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Four hundred years ago people argued about what 
God wanted. The Protestants said God likes plain 
churches, simple prayers and to read the Bible in 
English.

The Catholics disagreed. They said that 
God wanted beautiful churches with lots 
of decorations and they wanted the 
Bible to be written in an ancient 
language called Latin.

King James agreed with the Protestants and 
told the Catholics that they had to go to the 
Protestant church. When the Catholics heard 
this they were very angry!

King James said that if the 
Catholics didn’t do as they were 
told they would be fined and 
punished! Catholic Churches 
were destroyed and priests were 
attacked.

Guy Fawkes wanted to help the 
Catholics.

Some of the 
Catholics, including 
Guy Fawkes, decided 
to kill King James by 
blowing up the 
houses of Parliament 
while he was inside.

Every Year in November our 
Queen goes to the Houses of 
Parliament for a special 
ceremony called “the State 
Opening of Parliament”. 
Click Here

Four hundred years ago 
the plotters chose this 
very same occasion to 
blow up the Houses of 
Parliament and kill King 
James.

Our Queen going to 
attend the State 

Opening of Parliament.

Then and Now

The monarch makes a speech.

The plotters rented a 
cellar under the Houses 
of Parliament and in 
the middle of the night 
Guy Fawkes rowed 
across the river to 
Parliament. 
His boat was stacked 
with 36 barrels of 
gunpowder.

And this is shows you 
his route across the 
River Thames to the 
Houses of Parliament!

He put the gunpowder 
in the cellar and got 
ready to light it.

All was going well 
until someone sent a 
letter to Lord 
Monteagle warning 
him of what was 
going to happen and 
telling him to stay 
away from the 
Houses of Parliament 

on November 5th.

The King was told about 
the plot and on 
November 4th the cellar 
was searched. At first 
nothing was found but 
when it was found, just 
in time, Guy Fawkes was 
arrested.

Eventually all the plotters were found and hanged.
King James said that we should light fires every 
year to remember the Gunpowder Plot and make 
sure it never happened again.

This story did not end happily for Guy Fawkes.
He started out wanting to help the Catholics 
because bad things were happening to those 
who would not give up what they believed to 
be right. In the end he lost his life.

Did he make the right decisions or could he 
have tried something else to help the Catholics?
What would you have done?

A painting of Guy Fawkes

A cartoon of 
Guy Fawkes

Remember, remember
The fifth of November,

Gunpowder, treason and plot.
I know no reason

Why gunpowder treason
Should ever be forgot.

Children began chanting this rhyme about 200 years ago 
as they collected money and firewood for Bonfire Night.



WANTED

Guy Fawkes

Say where he 
were last seen.

Say what he is 
wanted for.

Offer a 
reward.

Who is wanted? 
Draw a picture of 

him.

Say who he is.

Say what he is 
like.

Wanted for plotting to blow up the 
Houses of Parliament and kill King 
James.

Last seen hiding in a cellar under the 
Houses of Parliament.

Reward: a bag of gold coins.
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LINK to exploding the myth

Who is wanted? 
Draw a picture of 

him.

Say who he is.

Say what he is 
like.

How do we know that this is a true story?

Ever since the plotters tried to 
kill King James by blowing up 
the Houses of Parliament the 
Yeomen of the Guards have 
searched the cellars before the 
State Opening of Parliament. 

Bonfire Night is not the only 
tradition to have lasted for 400 
years!

Background information Link

The costumes they 
wear are the same as 
the ones used by the 
guards who discovered 
Guy Fawkes in the 
cellar.

Click Here to go to a page about the Queen’s Guards 
(Woodlands Junior School Website)

Guy Fawkes was 
born in York in 
North Yorkshire 
in 1570. This is a 
photograph of his 
house. 

Family History Link

His house is still there but it is now a hotel 
where people can stay when they visit York. 
The school he attended is also still there and 
children still go there to learn.

A plaque on a wall in Hackney, London.

How did Guy Fawkes light his way in the dark cellar?
Did you notice?

How do you think the 
guards found their way as 
they searched the Houses 
of Parliament?

They used a lantern of 
course!

How do you think 
it worked?

It has a candle inside the 
lantern so it is easy to 
carry. The candle is 
protected from any 
draughts that might blow
it out.

The lantern that Guy 
Fawkes carried 400 
years ago is now in a 
museum and people can 
go to see it.

Here is a photograph of Guy Fawkes’ lantern.
Look at the picture very carefully. 
Can you see which one is Guy Fawkes?

Who do you think is talking? 
What might they be saying?

What do you notice about their clothes?

This is a special ceremony 
when the Queen travels to 
the Houses of Parliament in 
a golden coach and wears 
special clothes. When she 
arrives she puts on her 
crown and reads a speech. 
The speech explains all the 
plans the government have 
made.

One of the Queen’s jobs is to open 
Parliament every year after all the MPs 

have been on holiday.

Back to Slide 6

Gunpowder Plot Timeline Click Here

The York Connection Click Here

Parliament Then and Now Activity Click Here

Firework safety Downloads LINK

1812 Overture by P. I. 1812 Overture by P. I. 1812 Overture by P. I. 1812 Overture by P. I. TchaiskovskyTchaiskovskyTchaiskovskyTchaiskovsky
Click to play – long loading time
After 14 minutes play there are sounds of “fireworks”
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