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When you came to school 
today did you notice the 
houses along your route 

to school?
Can you remember what 

they were like?

????

Did you reallyreallyreallyreally notice 
what they are like?
Can you remember 

enough about them to 
be able to talk about 

them?

Can you talk about how 
they are the same or 

different to your house?

Were the houses you 
saw old or new?

Did you see some old 
andandandand some new houses?
Can you talk about how 

they are different?

Here are 
some 

things to 
think 
about.

What do 
all houses 

have?

Did you notice 
their doors, 

windows, bricks 
and pipe work?

Did you notice that 
not all houses are 
exactly the same?

How do doors and 
windows open, 
close or lock?

How are houses 
different? 

How do you 
know which ones 

are new?

Not all houses look 
the same. We say 
they have different 
features. What do 
we mean when we 
talk about features?

My gran says I 

have pretty 

features, especially 

my eyes.

I don’t think 

houses have eyes 

though!

Did you guess that I 
meant things like 
doors, windows, 
pipes, bricks and 
chimneys when I 
was talking about 

their features? 

Perhaps we 
should go 
and have a 

look! 

I wish we could go and 
have a proper look at 
some houses then I 
could see if their 

features are as pretty as 
mine!

What sort of 
house do you 

live in?

If you look around where you live you will probably see 
different types of houses.

bungalow

semi-detached

detached
terraced

Do you know what is 
happening in this 
picture?

What can you see?

It’s a new house 
being built. Perhaps 
you might see a 
house being built 
near to your house 
or your school.

Here are some drawings of new houses.

How are they different?

Why do people live 
in different types of 
homes?

Here are some more new houses.

How are they different?

Here are some more houses.

Who might 
live in these 
homes?

one bedroom apartments

four bedroom detached house

2 bedroom flats

2 bedroom bungalow

What are houses made of?

Do you know what part of 
a house this is?

It’s the side of the house and 
the roof. You can see the 
chimneys.

Most houses are made from bricks. Bricks are made from 
a special kind of clay. The clay bricks are baked to make 
them hard and strong. Bricks can be different colours and 
sometimes the builder uses them to make patterns like the 
ones on this house.

What are houses made of?

Do you know what part of 
a house this is?

It’s a roof!

This is a house that was made of wood. 
The planks that you can see are planks of wood 
called weatherboarding that have been nailed on 
and painted white.

What are houses made of?

Do you know what these are?

They are roof tiles!

Roof tiles can be 
different colours and 
shapes. 

Tiles are also made out of clay 
and baked to make them strong. 
They keep out the rain.

Do all houses have chimneys?
What are they for?



Do all houses have gutters, drain pipes  
and drains. Why?

Are they all the same?

Drain pipes 
made from 

copper

A gutter made 
from cast iron

Plastic gutter 
and pipes

You might see different kinds of windows.

This is called a 
sash window.

Window frames 
can be made of 
metal, wood or 
PVC.

How do they open?

Can you guess?

Windows open and close but why 
do houses have windows?

In the day time they let light in so that we can see.

If we open them they let air in so we have good 
ventilation.

When they are closed they keep out draughts 
and rain.

When it’s hot we can open them so we are cooler.

You might see different kinds of doors. Doors open and close too, but why do 
houses have doors? Can you guess?

We need doors to go through so 
we can go in and out.

We can lock doors to keep us safe and stop people we 

don’t know coming in and out.

When they are closed they keep out draughts and rain –
just like windows!

When it’s hot we can open them so we are cooler.

Perhaps you could go 
and have a look in 
your area and see 

what you can find out!

See you 
next time!

Unit 2: What were homes like a long time ago? Unit 2: What were homes like a long time ago? Unit 2: What were homes like a long time ago? Unit 2: What were homes like a long time ago? 
Section 1: What sorts of homes do people live in today? Section 1: What sorts of homes do people live in today? Section 1: What sorts of homes do people live in today? Section 1: What sorts of homes do people live in today? 

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives Children should learn:
•that people live in different sorts of homes 
•to talk about homes using appropriate vocabulary

ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities
Show the children pictures of different sorts of homes. Which are like your home? Which 
are different? Encourage them to talk about homes they are familiar with. Why do people 
live in different sorts of homes? Select children to place the correct labels on the pictures of 
different types of homes.

OutcomesOutcomesOutcomesOutcomes: children
•recognise and name different types of homes 

Points To Note:Points To Note:Points To Note:Points To Note:
The purpose of this activity is to provide opportunities for children to appreciate the 
diversity of homes that people live in today, so that they can use this knowledge as a basis 
for comparisons with the past. 

Unit 2:Unit 2:Unit 2:Unit 2: What were homes like a long time ago? 
Section 2:Section 2:Section 2:Section 2: What can we find out from the outside of homes? 

ObjectivesObjectivesObjectivesObjectives: Children should learn:
•to recognise common external features of domestic dwellings 
•to record their observations appropriately 

Activities: Activities: Activities: Activities: 
Take the children to look at homes near the school. Help them to recognise common 
features by asking them to look for what is the same and what is different about the 
homes. Encourage them to talk about what the homes are built from, details of the 
windows, doors, chimneys, etc. 
Ask the children to draw one of the homes, showing everything they can recognise. 
On their return to school, ask the children to improve their drawing and to include all the 
key features.

Outcomes:Outcomes:Outcomes:Outcomes:
identify key external features common to homes, eg windows, doors, chimneys
•describe and draw details of different features of a home 

Points to note:Points to note:Points to note:Points to note:
The location of the school will determine the type of home that can be used for this 
activity. Homes built in the last 20 years would be most appropriate
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