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This is Harry and 
Lizzie. They were 
born in 1899189918991899.
They lived to be 
very old but are 
not alive now 
because they 
were born more 
than 100 years 100 years 100 years 100 years 
agoagoagoago!
If we go back in 
time we can find 
out about their 
family.
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My name is Melissa 
and this is me 
blowing out my 
birthday candles 
while my little girls 
are singing Happy 
Birthday!
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And here are my two 
big girls. Georgina is 
7 and Hannah is 6.
They go to school in a 
town called Leek.
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This is a photograph 
of my mum and dad. 
It was taken at my 
sister’s wedding.
They are Georgina 
and Hannah’s 
nanny and grandad.

My mum 
and dad.
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Do you remember 
the picture of 

Lizzie and Harry 
that you saw 

earlier?

Harry

I’m going to tell 
you about Harry 
and Lizzie’s family 
because it’s my 
family too!

Lizzie
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You can use it to see when we were 
born. The arrows will help you to 
find us on the timeline!
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Here is a photograph of my 
mum when she was a little 
girl with her mum and dad.
It was taken a long time 
before I was born!

My mum 
when she 
was a baby

My grandpa Derrick

My nan Elsie
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This is my 
grandpa Derrick 
when he was a 
little boy. When 
the photo was 
taken in 1930193019301930
he was three 
years old. 
The lady with 
him is his mum 
– my great 
grandma, Lizzie. 
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my great grandad 
and great grandma.

Derrick, my grandpa 
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My mum

Georgina and Hannah
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My grandpa
Derrick was only 
three in this 
photo but now 
he is 80 years 
old  and I go to 
visit him and my 
nan, Elsie.

My great 
grandma Lizzie
died when 
I was a little girl.
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What do you think it was like 
in the olden days when my 
grandpa Derrick was a little 
boy and living in Leek?
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These are very old photos and show you what 
Leek looked like when grandpa Derrick was born 
80 years ago.

Both these  
photographs were 
taken when grandpa 
Derrick was three 
years old.

How is this street different to streets nowadays?
What do you notice?
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Then (1930)

Now –
nearly 80 
years later. 

This is the same 
street but the 
‘now’ photos look 
down from the 
monument that 
can be seen in the 
old photograph.

How things change.
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Can you see the 
monument in these two 
pictures?

What has changed?
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This is another 
old picture that 
shows you what 
the town looked 
like when 
grandpa Derrick 
was a little boy.

Can you see the horse and carts in the road. 
In those days a lot of things were 
delivered to people’s 
houses by horse and
cart.
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This picture was drawn in 1930. The horse and 
cart belong to the greengrocer.
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A coal cart like 
this one came 
once a week and 
delivered coal to 
all the houses in 
grandpa 
Derrick’s street.

The coal came in big, thick 
sacks and was used for fires to 
cook on and to keep warm.
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The coal man delivered the 
coal to the houses. He had to 
be strong because the sacks 
full of coal were very heavy 
and he had to heave them off 
his cart and carry them over 
his shoulder. He was always 
black and dirty because of the 
coal dust.

The coalman’s horse always knew where it was 
going and didn’t have to be told to stop at a 
customer’s house!
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This was how milk was 
delivered to nearby 
villages by the 
farmer. 

It came in big metal milk 
churns and when Lizzie 
wanted to buy milk she 
took a jug out to the cart 
and the milkman used a 
special measuring cup to 
measure milk into her jug.

The farmer’s wife
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A rag and bone man went from house to house with his 
horse and cart collecting old “rags” and giving the 
children small gifts, balloons or even a live goldfish in  
exchange for old clothes and rags.

The rags would be sold 
and made into paper 
while bones were used to 
make glue.He also collected scrap metal.
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Do you know what kind of 
vehicle this is and do you 
know what job the men do?

Do you think grandpa Derrick 
would have seen these on the 
street when he was a little boy?
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When grandpa Derrick 
was a little boy vehicles 
like this hadn’t been 
invented!

In grandpa Derrick’s 
back yard they didn’t 
have wheelie-bins, they 
had a metal dustbin a 
bit like this one.

Can you guess what vehicles came to empty the bins?
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Did you guess that it was a horse 
and cart?

Every two weeks the bin men came 
and hoisted the heavy bins full of 
rubbish onto their shoulders and then 
emptied the rubbish into a horse 
drawn cart.

The horse was so clever it knew which 
houses to stop outside and it would 
move and stop without anyone telling it 
to. It even moved the cart so the cart 
was in the right place for tipping the 
rubbish.
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What kind of rubbish goes into 
your wheelie bins?

In those days all houses had a fire that 
that burned coal – they didn’t have 
central heating then like you do now.
The only things they put into their 
dustbins were the ashes from the fire and 
anything that wouldn’t burn like tin cans 
- although families in those days had to 
be rich to afford anything that came in a 
tin can! 
EverythingEverythingEverythingEverything else was burnt on the fire.
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Some of you might have seen these delivery vans 
going to houses near your house.

People can use the 
Internet to make an 
order and their 
order is delivered to 
their home.

Do you think Lizzie and grandpa 
Derrick would have seen one of 
these vans on the roads in their 
time?
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This is what they would have seen on the roads. 
What do you think this horse drawn vehicle was 
delivering?
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This photograph was taken when grandpa Derrick 
was a little boy. 
You can see some cars parked outside the big 
gates. How are they different to your car?
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When grandpa Derrick was a little boy there was 
a train station in Leek. Now the station has gone 
there is a Morrison’s supermarket where it used to 
be. What do you think trains looked like when 
grandpa Derrick was little?

Do you think they 
looked like the 
trains we see 
today?
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This is a photograph of a passenger train at Leek 
station in 1928 when grandpa Derrick was a little 
boy. What kind of train is it?

Did you guess? It’s a steam train. 
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A lot of the things that we see 
and use every day hadn’t been 
invented when my grandpa 
Derrick was a little boy. 
Can you remember what some of 
those things are?

Can you think of some other 
things that he wouldn’t have 
seen in the olden days and 
what his family would have 
had instead?

Sa
mp

le S
lide

With many thanks to my family 
(especially my sister, brother in law 
and niece Melissa) for agreeing to 
my use of family photographs and 
to my dad Derrick for his extensive 
memories of life as a little boy in 
the early 1930s - much of it lived 
as the Victorians would have lived 
since his family were often quite 
poor.

All original photographs in this set were taken at the Hands on 
History Museum in Hull, East Yorkshire. Link to the museum.
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