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For hundreds of 
years people 
have looked 
through 
telescopes and 
wondered 
about the stars 
and the planets 
in outer space.Sam
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What was out there? 
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What was the Moon 
really like? 

Would anyone 
ever get close 
enough to 
find out?Sam
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More than a hundred years ago people with 
imaginations were imagining what it would be 
like to travel in space.

In 1869, long before any man-made 
object or living thing went up into 
space, an American 
writer called Edward Edward Edward Edward 
Everett HaleEverett HaleEverett HaleEverett Hale wrote 
a story called 
The Brick MoonThe Brick MoonThe Brick MoonThe Brick Moon.Sam
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His story was about a group of young Americans 
who were trying to invent something that they 
could send into space. They called it a satellitesatellitesatellitesatellite. 

They wanted to 
send their 
satellitesatellitesatellitesatellite into 
space so that it 
could guide 
sailors safely 
across the sea.
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In the story, they imagined being able to send 
something the size of a pea into space using a 
gigantic peashooter. Of course, a pea was much 
too small so they had to plan something that was 
like a very large pea but also very light.

It had to be large so 
that it could be seen 
by sailors as it orbited 
(went round) the 
Earth.
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They thought about using wattle and daub, the 
materials used for building houses in the old days. 

It had to be made of something 
that wouldn’t burn, something 
like brick and it must be hollow to make it lighter.

Then they realised that wattle 
and daub, though they were 
light materials, would burn 
easily and that was no good.
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So they made it of brick and called it The Brick Moon.
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Everyone was very 
excited about the new 
Brick Moon.

But, like all stories, 
there was a problem.
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Just before the 
launch, the workers 
were showing their 
families round the 
inside of the Brick 
Moon.

Suddenly, there was a 
terrible accident. Sam
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The Brick Moon, with all 
the workers and their 
families on board, shot 
off into the atmosphere 
much too early!

It went at such a speed 
that it left the Earth’s 
atmosphere and was 
launched into outer 
space. 
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The 37 passengers on 
board panicked and 
began jumping up and 
down to try to attract 
the attention of those 
who had been watching 
from the Earth.

No-one heard them and 
they were lost in space 
forever. 
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But, most stories have 
a happy ending and 
so did this one.

The Brick Moon took 
its passengers to a far 
distant planet where 
it came to rest……….
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and, protected by their Brick 
Moon, they all lived happily 
ever after.
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Edward Hale’s story was written long before the 
first man-made object was sent into space and long 
before the first men walked on the Moon.

He imagined what it 
would be like and 
he wasn’t very far 
wrong. Sam
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Nowadays, out in space, many different kinds of
satellitessatellitessatellitessatellites look down on our planet. 

A navigation navigation navigation navigation 
satellitesatellitesatellitesatellite sends 
out radio 
signals to 
people such 
as sailors, 
soldiers and 
airline pilots.
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The signals help them to navigate or find their way 
– just like the satellite in Edward Hale’s story would 
have done if it hadn’t all gone wrong!
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His idea that people could 
live on the Brick Moon out 
in space wasn’t far wrong 
either. Although it 
couldn’t be something 
made of brick.
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real 
astronauts 
live for 
weeks and 
even months 
at a time.

This is the International Space StationInternational Space StationInternational Space StationInternational Space Station (ISS) that 
we have now.

Sam
ple

 Sl
ide

The Brick Moon was 
probably the very 
first imaginary 
Space Station!
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