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MD 2011 In 1936 SergeiSergeiSergeiSergei ProkofievProkofievProkofievProkofiev
wrote a piece of music 
that he called Peter and Peter and Peter and Peter and 
the Wolfthe Wolfthe Wolfthe Wolf.

Link to Sarah Jane’s Puppet Theatre
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The music told 
a story about 
a young boy 
called Peter, 
his forest 
animal friends, 
some hunters, 
a wolf and 
Peter’s 
grandfather.Sa

mp
le 

Sli
de

Each character in the story has a particular 
instrument in the orchestra that represents 
them…

Peter is happy and carefree so his part is 
played by the string instruments as he skips 
lightly and plays in the forest and meadow.
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Peter’s grandfather is strict 
and grumpy. He moves 
slowly with his stiff, heavy 
steps so his part is played 
by the bassoon.
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The oboe plays the quacking duck’s part as 
it slowly and steadily waddles happily along 
shaking itself in the sunshine.
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The fluttery little bird is played by the flute.
It’s quick and fast and light and small.
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The clarinet plays the cat’s part in the 
story. It represents the cat’s slinky, sneaky 
movements. The cat is sleek and crouches 
low as it stalks the bird and the duck but 
it’s quick and light as it escapes to the tree.
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The sly wolf is played by 
the French horns. 

It’s heavy and big and licks its lips as it 
sniffs the air around it trying to find food.
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The hunters are alert and brave, quiet and slow. 
Their steps are careful as they peer through the 
trees. They are played by the woodwind 
instruments and the guns they fire in the forest are 
the bass and timpani drums we hear as the music 
plays.
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In the story, Peter is a young boy. He often 
goes to visit his grandfather who lives in the 
middle of 
the forest.
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Peter’s grandfather had warned 
him about the wolves in the forest 
and told him not to leave the 
garden but, on the last day of his 
visit, Peter went into the meadow 
leaving the garden gate open. 

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de

The duck that lived in the 
garden was glad that the 
gate was open because she could sneak 
out to go swimming in the pond nearby.
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On the way, the duck met the chirpy little 
bird who often came into the 
meadow. That day, they 
started 
arguing………. What kind of 

bird are you 
if you can’t 

fly?

What kind of 
bird are you 
if you can’t 

swim?

On and on and on 
they argued.
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As they argued, Peter’s cat began to quietly 
stalk them but the movements of the cat 
caught Peter’s eye, “Look out!”
shouted Peter.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
The bird flew away into a tall tree and the 
duck quacked and waddled into the middle of 
the pond.

Just then, Peter’s grandfather came out of 
his house. He was upset because Peter had 
gone into the meadow without his 
permission. He said…………..
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I’m not afraid 
of wolves!

The meadow is a dangerous 
place. Suppose a wolf had 
come after you, what would 

you have done then?

Peter wasn’t ready to 
pay any attention to his 
grandfather’s wise words.

Sa
mp

le 
Sli

de
At the very moment that 
Peter’s grandfather had 
taken him back into the 
house and locked the 
gate………………

a big, grey wolf came out of 
the forest - just as Peter’s 
grandfather had said.
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or so they thought when they saw 
all the feathers on the ground!

In a flash, the bird flew 
away and the cat climbed 
the tree but the duck, who 
had foolishly jumped out 
of the pond, was chased, 
caught and swallowed by 
the wolf ………..
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Peter saw all this happening from the window 
of his grandfather’s house so, he ran to fetch 
a rope, 
climbed on top 
of the garden 
wall and from 
there managed 
to climb up 
the tree.Sa
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Peter told the 
bird to fly 
round and 
round the 
wolf’s head 
to distract it 
while he 
lowered a 
noose to 
catch the wolf 
by the tail.
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The wolf struggled and struggled to get free 
but Peter managed to tie the wolf to the 
tree. 

The wolf struggled 
more and more until 
it was exhausted.
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In all the commotion, some hunters came out 
of the forest. They had been tracking the wolf 
and shooting their guns as they went. 

As they came 
into the 
meadow, there 
was the wolf tied 
to the tree.Sa
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The hunters wanted to shoot the wolf and be done 
with it but kind hearted Peter had other ideas. 
Peter pleaded with them not to shoot but to take 
the wolf to the zoo instead. By now, the wolf was 
so defeated that all he could do was sit and wait.
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They all looked at one another, shrugged their 
shoulders and marched off to the zoo. Peter led the 
procession then came the hunters leading the wolf, 
followed by the cat and Peter’s grumpy, grumbling 
grandfather.

Above them all flew the bird chirping merrily with 
the duck (who had lost a lot of feathers) 
following along still quacking.

Now that you know the story 
you can listen to the music.
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