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All around us there are lots of different types of 
buildings. You live in a building. It might be……..

a bungalow

a cottage

a house

a flat

It might be old or it might 
be new.
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During the week you will 
be inside another type of 
building, a place where 
you go to learn new 
things and meet your 
friends.

When you are older you 
might go to college or 
university and that will be 
another kind of building.Sam
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Buildings are all around us and have lots of 
different purposes. Here are some things to think 
about when you look at a building………..

What 
happens in 

the building? 
Why is it 
there?

What materials 
have been used to 

build it?
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This is Little Moreton Hall in Cheshire. 
It’s a very old building that 
was built almost 
600 years ago.
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Can you see the black and white pattern on the exterior of the building?
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The black 
and white 
pattern is 
made from 
the wooden 
frames that 
formed the 
structure 
of the 
building.
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There are many strange and beautiful buildings all 
over the world.

This is Killyleagh Castle in Northern Ireland.
Parts of the castle are more than 800 years old.
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These strange shapes are chimneys on the roof of a palace.
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The decorative chimney pots are on the roof of the 
Palace Güell in Barcelona, Spain.
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The chimneys were designed by 
Antonio Gaudi over a hundred 
years ago. He used broken 
ceramics (bits of pots) to decorate 
and waterproof them.
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This is the Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao. 
It was designed by Frank Gehry (1993-1997).
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The building was 
made from titanium 
tiles which reflect the 
sun and make the 
building look like a 
ship.

Sam
ple

 Sl
ide



Many religious 
buildings are very 
beautiful. 

This is Westminster Abbey in 
London.
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This is a very beautiful 
building. Do you know 
what it might be used for?
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It’s the Jumeirah 
Mosque in Dubai. 

It’s a place where 
Muslims go to pray.
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This building is a Jewish synagogue.
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This is the entrance 
to a beautifully 
decorated Hindu 
Temple.
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The Temple is decorated with gods and goddesses from the Hindu religion.
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People who 
like to draw 
and paint 
often look for 
interesting 
buildings or 
parts of 
buildings to 
sketch.
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Could you record 
information about a 
building by drawing 
what you see?
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Learning Objectives
Children should learn:
•To understand about the differences and similarities in buildings 
from different places and different times and to increase their use 
of the specific language of art and architecture.

Learning Outcomes
Children:
•Increase their vocabulary and understanding about buildings and 
their uses
•Will have used line drawing to record from observation and 
memory.

Learning Objectives
Children should learn:
•To use the school building (or another building nearby) as a 
resource for first hand observation and recording
•To visit a building and record certain aspects of it from first hand 
observation
•To explore drawing on a different scale and become more aware of
architectural features or detail
•To develop drawing skills.

Learning Outcomes
Children:
•Increase their confidence in drawing from direct observation and
use specific vocabulary in relation to buildings.

QCA LINK
Unit 2C Can buildings speak: Can buildings speak? 
Section 2: Exploring and developing ideas (2) 

Objectives:
Children should learn:
•about differences and similarities in buildings 
•to ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work 

Exploring buildings
•Show examples of public buildings, including buildings from other times and places. 
List words about the shape, pattern and decoration of buildings.
•Ask the children what they think the different purposes of the buildings could be and 
what they would feel about using these buildings. 
•Arrange a visit to a public building such as the town hall, library or a place of worship. 
Ask the children what they think the purpose of the building is. Ask them to explain 
the use of different spaces inside the building, eg a space for entering and leaving, a 
space for the main activity, facilities for eating. Ask them what they know about how 
and why the building is used. Ask them what they think and feel about the building and 
whether they behave differently inside and why. 

Children:
•identify differences in shapes, patterns and decoration in buildings and relate these 
to the purpose of the building 
•record in words and drawings information about a building in the local area 
•describe how the inside and outside of the building made them feel 
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