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Why do artists 
paint pictures of 
themselves?
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A self portrait is a painting or a drawing of the 
artist which has been painted or drawn by the 
artist. 

What’s a 
self-portrait?

Why do artists want 
to paint pictures of 

themselves?

It’s a picture of 
me ……… made 
by me! 
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Artists paint self-portraits for 
many different reasons.

Often the face the artist sees in 
the mirror is the easiest to use

because it’s a face they 
know better than any other 
face – it’s their own! 
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Because it’s their own face, they 
can experiment with how they 

want to look in their self – portrait. 

They can try out different 
expressions and show how
they look when they feel
happy or sad or annoyed. 
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Albrecht Dürer 
was 22 years old 
when he painted 
this self-portrait of 
himself more than 
500 years ago.

He painted it to 
impress the parents 
of the girl he 
wanted to marry. 

He wanted to show 
them that he would 
be a good husband 
for their daughter.
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This drawing is a 
self-portrait by the 
artist, scientist and 
inventor, Leonardo 
da Vinci. 

It was drawn when he 
was sixty-two years old. 

About 1514

All his friends knew 
him to be a very clever 
man – a genius.
But look at his eyes in 
his drawing. Do they 
look sad to you?
Leonardo was a wise 
old man but he was 
very lonely too.
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Rembrandt van Rijn 
was a Dutch artist 
who was born 400 
years ago in Holland.
He painted more 
than 80 paintings of 
himself from a young 
man to an old man.

At that time people  
thought that artists 
who painted their own 
portraits were vain and 
silly but Rembrandt’s 
paintings were a history 
of his life – just like a 
family photograph 
album is today.
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Rembrandt’s paintings showed how he 
changed as he grew older.

His hair turned grey and 
his skin changed from 
smooth to wrinkled. Even 
his expression changed 
and became more serious.
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Adelaide Labille-Guiard 
lived in France at a 
time when women 
were not allowed to go  
to art school to learn 
how to paint. She was 
so determined to paint 
that she paid for 
private lessons.

In this picture she has 
painted herself with 
two of her own pupils.
People believe that she 
painted this picture to 
prove that women 
could be artists and 
that they could paint 
just as well as men.

1785
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This is a self-portrait 
by Gustave Coubet 
painted in the 1840s.

When you look at it 
what do you see? 
How does it make 
you feel?

The painting is called 
The Desperate Man.
Do you think it’s a good 
title for this self portrait?
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Gustave Coubet 
painted himself in 
different roles as 
though he was 
play acting. 

This painting is 
called The 
Wounded Man.

This is a photograph 
of Coubet which was 
taken when he was a 
bit older.
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Vincent van Gogh 
was too poor to 
pay someone to 
model for him so 
he looked in the 
mirror and used 
himself as a model.
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He was often very 
depressed and very 
unhappy. He painted 
this self-portrait after 
he had cut off part of 
his ear following an 
argument with his 
friend Paul Gauguin.

Does he look like 
his painting?
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In 1896 Paul Gauguin 
painted this picture to 
show how unhappy he was 
when his poor health and 
lack of money stopped him 
from travelling to visit his 
friends.

Can you recognise 
him from his 
photograph?

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
As a boy, James 
Ensor lived in 
Belgium. He was a 
daydreamer who 
hated school. When 
he grew up he used 
himself as a model so 
that he could show 
different expressions.

In many of his 
paintings he disguises 
himself as a character, 
like the one in this 
painting.

He’s wearing a silly 
hat and we might 
think he was intended 
to be having fun and 
acting silly but, 
underneath his comical 
straw hat he has 
painted himself looking 
sad. 
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This is a self-portrait by 
the artist Pablo Picasso.

It was painted in 1896 
when he was just 15 
years old.
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As he got older, Picasso painted and 
drew other self-portraits.

1896

1915

1901

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
In 1906, when he 
was 25 years old, 
Pablo Picasso 
visited a mountain 
village in Spain. 

He was fascinated 
by the simply carved 
wooden figures he 
found there and 
decided that he 
wanted to copy the 
style of the carved 
figures when he 
painted people.

1906
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His pictures changed completely! 1906

1907
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19381972

1971
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Pablo Picasso’s different styles.
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This is a self-portrait by a German 
artist called Otto Dix. It was 
painted in 1912 just before the 
start of WW1.

He was impressed 
by Albrecht 
Dürer’s 400 year 
old painting and wanted to produce 
a painting that was similar so, he 
used the same expression, stood in 
the same way and held a flower in 
his hand just like Dürer.
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Otto Dix fought in 
WW1 but wanted all 
wars to end. Here he 
painted himself as a 
soldier and called his 
painting Self Portrait as 
a Target.
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This self-portrait is by 
an American artist 
called Philip Evergood. 
It was painted in 1960 
when he was 59 years 
old.
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He said “I want to 
enjoy myself like a 
kid playing with mud 
pies. In enjoying 
myself I hope to 
entertain other 
people.”

In this self-portrait he 
hoped his bright 
colours and painting 
style would make it 
look like everyone was 
having fun and that 
he was inviting us to 
join the party.

1935

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
What an artist is trying to do 

for people is bring them closer 
to something, because of 

course art is about sharing: 
you wouldn't be an artist 

unless you wanted to share an 
experience or a thought.

This is a self-portrait 
by the British artist 
David Hockney. 

In the picture he’s in 
his studio painting 
flowers in a vase. 
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David Hockney was born in 
Bradford in 1937. He made 
this self-portrait when he 
was 17 years old.

He was given some English 
homework to do but instead 
of writing anything he made 
this collage!

Hockney said, “I showed it 
to my English teacher who 
instead of telling me off, 
said, “Well, that’s very, very 
good.” I got away with 
things like that!”
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David Hockney is still alive and still 
painting, drawing and making 
collages.

1999
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