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Christingle Service and Christingle Orange

The very first Christingle (Czech Republic)

Oh Little Town of Bethlehem

Shine Jesus Shine

Teacher Links (for use with children)

Christingle is a service that is held in churches 
during Advent when Christians are preparing to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Christingle actually 
means ‘Christ Light’ and the service of 
Christingle celebrates the birth of Jesus.

The Christingle Service is a time when the whole 
church comes together with many friends and 
families invited to join one of the church’s 
biggest services of the year.

It is an exciting service 
for everyone especially 
the children!

This church is ready for the Christingle service.

Often a collection is held afterwards to raise 
money to help children who are in need.

The Christingle service is usually held by 
candlelight. This is because Jesus is sometimes 

called ‘the light of the world’. 

Father of lights,

from whom comes 

every good and perfect gift:

keep us in the light of Christ,

to shine in your world,

that all may believe in you

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.Amen.Amen.Amen.

Each child is given a Christingle, a decorated 
orange, and each part of the Christingle orange 
has a special meaning. 

The lights in the church are turned off and the 
children enter to stand along the aisle of the 
church and sing Away In A Manger. 

The light from their 
candles reminds us 
that Christians believe 
Jesus is the light of the 
world.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus lay down his sweet head.
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

Each part of the 
Christingle has a special 
meaning …….

The orangeThe orangeThe orangeThe orange is to remind us of the world.

The red ribbonThe red ribbonThe red ribbonThe red ribbon is to remind us of Jesus’ 
blood when he died on the cross and means 
God’s love for us.

The candleThe candleThe candleThe candle reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world 
and also reminds us of God’s love for us through the four 
seasons of the year.

The four cocktail sticksThe four cocktail sticksThe four cocktail sticksThe four cocktail sticks mean ‘Christ – light’ and represent 
the four seasons of the year or the four corners of the 
earth..

The fruit and sweets The fruit and sweets The fruit and sweets The fruit and sweets remind us of the good things in the 
world including love and kindness.

Nobody really knows when or how the custom 
first started. In the Czech republic the Moravian 
Church has held Christingle services for over 
200 years.

Some Czech people think this is how the first 
Christingle might have been made ……….

Many years ago, children were 
asked to take a gift to put beside 
the crib in church. 
One family was very poor and 
had no money to spare to buy 
gifts but they found an orange. 
They thought that perhaps the 
orange could be their gift but it 
was going mouldy on top!

The family were very disappointed but after 
thinking about their problem for a long time, 
they had an idea.They decided to scoop out the 
bad bits and put a candle in the top to turn it 
into a lantern.

They thought it still looked 
too ordinary to be a gift so 
one of the girls took a red 
ribbon from her hair and tied 
it round the middle of the 
orange.

It was hard to keep the ribbon from slipping off 
the orange so they fastened it on with four little 
sharpened sticks. They thought for a moment and 
then they put a few raisins and nuts on the sticks.

They lit the candle on the top of 
the orange and took their orange 
lantern to church. They were afraid 
that the other children would laugh 
at their gift but the priest thanked 
them for their gift and he told the 
congregation why their gift was so 
special.

He said that the orange was round like the 
earth and he told them that the candle stands 
straight and tall and gives light in the dark like 
the love of God.

Then he told them that the ribbon 
goes all the way around the ‘world’ 
and reminds us of the blood Jesus 
shed when he died for us.

He said that the four sticks point in all directions 
and represent the North, South, East and West as 
well as the four seasons.

Last of all, he told them that the fruit and nuts 
(and sometimes sweets) represent the fruits of the 
earth that the sun and the rain help to grow.

The children were amazed that one 
little orange could mean so much.

And that is how the Czech people explain the 
custom of Christingle.



As well as Away In A Manger, another 
favourite carol that is often sung during the 
Christingle Service is ………..

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Lord, the light of Your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us; 
Set us free by the truth You now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your Word 
Lord, and let there be light. 

Lord, I come to Your awesome presence 
From the shadows into Your radiance; 
By the blood I may enter Your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your Word 
Lord, and let there be light. 

As we gaze on Your kingly brightness 
So our faces display Your likeness; 
Ever changing from glory to glory 
Mirrored here may our lives tell Your story 
Shine on me, shine on me. 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory; 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze. Set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
Send forth Your Word 
Lord, and let there be light. 

Welcome to Christingle Link
Christingle Assembly (A Christingle in a rainbow)

An Assembly for KS1 Link

Christmas Light (planning for Y2) Link

Online step by step instructions for children Link

How to make a Christingle – Link to PDF file

Link to list of (locked) Christingle activities including 
an UNLOCKED Interactive Labelling activityUNLOCKED Interactive Labelling activityUNLOCKED Interactive Labelling activityUNLOCKED Interactive Labelling activity

More instructions and explanation Link

www.ks1resources.co.uk


