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Do you remember the animals that the Russians 
and Americans sent into space?

Laika
1957

Able and Miss Baker 1959
Ham 1962

Their journeys into space lasted only a few minutes.Sa
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The Russians and Americans wanted to go further. 
They wanted to go to the Moon and if they could 
get to the Moon, they wanted to land on it.

Many crashed into the Moon’s rocky surface!

They sent different 
unmanned spacecraftunmanned spacecraftunmanned spacecraftunmanned spacecraft
into space to find out 
if it was possible to 
get there.
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The space probe 
was called Luna 2Luna 2Luna 2Luna 2. 
It was invented and 
made by Russian 
scientists.

In 1959, a special 
machine called a 
space probe space probe space probe space probe became 
the first spacecraft 
to get to the Moon. 
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It crashed into the surface of 
the Moon and shattered but 
it’s job was done. 

It was a success. 

Luna 2Luna 2Luna 2Luna 2 became the first manmade objectmanmade objectmanmade objectmanmade object to land 
on the Moon. Since then many more space probes 
have smashed into the Moon!Sa
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The animals that travelled into space and the 
space probes that were sent up to the Moon,  
helped scientists to learn more about space travel. 
Now they wanted people to travel into space.
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The Russians and the Americans were still trying 
to win the race to the Moon.

Then, in 1961, a 
Russian pilot called 
Yuri GagarinYuri GagarinYuri GagarinYuri Gagarin became 
the first human space 
traveller.

His flight lasted less 
than 2 hours.Sa
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Yuri Gagarin orbitedorbitedorbitedorbited
(flew round) the Earth 
once in his spaceship, 
Vostock Vostock Vostock Vostock 1111.

Then he landed safely 
back on Earth.
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These are pictures of 
his space capsule and 
the spacesuit he wore 
on his first flight into 
space. Sa
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A month later, 
the first American 
astronaut blasted 
into space. 

His name was 
Alan ShepardAlan ShepardAlan ShepardAlan Shepard....Sa
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Alan Shepard putting his space suit on ready for 
his space flight.
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His spacecraft was a
MercuryMercuryMercuryMercury----Redstone 3Redstone 3Redstone 3Redstone 3
rocket. 

Right at the top was 
his space capsule, 
Freedom 7Freedom 7Freedom 7Freedom 7.
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Alan Shepard climbing into 
his capsule, Freedom 7.
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Alan Shepard spent 
just 15 minutes in 
space before his 
capsule dropped down 
(as planned) into the 
Atlantic Ocean.

rescue by helicopter
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The race to get to 
the Moon was still 
on. Both sides, the 
Russians and the 
Americans were 
trying to get there
first.

On February 20th, 
1962, the 
Americans launched 
the MercuryMercuryMercuryMercury space 
craft with another 
astronaut onboard.

Right at the top of 
the rocket was the 
space capsule, 
Friendship 7Friendship 7Friendship 7Friendship 7. 

Friendship 7 
space capsule

Mercury 
spacecraft
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Inside the space 
capsule was the 
astronaut John John John John 
GlennGlennGlennGlenn.

When it orbited the Earth in 1962, he became the 
first American to orbit the Earth Sa
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John Glenn in his space 
suit sitting outside the 
Friendship 7Friendship 7Friendship 7Friendship 7 space 
capsule before it took 
him up into space. 

Climbing on board ready 
for lift off.
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He was photographed during his flight by an onboard camera.
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This is an artist’s impression of Friendship 7 orbiting the Earth.Sa
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After the flight, Freedom 7 
was put on display so that 
people could go to see it.Sa
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In May 1966, the 
unmanned Surveyor 1Surveyor 1Surveyor 1Surveyor 1
landed safely on the 
Moon without crashing. 

It was the first American 
spacecraft to land safely.

By now both the Russians and the Americans had 
orbited the Earth. Their next target was to reach 
the Moon! 
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Seven more Surveyor 
spacecraft were sent to 
the Moon. 

They showed that the 
Moon’s surface was solid 
and safe to walk on.Sa

mp
le 
Sl
ide

The Americans said they would get a man on the 
Moon by 1970 – the race to get to the Moon was 
becoming more exciting.

The Americans built the 
Gemini spacecraftGemini spacecraftGemini spacecraftGemini spacecraft. 

There were ten Gemini 
spacecraft launched into 
space between 1965 and 
1966 and they all had a 
special purpose – to one day 
get a man on the Moon.Sa
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The manned Gemini spacecraft were used to train 
astronauts and get them ready for space journeys.
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The Gemini spacecraft were designed to carry two astronauts.Sa
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The astronauts learnt how to fly the spacecraft, and 
what it would be like to survive in space.
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They  practised 
space walking.
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Ed WhiteEd WhiteEd WhiteEd White was 
the first American 
to do a spacewalk spacewalk spacewalk spacewalk 
in June 1965.

He was tethered to his 
space capsule to stop him 
floating away.Sa
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As they learned more and more, the Americans 
were getting ready to send astronauts to the Moon.

So were the Russians.

Who would win the race?..
Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

www.ks1resources.co.uk


