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Unit 2A Picture This! LINK

Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! Picture This! 

Have you ever 
really looked 
through a window?

How much of 
what’s outside can 
be seen when you 
look through the 
window? 

Can you see more 
or less if you stand 
closer to the glass?
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Here’s a view from 
a window. What 
can you see?
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Here’s another view 
from a window.

Can you see how the 
view is broken up into 
small squares by the 
window frame?
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It’s a bit like a jigsaw puzzle. All the pieces 
are different but they all fit together!
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Looking through just 
one square of the 
window frame is like 
looking through a 
viewfinderviewfinderviewfinderviewfinder on a 
camera. 
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Have you ever used a camera 
to take a photograph? 

If you have, you will have 
looked through 
the viewfinder.

What do you think 
will be in this person’s 
photograph when 
he’s taken it?
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When you look through 
the camera’s viewfinder 
you have to close one 
eye and look through it 
with your open eye.

Why do you think you 
have to do that?
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When you look through the viewfinder, can you 
still see everything everything everything everything 
infront of you?
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What do you think the lady in the picture might 
be able to see through 
her viewfinder?

What is she 
taking a 
photograph of?

Is she taking a photograph of the 
whole tree?
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She can’t see everything through her viewfinder. 
What can she see?
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Did you guess?
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Many people are paid to take photographs so they have to 
do it properly. The first thing they have to decide is what 
they want to take a photograph of and then they need to 
decide how much of it they want in the picture. 
How do you think they do that?

This photographer has chosen to take a photograph 
of flowers in a bowl. He has to decide whether he 
wants a photograph of all the flowers andandandand the bowl 
or, a photograph of just a few of the flowers. 

Photographers talk about having to compose their shotcompose their shotcompose their shotcompose their shot. 
To do that the photographer will have to look carefully 
through the viewfinder. To choose his best shotbest shotbest shotbest shot he’ll either 
move the bowl of flowers around or he’ll get closer to the 
flowers. All the time he’ll be looking through his viewfinder.
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Photographers also think 
about which way round 
they should hold the 
camera because that 
changes the way the 
photograph will come 
out.
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Just as photographers use a camera’s viewfinder to 
compose their shotcompose their shotcompose their shotcompose their shot, artists also use a viewfinder 
but what they use isn’t a camera’s viewfinder.

An artist’s viewfinder is just like a frame. Usually 
it’s made of cardboard strips in the shape of a 
rectangle and it’s very useful. When the artist is 
happy with his arrangement, he uses the 
viewfinderviewfinderviewfinderviewfinder to decide how much of his arrangement 
he is going to draw. 
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It works a bit like looking 
through the viewfinder on 
a camera. 

Just as with a camera, the 
view changes when you 
move closer or further away 
from whatever you are 
looking at.

viewfinder

Artists use viewfinders 
(frames) like a camera to 
‘frame’ their objects and 
help them decide 
what to draw.
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Here are some artists 
using their viewfinders.

If there isn’t a 
viewfinder available, 
fingers are almost as 
good!
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When you look at a 
scene or an object 
through a viewfinder 
you have to remember 
to close one eye – just 
as you do when you’re 
taking a photograph.
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When artists or photographers choose an object 
they turn their viewfinder so they can look through 
it horizontally (landscape) or vertically (portrait).

? ? Then they can decide 
which view they prefer.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

You could try using a viewfinder to 
find interesting things to draw. 
If you look really closely at objects 
you should see lots of detail that 
you might not have noticed before..
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Here are some things to 
think about if you use a 
viewfinder to help you with 
your drawing….

What differences are 
there when you hold 

the viewfinder 
horizontally and 

vertically?

How difficult is it to 
hold the viewfinder 

and draw at the same 
time?

How is what you are 
drawing different to 
the object you have 
been looking at?
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The artist (below) has used 
a viewfinder to help him 
decide which part of the 
scene he wants to draw.

The picture above is a 
photograph. It’s a close up 
view of………………. What do 
you think it might be?
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This is the same thing but 
it’s seen through a 
viewfinder from further 
away.

What can you see?

Now that you can see more, 
have you changed your 
mind about what it is?Sa
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What are the different 
shapes and colours 
you can see now that 
the person with the 
viewfinder has stood 
further back?

Does it help you to 
decide what it is?Sa
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Have you 
guessed 
what’s in 

the 
photo 
yet?
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Now it’s easy to 
see what the close 
up picture was!
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