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Decorative Decorative Decorative Decorative Decorative Decorative Decorative Decorative 
LettersLettersLettersLettersLettersLettersLettersLetters

What do you think is happening 
in this comic strip about Charlie 
Brown and Lucy?
What are they doing?

How does the comic strip end?

Did you notice Charlie Brown’s fancy writing?Sa
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Charlie used decorative lettersdecorative lettersdecorative lettersdecorative letters
when he started his letter to 
Santa.

Long, long ago, before 
printing by machine was 
invented, all books had to 
be written out by hand. 

The writing would be done by monksmonksmonksmonks and they 
used beautifully decorated letters.
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Monks had to be 
very skilled to be 
an illuminator. 

The monks who decorated the pages of the books 
were called illuminatorsilluminatorsilluminatorsilluminators. They used beautiful paints 
and very thin pieces of gold called gold leaf. 

The books were written on 
parchmentparchmentparchmentparchment that was made out 
of the skin of young animals. 
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Some people say that the most 
beautiful book in the world is the 
Book of Kells. 

It was written more than 1,200 years ago and 
tells stories from the Bible.
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This is the Chi-Rho.

It’s the initials of 
Christ’s name written 
in a language called 
Greek.
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Today, many people are inspired by the illuminated 
and decorated letters used 
by the monks and have 
created their own. 
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These decorative 
letters are from 
the Lindisfarne Lindisfarne Lindisfarne Lindisfarne 
GospelsGospelsGospelsGospels which are 
even older than 
the Book of Kells. 
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Around the 
edges of this 
letter are 
thousands and 
thousands of 
tiny red dots. 

Imagine how 
long it must 
have taken!
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This is a modern 
version of the letter 
PPPP inspired by the 
illustrated letters in
Lindisfarne Gospels.

Can you see all the 
tiny red dots?Sa
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The letters below were inspired 
by the decorative letters from 
the Lindisfarne Gospels. 

They have been made by 
modern artists.

This is an XXXX.
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Can you guess what this letter is?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

Here is the same letter 
OOOO with another letter. 
What do you think the 
other letter might be?
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You could 
make your 
own designs.
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