
What does 
electricity 
do?
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QCA Unit 2F 
Section 3 MD 2007 Some clocks need batteries. 

If you have a clock on your 
classroom wall it probably 
has batteries inside it.

This is a picture 
of the inside of 
the clock. 
Can you see the 
battery?
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A remote 
control for the 
television, DVD 
or video has 
batteries in it 
too.

If you slide off the 
panel at the back you 
can see them.
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You might have one of 
these on your ceiling at 
home. Do you know 
what it is?

It’s a smoke alarm 
and this is what it 
looks like inside. Can 
you see the battery?
SA

MPL
E S

LI
DE

Can you guess what this 
is and what it’s used for?

It’s used for weighing 
food.Can you see the

battery in it’s 
compartment?
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You might have a floor turtle like Bee-Bot in your 
classroom. Bee-Bot uses 3 AA batteries.
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Or you might 
have a Roamer 
at school.

Roamer is bigger than 
Bee-Bot and has two 
big batteries inside.
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Some toys use batteries. Perhaps you have some 
battery powered toys at home.

These toys all 
need a battery to 
make them move.

This 
scooter 
has a 
battery!

Radio controlled 
toys need batteries 
to work.
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Battery powered toys 
were invented about 100 
years ago. The toys on 
this slide are about 50 
years old.

They needed 
batteries to work.
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Batteries come in all shapes and sizes!
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What is the 
smallest battery 
you can think of 
used for?

What is the 
largest battery 
you can think of 
used for?
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Can you guess what the tiny batteries 
might be for?

Tiny batteries 
are used in 
hearing aids.

And in watches.

Why are they so small?
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You probably have one of the biggest batteries 
at home. It looks like this ……….

Can you guess what uses a battery 
like that?

Clue – it goes in here!
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it was a 
BIG 

battery!

Why do you think the battery is so big?
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Here’s another 
big  battery from 
a lawn mower!

SA
MPL

E S
LI
DE

There’s a very big battery in 
this yellow box. It’s a battery 
that starts a bus engine!
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Inside a battery 
there are special 
metals and acids
that make 
electricity.

This is a drawing that shows 
what a battery looks like inside 
its protective casing.

Never cut 
batteries 
open. The 
chemicals 
inside are 
dangerous
and can 
harm you!

++++

--------
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Here is a diagram of a torch to show you the 
batteries inside.

The labels are missing.
What should they be?

Torches work like ordinary lights in your home 
but they use electricity from batteries inside them.

batterybattery switchswitch

bulbbulb

reflectorreflectormetal stripmetal strip
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This torch 
comes 
apart so 
you can 
change 
the 
batteries 
when they 
run out of 
power.SA
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If you slide the 
back off this 
torch you can 
see how the 
batteries fit 
inside.
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How do we 
know which 
things use 
batteries and 
which 

things use 
electricity?

Can some 
things use 
batteries or 
mains 

electricity?

Some things to 
think about.

How do we 
know if they 
use both?

Do all of 
the things 
switch on 
and off?
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Unit 2F: Using electricity Section 3: Using batteries and making connections

Objectives – Children should learn:

•that some devices use batteries which supply electricity; these can be handled 

safely 

•to make connections in circuits to the positive and negative poles of the battery 

Activities

•Present children with a collection of devices which use batteries and appropriate 

batteries for them. Ask children to identify which battery would be used for each 

device bearing in mind that button batteries should not be used by young children. 

Help children to examine a battery and identify the symbols + and - . Demonstrate a 

device where it is important that the battery is in the correct orientation eg a remote 

control for the video recorder. Ask children to dismantle and reassemble torches so 

that they light up again. 

Outcomes

•use devices with batteries, draw and label some of these eg bicycle lamps, hearing 

aids

•explain why a particular device requires a particular battery eg a watch is very small 

so it needs a small battery

•identify ways batteries might be dangerous eg a small child might swallow one, if 
the battery were cut open the chemicals could escape and cause harm

Interactive Links

Electric circuits (Ngfl-cymru) Link
Using Electricity (BBC) Link

Lesson Plan & Worksheets (circuits) Link

Design & build a lighthouse Link

www.ks1resources.co.uk


