 

Can you imagine 
what it was like?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
Imagine walking through a prehistoric forest and 
coming face to face with a terrifying dinosaur. 
Of course, this could never have happened. 

People and dinosaurs 
did not live on Earth 
at the same time. 

Dinosaurs died out 
long before people 
appeared. Sa
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