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1800s and the Victorians

Mary Wheatland and Frederick Jenkins

1900s onwards

By the 1800s, (200 years ago) some things were 
beginning to change……………

Princess VictoriaPrincess VictoriaPrincess VictoriaPrincess Victoria
was born in 
1819 and in 
1837 when she 
was 18 years old 
she became 
Queen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen VictoriaQueen Victoria.

The little Princess Victoria
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Important people started 
to make new rules about 
how and where people 
could bathe.

People should 
cover up. They 
shouldn’t show 
their bodies in 

public!

It’s wrong for 
men and 
women to 
bathe 

together!

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

In ScarboroughScarboroughScarboroughScarborough notices warned that that bathing 
machines for men should not be nearer than 130 130 130 130 
yardsyardsyardsyards to bathing machines for ladies and that 
while men and boys could swim in their area 
without a bathing costume, no female of 10 years 
old or more was allowed to bathe in the sea 
without a bathing dress.

All owners of bathing 
machines had to provide 
bathing dresses for ladies 
and girls and bathing 
suits for men and boys. 1820
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So they had to have 
separate areas for men 
and women to bathe.
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An engraving by William Heath 1829
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The Victorians (as people were known when 
Princess Victoria became queen) began to visit the 
seaside to relax and have fun rather than going to 
the sea just to benefit their health. 
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This wealthy 
couple are 
enjoying a stroll 
along the beach 
wearing their 
Sunday best 
clothes. 

There are 
bathing 
machines for 
hire in the 
background.

1858
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1858 bathing dress

The rules said that 
people had to cover 
up as much of their 
bodies as possible.

The bathing suits 
that ladies wore in 
those days were very 
heavy, especially 
when they got wet 
in the water!Sa
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Bathing Machines at the West Pier, in Brighton in 1885. The ladies 
bathing in the sea from these bathing machines are holding onto 
ropes in case they are swept out to sea. 
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Queen Victoria had her own private bathing machine with a toilet. 
She was a good swimmer and swam in long Victorian bathing 
suit. Her bathing machine can still be seen at Osbourne House.

Queen 
Victoria’s 
bathing 
machine 
at a little 
seaside 
town on 
the Isle 
of Wight
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In a seaside town called Bognor (Bognor Bognor (Bognor Bognor (Bognor Bognor (Bognor 
Regis)Regis)Regis)Regis) there were two famous people who 
looked after those who wanted to bathe in the 
sea in Victorian timesVictorian timesVictorian timesVictorian times.

They each owned 
their own bathing 
machines and 
hired them out
to bathers. Sa
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Mary WheatlandMary WheatlandMary WheatlandMary Wheatland ran 
one bathing machine 
businesses and ………….

Frederick JenkinsFrederick JenkinsFrederick JenkinsFrederick Jenkins
ran the other.Sa
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Frederick JenkinsFrederick JenkinsFrederick JenkinsFrederick Jenkins ran his business from the west 
side of the pier. He built his own machines at his 
yard in Longford Road and 100 years ago his 
machines were being used by hundreds of 
holiday makers.

In winter he stored his 
machines in a field and 
before the summer season 
began he would do repairs 
and paint them with fresh 
blue and white stripes.
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FrederickFrederickFrederickFrederick used shire 
horses to pull the 
bathing machines 
down to the beach. 
Their names were 
Major, Beauty and 
Lion. Bathing machines 

cost each person 
sixpence (6d) for 
40 minutes. 

6d
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There was a little wooden office next to the pier that 
sold tickets. It opened on June 1st every year and people 
bought a ticket when they wanted to hire a bathing 
machine.

People who wanted to hire the 
machines could also hire towels 
and bathing costumes with the 
name JENKINSJENKINSJENKINSJENKINS printed on them.

At the end of the day the towels 
and costumes were taken back to 
Frederick’s builders yard to be 
washed and hung out on a line 
to dry.

For Hire
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On the east side of 
the pier Mary Mary Mary Mary 
WheatlandWheatlandWheatlandWheatland hired 
out her bathing 
machines. She also 
had bathing 
costumes and 
towels for hire.

This is an old 
postcard showing 
Mary in 1906.
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Many of the adults and children who used these 
machines only visited the seaside for one day a 
year and didn’t own their own bathing costumes. 
That was why they needed to hire them!

Mary’s machines had 
red and yellow stripes.

Can you remember 
what colour Frederick’s 
bathing machines 
were?
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Mary always wore 
a blue serge 
costume when she 
was hiring out her 
bathing machines.

She had a battered 
sailor hat that tied 
under her chin with 
black ribbons. 
Mary’s hat had her 
name in gold letters 
– can you see it? 
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Mary would regularly swim in the sea for over an 
hour at a time - even when she was an old lady!

She liked to dive off the pier 
and even when she was 71 
years old she still liked to 
do handstands in the sea so 
that only her feet could be 
seen waving in the air! 

Crowds would gather to 
watch her swim in her big, 
heavy, serge bathing suit.
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Did you notice that in her picture Mary is wearing 
two medals?

Mary taught lots of 
children to swim in the 
sea and she was said to 
have rescued more than 
30 people from drowning. 
That was why she was 
awarded medals for 
bravery.

Mary was nicknamed ‘Bognor’s mermaid’

Sa
mp

le 
Sl
ide

It wasn’t until the 1900s that 
men and women began to 
bathe together and even then 
it was still forbidden in some 
seaside resorts!

Bathing machines 
could still be seen on 
the beaches but 
slowly these were 
replaced by stripy 
tents that were used 
as changing rooms.

A saucy Edwardian postcard
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As the years went 
by bathing 
costumes began to 
get shorter.

1905
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and shorter.

1927

These children are at 
the seaside, in 1927.
They are wearing 
knitted wool 
swimming costumes 
that got very heavy 
and very baggy 
when they were wet.
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1930s children having fun.
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1940

These 1940s swimming 
trunks buttoned up the 
front and came with a belt 
to keep them up! They 
also had a pocket with a 
button on the flap to keep 
it closed.
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1940s

Paddling in the 
sea at Blackpool.
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Ladies had to wear rubber 
swimming hats in swimming pools 
until the early 1970s!

1950s
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Over time, the old bathing machines were damaged 
by the waves and started to lose their wheels. 

By the 1920s the big machines were starting to be 
replaced by tents. By the 1940s they had 
disappeared from the beaches.

Sunbathing became 
fashionable and 
beach huts or 
chalets started to 
be built.
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In the 1950s beach 
huts were very popular.

Beach huts were places to get 
changed, hang up your clothes 
or just sit and enjoy a quiet 
day at the seaside.

What do you think they were like inside?
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This is a picture of what a 1950s beach hut was 
like inside. Huts could be hired for the week or for 
the summer season and holiday makers used them 
to sit outside, relax and make a cup of tea.
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Beach huts are still used by holiday makers today.
These beach huts are near the beach in Bridlington.Bridlington.Bridlington.Bridlington.
Every year people come and use huts or chalets just 
as they did almost 100 years ago.
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