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Derrick with his mum when he was just 3 years old.

Harry and 
Lizzie, Derrick’s 
mum and dad 

when they were 
50 years old.
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Here is grandpa 
Derrick with his 
mum, Lizzie.

In this 
photograph he 
was a little boy 
who was just 
3 years old.

Now grandpa 
Derrick is 80 
years old!
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When grandpa Derrick was three he lived in this house with his mum 
Lizzie and his dad, Harry. The big photo was taken not very long ago. 
When grandpa Derrick was little only very rich people had cars!
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Do you know what we 
call houses that are all 
joined to one another 
in a row?

Did you know the answer? It’s terraced houses.

These photos show you 
what the houses in grandpa 
Derrick’s street were like. 
They are all very old houses 
that were built a long time 
ago but they are still there.
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This is a new 
photograph. The house 
on the left with the red 
door is for sale. 

The house with the 
blue door is where 
grandpa Derrick lived 
when he was a little 
boy.Sa
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This is a what the lounge (the 
front room) looks like now.

It didn’t look 
like that when 
grandpa 
Derrick was a 
little boy! Do you know why?
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Now the house has a bathroom.

There was no 
bathroom 
when grandpa 
Derrick was a 
little boy!
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This is a what the kitchen looks 
like now.

Do you think it 
was the same 
when grandpa 
Derrick was a 
little boy?
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The house that he lived in was a very 
old terraced house. It had two 
bedrooms upstairs. Downstairs it had 
a front room, a back room and a room 
Lizzie called the scullery. Do you know 
what kind of room a scullery was?

Those five rooms were the only rooms 
they had.

Which rooms do you think were missing?

Did you guess that there was no 
bathroom and no inside toilet?
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Grandpa Derrick’s mum and dad used 
the front door to go into their house. 
They didn’t have a front garden. 
There was only the pavement and the 
road outside their front door.
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When they went in through the front 
door they went straight into the front 
room. It was their best room and to 
keep it looking nice they only ever used 
it for very special occasions.
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Behind the front room there was a 
back room with a window that looked 
out onto the yard at the back. The 
yard was covered with paving stones 
and all the neighbours shared the yard.
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At the side of the house with 
the red door there was an 
entryentryentryentry - a passage way that led 
to the back yard behind the 
houses. At the top of the entryentryentryentry
was a wooden gate and along 
the edge of the yard were little 
whitewashed buildings with 
wooden doors that had a gap 
at the top. 

Can you guess what these little 
buildings might have been? the entry
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Do you remember that when 
grandpa Derrick was a little boy his 
house didn’t have a toilet inside?

Did you guess that these little buildings were the 
outside toilets?
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This is what you would have found 
inside the little outhouse which was 
used as the outside toilet when 
grandpa Derrick was a little boy!

There was just a brick box 
with a wooden seat on top.

The wooden seat had a hole for you to 
sit over. There was no way to flush the 
toilet so Lizzie or Harry would have to 
throw water from a bucket down the 
toilet to flush it!

Sa
mp

le S
lide

Here’s another picture 
to show you what the 
outside toilet was like 
in those days.

Some families had a toilet 
seat big enough for two 
people to sit side by side, 
but not grandpa Derrick’s 
family!

Would you like to have to use toilets like these?
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Lizzie, Harry and Grandpa 
Derrick didn’t use proper 
toilet paper either. It cost 
too much money! 

It wasn’t very nice to use as toilet 
paper because the ink would come off! 

Instead they tore newspaper into 
small squares and threaded the 
squares on to string then hung them 
up next to the toilet.
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When Lizzie, Harry and grandpa 
Derrick wanted to go to the 
toilet they had to go out of the 
back door, go across the yard 
and into the little outhouseouthouseouthouseouthouse
where their toilet was!

It wasn’t very nice when it 
was cold and windy and wet!

Do you think they would go 
across the yard to the outside 
toilet when it was dark at night?
What would they do instead?
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Do you know how they all managed 
when they wanted to go to the toilet 
in the night? Can you guess?

Did you guess that everyone used 
a “gusundergusundergusundergusunder”?  
Do you know what that is?

It’s a chamber pot 
(a potty) that went 
under the bed. 

That’s why it was called a gusunder
– because it goes under the bed!
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Do you remember we said 
that the rooms in grandpa 
Derrick’s house didn’t look 
like they do now? What 
did they look like?

That’s another story!
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