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During Victorian times many things changed and
lots of exciting things happened.

SA
New inventionsM
changed
the way people lived
PL
and new ideas changed
E
the way people thought.

Horses and Carriages
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Stage coaches were slow and to
begin with many of the roads
were poor so it took a long
time to travel anywhere.
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They were used by
businessmen and
professional people
who needed a less
expensive carriage.
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Travelling by coach was
E
very uncomfortable.
Do you know why?

At the start of Queen Victoria’s reign most people walked
to the shops or to work. The poorest people walked
everywhere or, if they lived in the country, they might own
a horse and cart.
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Coaches would stop at coaching inns along the
way. Passengers could get warm and have
something to eat while the driver changed the tired
horses for new ones. New passengers would pay
their fares to innkeepers.
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This is the mail
coach that took
the mail from
one part of the
country to
another during
the early 1800s.
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This is what the inside
of the coach was like.
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was guarded by a Royal Mail post office guard.
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This photograph,
taken at a
museum, shows
the York to
London Royal
Mail coach.
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There were two and four seated Broughams. Many were
pulled by just one horse. A luggage basket could be fitted
to the roof and inside the carriage there were often clocks,
mirrors and speaking tubes so that those inside could
speak to the coach driver who was seated outside.
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carriage
would have
cost up to
four years’
wages!
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Wealthy families owned their own carriages.
They employed a coachman to drive them and grooms
to look after the horses.
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This is an
1865 Landau
carriage that
was owned
by a wealthy
family living
in Yorkshire.
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In 1880 a Brougham carriage cost about £200.
The highest paid craftsmen earned about £2 a
week but many earned only £1 a week.
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That meant M
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that in 1880,
a Brougham
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The mail coach was faster than the stage coach
because it only stopped to deliver the mail at the
end of its journey. Stage coaches stopped at
coaching inns along the way so they took longer.
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seating for passengers inside.
www.ks1resources.co.uk

SA
M
PL
E

SL
ID
E

www.ks1resources.co.uk

Letters and parcels were carried by mail coach.
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The Brougham Carriage was named after Lord Brougham
who was said to have designed this type of carriage. They
were introduced around 1839 and became very popular.
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Less wealthy passengers were allowed to sit outside
with the driver. It could be very cold and wet outside
but it cost half the price of being inside the coach.
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How did people travel in
Victorian times and what
changes took place?
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Those who could afford to
pay, travelled in horse
drawn coaches.

Long ago,
almost all
road
transport
was horse
drawn.
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There were many different types of carriages

SA A barouche was a four
carriage with a hood
M wheeled
at the back and two inside
Pseats
LEthat faced each other.
SL
IDsat on
The driver
E seat.
an open front
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Landaus
Landau were
popular because
they could be used
as a closed carriage
or changed into
an open carriage
by folding back
the hood.
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They were pulled by either two
or four horses and could carry
four passengers.
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In his painting
‘Omnibus Life in
London’, William
Maw Egley tried to
show how crowded
it was inside a
London omnibus.
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The omnibus picked
up and dropped
people off like
buses do today.

1859
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A Victoria was an open carriage with
D wheels
that carried only one or two passengers. E
Can you guess who it was named after?
By 1860, horses pulled trams along tramlines which
were special tracks in the road.
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Queen Victoria 1897
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The trams weren’t very popular with some people
because they needed ugly overhead cables to supply
them with electricity. Others loved the new trams.
They could travel faster than horse drawn trams,
climb steeper hills and carry more passengers.
They were also
cheaper than
travelling by coach
or horse drawn
buses so ordinary
people could afford
to use them.
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The Victoria was very popular with
wealthy ladies because they could
show off their beautiful dresses and if
it rained, the hood could be put up to
keep them dry. It was very popular
with Queen Victoria.
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It was easier for
horses to pull
heavy trams with
more passengers
along tram lines
and, because
trams carried more
passengers, fares
www.ks1resources.co.uk
were
cheaper.
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As the roads improved journeys out of town began
to get quicker. Soon something happened to make
travelling out of town much easier and quicker.
But that’s another story!
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By the 1850s, there was a
bench seat that could seat ten
people back to back on the top
of the bus and there were seats
for 12 people inside.

tramlines

At the beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign most
people walked everywhere. Those who could
afford to travelled by coach or used the Royal
Mail coach. The wealthiest had their own
coaches, horses and drivers.
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1900
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What changed during Queen Victoria’s reign?
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1850

For short journeys, horse
drawn omnibuses became
popular. They had a driver
and a conductor who took
the passengers’ fares.
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Trams ran along

By the 1880s,
electric trams
were being used.
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tracks and shared the roads with other traffic.

