Long, long before aeroplanes were invented
people saw birds flying in the sky and dreamed
of being able to fly too.
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Some thought that if they had wings
like birds, they would be able to fly.

Then he fastened the larger pair to his
own arms and the smaller pair to
Icarus’ arms. They began to flap their
wings until their feet left the floor.
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Every day they practised
flying with their new wings.
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Then, one morning, Daedalus told Icarus that they were
ready
to leave the island of Crete and fly home to Athens.
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Can you guess what their idea
was? The owl gives you a clue.
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This is a story from Ancient Greece.
It’s the story of Daedalus and his son Icarus.
Icarus.
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Daedalus was a clever craftsman and inventor, so clever
that King Minos of Crete didn’t want him to go back to
his home in Athens. Instead he kept Daedalus and his
son prisoners in a tower of the palace.
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Every day he collected feathers and
took them up onto the roof of the
tower. There he arranged them in
four lines starting with the smallest
feathers and ending with the longest.
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As they strapped on their wings for the last time, Daedalus
warned Icarus to stay close by his side and not to fly too
close to the sun or the wax holding the feathers together
would melt.

But, Icarus couldn’t hear the
warning. He kept on swooping
higher and higher until he got
too close to the sun.
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There are many pieces of art that tell the story of
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The wax that held his
feathers together got
warmer and warmer
as it began to melt.
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His wings began to lose
their shape as feathers
floated all around him.
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Eilmer of Malmesbury was a
monk who lived long ago.

He was so inspired by the
story of Daedalus and Icarus
that in 1010 (one thousand
years ago) he strapped on
home made wings and
launched himself from a
tower of Malmesbury Abbey.
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We know about Eilmer’s story
because in 1125, another monk
wrote about what he had done …..

There were some very strange
and weird attempts to fly.
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Eilmer fastened wings to his
hands and feet so that he might
fly like Daedalus. He launched
himself from the tower and
glided for more than 200
metres but, alas, the wind was
violent and he fell, broke both
his legs and was lame ever after.

The Fall of Icarus 1650
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This stained glass window shows
Eilmer the flying monk.
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Eilmer was convinced that
although he had failed last time,
if he added a tail to control the
wind, he would
achieve his dream
of flying.
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A woodcut by
Albrect Durer
(1471-1528)

If I could fly like Icarus
I’d really have some fun
I’d pack a little suitcase
And fly off to the sun.
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I’d fly so high, I’d kiss the sky,
The clouds would be my bed.
I’d swoop so low, I’d call your name
And plop upon your head!
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I’d fly around the world and back,
Yes, life would be such a hoot.
I wouldn’t change a thing, except I’d pack a parachute!

His Abbot thought otherwise and,
fearful that he would instead kill
himself, refused to let Eilmer try
again.
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Icarus. This one is 400 years old.
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Then he began to fix the feathers together
with melted wax and thread until at last he
had made two pairs of wings. He showed the
wings to Icarus.
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Their flight was so exciting. Icarus
began to swoop up and down with
the seagulls and his father called
out the warning not to go too near
to the sun.
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Daedalus longed to go home and spent many hours trying to
think of a way to escape. One day a thought came into his
head and suddenly he had a plan.

Painting by Hans Bol
1534 - 1593

Icarus flapped his arms wildly,
but it was too late. He lost the
power of flight and plunged
into the sea. In an instant, he
was gone forever.
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More than 1000 years before Jesus was born
people tried to be like the birds. One of the oldest
stories about flying is the story of Daedalus and
Icarus. It shows that long ago people were trying
to invent a way of flying.

If I could fly like Icarus a Poem by Colin McNaughton
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