Who were the Egyptians?
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They believed that if the
gods became angry the
River Nile would not flood
each year. Then their
green fields would become
dusty desert, their crops
and animals would die
and eventually, they
would die too.
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This is a tomb painting of
Sennefer. He was Mayor of
Thebes and was in charge
of the royal estates
belonging to Pharaoh
Amenhotep II around
2,500
years ago.
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Priests were very important
people in ancient Egypt but
there was someone more
important than the priests.
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Do you know who this was?
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Sennefer was not only the
Mayor of Thebes, he was
also the chief priest of the
temple.
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As chief priest, he took
part in important religious
ceremonies.
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As an important official, he had to visit all the places
he was in charge of to make sure that all the
officials who worked for him were doing their jobs
properly. They did the work, but if anything went
wrong, Sennefer would be blamed by the pharaoh.
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The vizier
was also in
charge of
food supply, settling
arguments between nobles and
protecting the pharaoh’s household.

The vizier kept his eye on
every department of
government, and ran
the law courts.
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Then he reported back to
the pharaoh so that the
pharaoh knew what was
happening in the country.
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There were many temples in Ancient Egypt, some
were large and some were small. Others were part
of big estates with many farmers, craftsmen and
even sailors working for them.

A temple was a
place where gods
and goddesses
were worshipped
to make sure they
stayed happy.

An estate was a
large piece of
land with homes
and farmland
that was owned
by one person.
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Most of what
is known about
Sennefer comes
from his tomb
in the valley of
the Kings, near
Thebes.
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The large pictures on the walls are pictures of
Sennefer and his wife Senetay.
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The people often hated the officials
who made them work hard in ways
they didn’t like and took away
many of their goods as taxes to
be used by the government.
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Wealthy nobles were
in charge of the water
supply, the granaries
and tax collecting.
The Egyptians didn’t
use money. People
paid taxes with crops
or other goods, or they
were ordered to work
on the pharaoh’s
building projects.
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The Egyptians believed the gods lived in
temples, so the job of a priest was very
important. Priests were there only to
keep the gods happy, they weren’t there
for the people.
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Only the priest was allowed to enter a temple and
approach the statue of the god or goddess. The
people could pray at the temple gate or they could
pray to the pharaoh but they couldn’t go inside.
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The people of Ancient Egypt regarded
their pharaoh as a god but no one
regarded the thousands of officials
who carried out the pharaoh’s
orders as gods.
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The pharaoh was in charge of Egypt, but officials ran
Egypt for him. Some of them controlled huge areas of
the country and had a lot of power. Other officials
had less important jobs.
Many officials also
worked as priests for
three months of the
year organising the
temples.
temples These officials
were not always liked
by the people.

The Egyptians believed that any one of the gods
could affect their lives at any time. Therefore, the
gods had to be kept happy.
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The priests kept the gods
happy by offering gifts to
them and performing
ceremonies.

www.ks1resources.co.uk

The Ancient Egyptians
worshipped many gods
and goddesses.

Hundreds of officials
official carried out the pharaoh’s orders
but the most important official of all was called the
vizier.
vizier The only person more important than the vizier
was the pharaoh.
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The vizier was responsible for making sure everything
ran smoothly so he was in charge of administration.
All official documents had to have his seal of approval.
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The wealthy nobles
were also in charge of
keeping order in their
areas.
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Those who broke the law
or failed to pay their taxes
were beaten.
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This is a boundary stone.
Boundary stones marked where
each person’s land ended.
There were many arguments
over boundaries.
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Anyone caught moving a boundary stone could
have his ears cut off or be made into a slave.
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If you are a man who leads,
listen calmly to one who
pleads. Don’t stop him telling
you all he has planned to say.
A man in distress wants to
pour out his heart more than
he wants to win.
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Scribes were the only
Egyptians who could
read and write

All pharaohs had an army. Mostly they didn’t
want to make war. They just wanted to keep
Egypt safe. Most ordinary soldiers joined the army
because they were made to.
They fought on foot, using
spears and bows.
This is a tomb model of
soldiers on the march.
The model was found in the
tomb of Mesehti a local
official who also
commanded an army.
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But there is
still a lot
more to
learn!
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QCA - Section 7: What can we learn about ancient Egypt from what has survived?
Objectives
Children should learn:
•what we can find out about ancient Egypt from what has survived
•to produce a structured account about life in ancient Egypt
Activities

Discuss with the children what they have learnt about ancient Egypt. Discuss not only what is known
but what is not known from what has survived.
Ask the children to produce a wall display on ancient Egypt covering all the topics they have found
out about.
Outcomes
•make a display that shows understanding of the characteristic features of Egyptian society
This activity is designed to draw together the information the children have acquired. It could be
extended by producing a final piece of written work. The written activity could be adapted by
providing the children with a writing frame.
Generate the structure of the writing frame through discussion with the class. Ensure that it is
supportive and enables the key information to be presented.
Alternatively, the discussion could be the culmination of the activity.
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Much later, horses were brought into Egypt and
important soldiers fought in horse-drawn chariots.
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Scribes kept records of crops
and collected taxes. They
were very important men.

e
il d
S

They recorded things such as how
much food was produced at harvest
time, how many soldiers were in the
army, how many workers there were
and how many gifts were given to
the gods.
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Each time archaeologists unwrap a
mummy or read the writing on a
mummy case, they find out more
about people from that time.
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Officials kept written records about everything that
happened. To do this, they had to be able to read
and write so they started out as scribes and then
often moved on to their more important jobs.
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Only scribes could write, so only scribes could
become officials and priests.
Writing left by the
scribes tells us a
lot about life in
Ancient Egypt.
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Scribes also wrote books on how to behave and
how officials should settle arguments.
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Amongst the hundreds of
officials who carried out the
pharaoh’s orders were
writers called scribes.
scribes

How do we know what priests and officials did?
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We know because historians have read the records
written by the scribes and because they have read
the writing on tomb walls and mummy cases.
Keeping records
was really important
in Ancient Egypt
because the records
meant that
everything ran
smoothly.
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QCA - Section 4: What objects survive from the time of the ancient Egyptians?

QCA - Section 5: What do objects that have survived tell us about ancient Egypt?

Objectives
Children should learn:

Objectives
Children should learn:

•to classify information in various ways
•about the range of objects which have survived from ancient Egypt
•to make inferences from objects about the way of life in ancient Egypt

•about aspects of life in ancient Egypt
•to make inferences and deductions from objects and pictures
•that what we know about the past is dependent on what has survived

Activities
Give children pictures/postcards of ancient Egyptian objects. Ask them to sort these in
different ways, eg Which are made from wood, paper, pottery, stone etc? Which tell us

about food, death, daily life, clothes, houses? Which tell us about rich people, poor
people?
Discuss with the children what they have found out and why they think these objects
have survived. Do we know more about rich or poor people? Why?
Outcomes
•sort information into different categories
•ask and answer questions about what has survived from ancient Egypt and what it
reveals about the past
The teacher should demonstrate that the same object can answer multiple questions
about the past. It is important to ask what we still need to know and in that way
maintain the sense of mystery.
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Activities

Give groups of children a topic, eg food and farming, art, buildings, writing, technology. Ask them to
find three pictures and/or objects that they think can tell us the most about their topic. Ask the
children to decide what they know for certain from their objects, what they can guess, and what
they still need to find out. Ask groups to record their findings and talk about their topic to the rest
of the class.
Outcomes
•select pictures illustrating aspects of a chosen topic
•infer and record information about a topic from pictures
This activity is designed to help children collect information in a structured way. The teacher may need to model the activity
with the children before they begin to work on their own. This activity could be adapted by giving the children some
'sentence-starters' to record their findings, eg:
The objects I chose were...
This evidence tells me for certain that...
This evidence suggests that...
I now need to find out...
This activity could be extended by asking the children to use reference books to see if they can find out more about their
objects. As a conclusion, children could make 'books' with drawings of their objects and what the evidence tells us.
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