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Dusty decided to make 
another information book. 
He’d discovered that it 
was interesting way to 
send a report to his 
friends. Click on the 
arrow to begin reading.
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Are spiders insects?Are spiders insects?Are spiders insects?Are spiders insects?

Spiders are not insects. 
They belong to a group 
of animals called 
arachnidsarachnidsarachnidsarachnids. Insects usually 
have six legs and one or 
two pairs of wings but 
spiders have eight legs 
and no wings. Insects 
have three parts to their 
bodies but spiders have 
only two parts. They 
also have eight eyes.
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Spider WebsSpider WebsSpider WebsSpider Webs

Spiders make very thin, 
fine threads called silk. 
Most spiders use their silk 
to make webs to catch 
insects. Spiders’ webs look 
very pretty in the early 
mornings, especially in 
the autumn when dew or 
frost makes them sparkle. 
They can often be found in 
the corner of windows, in 
garages and in sheds.

Spiders’ webs can 
often be found in 
the corner of 

windows, in garages 
and in sheds.
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Thousands of spiders live 
in our houses and gardens 
feeding on flies, gnats and 
moths. Different types of 
spiders spin different 
kinds of webs.

However, not all spiders 
spin webs. Some spiders 
catch their prey by 
dropping a net of silk 
onto it. 
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Many spiders have to spin a 
new web each day because 
their webs are easily 
destroyed by the weather. 
A spider might sit in its web 
or it might hide under leaves, 
joined to 
its web 
by a 
single, 
silky 
thread.

When an insect gets caught 
in a spider’s web it struggles 
and makes the thread 
vibrate. Then the spider 
will attack its prey and 
bind it up in silky thread 
until it’s ready to eat it.
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All spiders kill their prey 
by biting it with poison 
fangs. The poison 
paralyses the victim while 
the spider wraps it up in 
a bag of silk to eat later. 
Spiders feed by sucking 
the juices out of its body.

Tube web spider with green fangs
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Who builds what?Who builds what?Who builds what?Who builds what?

Garden Spiders build orb orb orb orb 
webswebswebswebs. An orb web is a 
more or less circular web 
that is spun by the spider. 
The threads are sticky 
and trap flying insects. 
Garden Spiders and their 
webs can be seen in 
gardens and 
hedgerows.

orb web.
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Some spiders, like the wall 
spider, spin tubetubetubetube----shaped shaped shaped shaped 
webswebswebswebs in cracks on walls. 

wall spider

tripwire thread

When an insect stumbles 
over one of the tripwire 
threads that hold the web 
in place, the spider rushes 
out to grab it and drags 
it back down the tube.
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House spiders spin 
cobcobcobcob----webswebswebswebs which are also 
called sheet webssheet webssheet webssheet webs. They 
make their webs inside 
sheds or houses. Their silk 
isn’t sticky but the threads 
are so close together that 
insects get caught up in 
them.
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Money spiders are tiny 
black spiders and they 
often cover lawns with 
their delicate webs. The 
spiders spin their webs 
on warm mornings after 
a cool night and then, as 
the warmer air rises, the 
spiders and their webs 
are lifted up and carried 
for several miles.
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Not all spiders build 
webs. Crab spidersCrab spidersCrab spidersCrab spiders can 
run sideways like some 
crabs do. They lie in wait 
for any insects to come 
near, then they grab the 
insect with their front 
legs. They often lie in 
wait on flowers, waiting 
for insects to come to 
feed on the flower’s 
nectar.
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Over a few days, crab 
spiders can slowly 
change their colour 
from white to green 
or yellow to match the 
flower they are sitting 
on. By changing their 
colour,  they become 
camouflaged and hard 
for their prey to spot.
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The zebra spiderzebra spiderzebra spiderzebra spider can 
often be seen on sunny 
walls. It doesn’t build a 
web. Instead, it creeps 
up to its prey and jumps 
on it. Before jumping, 
the spider attaches itself 
to the wall by a thread 
of silk to stop itself 
falling to the ground. 
It can jump a very long 
way!

This type of spider has 
very large eyes to help it 
spot its prey.
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The spitting spiderspitting spiderspitting spiderspitting spider is 
normally found in 
houses. It feeds on 
mosquitoes, moths and 
flies. When it spots its 
prey, it first stalks it and 
then spits a sticky gum, 
like glue, over it. 

The sticky 
gum stops 
its prey from 
moving, so 
the spider 
can eat it 
later, when 
it’s hungry.
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Spiders and BabiesSpiders and BabiesSpiders and BabiesSpiders and Babies

When male and female 
spiders get together 
there is always a danger 
that the female, which 
is larger than the male, 
will attack and eat him. 
Whenever a male spider 
meets a female spider, 
he’s always ready to 
escape on a special 
thread that he has spun.
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The female garden spidergarden spidergarden spidergarden spider
lays her eggs in autumn. 
She spins a cocoon of 
yellow thread around 
them and then disguises it 
with bits of bark and dust.

She spends all her time 
protecting her eggs. 
She doesn’t leave them to 
find food for herself so, 
in the late autumn, she 
dies before her young 
can hatch out in the 
spring. 
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Newly hatched spiders are 
called spiderlings.

spiderlings

cocoon

Wolf spidersWolf spidersWolf spidersWolf spiders live on the 
ground in open areas. 
They pounce on their 
prey wherever they find 
it or, chase and catch it.
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Like all spiders, wolf wolf wolf wolf 
spidersspidersspidersspiders spin special 
threads around their 
eggs but, instead of 
hiding them in a safe 
place, the female carries 
the egg-sac with her 
wherever she goes. She is 
still able to go on hunting  
while she carries her eggs.

A wolf spider carrying her egg-sac
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As soon as the spiderlings 
emerge from their 
protective silken case, 
they clamber up their 
mother’s legs onto her 
abdomen.

When spiders hatch from 
their eggs they are very 
small. As they grow, they 
shed their skin several 
times until they are adult 
size.
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